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BNHS-BIRDLIFE PARTNERSHIP

n 1998, BNHS became the BirdLife Intemarional Without public support, the IBA Programme has
Il.:'ﬂrlﬂﬂ in Indiz, and began a collaborative project little hope of achieving long-term success. It is
with the BirdLife pariner in the UK, the Royal therefore essential to disseminale information about
Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB). The RSPB 1BAs and the IBA Programme as widely as possible.
is the charity that takes action for wild birds and the Mewsletters, leaflets and technical reports will be

environment, [t works with bird and habitat conservation distributed to local decision-makers, politicians, land
organizations in a global partnership called Birdlife users, scientific institutions and interested individuals,

Intermational. The BNHS-BirdLife partnership is an The first stage of the Indian IBA programme will
outcome of a strategic planning workshop held in be the organising of six regional workshops to gather
September 1998, organised by the BNHS with Lol knowledge and views on potential sites. These

participation of mdore thin 20 NGOs and governmental workshops will be organised with the help of the
arganisation including WWE, Wildlife Institute of India Indian Bird Conservation Network's state co-
[WII), Salim Ali Centre for Ormitholosy and Natural ordinators.

History {5ACON),
Department of Wildlife
Science, Aligarh Muslim
University { AMLUD, Indian
[nstitute  of  Public
Admimistration (ITPA) amd
R5PE.

The outcoame of this
workshop  was  an
agreement o slarl an
Trmportant Bird Arcas (IBA)
programme and o form a
sustainable  network,
linking ornithologists,
birdwatchers and
organisations working fo
bird conservation in India,
called the Indian Bird A
Conservation Network e =
{IBCH}. ’ =i S -

The IBA programme Sapalezic Flamning Wirkshop in Sepoember 1598 ai Mumbal
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involves identification of important sites of slobal
importance for birds and gathering more information Mote from the Editor
on the least studied sitcs in order 1o promote action for

4 . r The MI 1 I '
their conservation, The IRA and IBCN are two different S IR L vty ool THE NIl

with its first isswe in Sepdember 1999, This sewsleter 15 an

projects, but closely infegrated. active means of informeation o the members of TRON shout

The IBA progranvme will identify important sites by the zctivities of and developments in network and the 1BA
extensive research in the existing literature, consulting programme with time. Your comments and suggestions an:
birdwatchers and professional ornithologist for very welcome o the format and content. Consribution in

the form of news about setwork member activities,
interesting bird conscrvation news, reviews of articles and
reports publisled elsew e ane encournged (see back cover),

comducting surveys ut lesser-known siles.

The IBA programme will continue for 3 vears and it
will be & unigque opportunity for bird people te contribute
their expertise and knowledge about their areas.
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INDIAN BIRD CONSERVATION NETWORK (IBCN)

T he Indian Bird Conservation Network (IBCN)
15 a network of ornithologists, bird watchers
and organisations working for the conservation
of wild birds in India.

The mission of the network is to promote
conservation of birds and their habitats through
development of & national network of individuals,
organisations and the Govermment.

The IBCN is eo-ordinated by IBCN secretariat at
BMNHS, The IBCN 15 a non-politic] open network (o
help in exchange of information and ideas between the
network partners.

There are state co-ordinators selecied by the
BNHS/BCN for each state who will promote
partcipation of the people working in their staes for
bird conservation. Each state co-ordinator will have a
term of two years,

Besides the state co-ordinator, the [BCN has a
manitoring committes 1o help in recruitment of other
pariners in the network and dealing with issues raised
within the network. To be a member of the monitoring
commiltes, a person has to be a partner of the IBCN
for a year.

How to get invalved?

Any person or orgenisation who is working for the
conservition of birds and wants to get information
about the IBCN activities, cin be a part of the IBCN,
T be a member of the IBCN, there will be an entrance
fee of Rs. 100,

What to expect?
& [BCN will encourage exchange of information and
ideas between the network partners

& 1BCN will help raising issucs of different regions
within the network for help in conservation of
neglected sites and important bird species

® IBCN members will have un opportunity to
participate in projects (e.g. Imporant Bird Arcas
Programme) which contribute to conservation of
Indian hirds

® [BCN will work to establish good working
relationships with the managers of protected aress
and other important sites for birds.

& |BCN will publish guarterly newsletter “MISTNET'

PROMOTE CONSERVATION OF
BIRDS AND THEIR HABITATS
THROUGH DEVELOPMENT OF
A NATIONAL NETWORK OF
INDIVIDUALS, ORGANISATIONS
AND THE GOVERNMENT
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INDIAN - IMPORTANT BIRD AREAS (IBA) PROGRAMME

The aim of the [BA progrmmme i= to identify and
protect a network of sites, which are important
for bong lerm conservation of hind population.

[BA=:

ure places of international significance for the
conservation of birds;

are practical means for conservation;

are chosen using stundardized critera:

should support self-sustaining populations;

should be delimitable from surrounding areas;
should form pan of & wider, integrated approach
i biodiversity conservation

IBA RATIONALE

Site protection is one of the most imporiant
and effective ways to ensure the survival of
species. Many bird species can be conserved
in this way. However the number of sites that
can be managed for conservation is limited by
respurces. available habitat, and pressures from
other land uses. It is therefore essential to
select sites which suppon as many species as
prossible. The IBA process provides a practica)
and easily wsed way to select a group of sites
that cover the widest possible range of species.

IBAs form a network throughout the
species’ range. This network is essential to
make sure that species survive across their
ranges, particularly if they suffer from habitat
Ioss, These sites may include the best examples
of the species” natwral habitar as well as
marginal areas. Ideally, cach site should be large
enough to support self-sustaining populations
of a5 many of the species as possible for which
it was identified.

IB As are selected using objective, standard
criteria but it is also 4 very practical approach.
The existing protected area network is the basis
and will form the backbone of the network with
new sites proposed o fill the gaps.

CRITERIA FOR SELECTING IBAs

CATEGORY 1
GLOBALLY THREATENED SPECIES
This site qualifies if it is known. or thought w hold
a popalation of species which are globally threat-
ened with extinction and are included in the Red
[ratm Book. India has 76 globally threatened species
in the list,

CATEGORY 2
RESTRICTED-RANGE SPECIES
Birdlife International has identified a sct of hirds
with very small distribution. These are known s
restricied range species, and 74 are found in India.
The region where two or maore species are [ound 1s
known as an endemic bird arca (EBA). There are
12 EBAs in India A site which has o high propor-
tiom of the restnoled mnge species used to define

ann EBA can be chosen as an [BA.

CATEGORY 3
BIOME-RESTRICTED ASSEMBLAGES
BirdLife has identified groups of birds which are
only foumd in one biome, The whole of India is
covered by 9 biomes. A bimme may cover a very
large area (for example right across south Asia),
bart for the species resmicted o it, tha hiome type
is the only place they can survive. Therefore for
cach biome IB A= cun be identified which are repre-
sentative of the biome, or which have biomse re-
simicted species which have not been adequately

covered in other [BAs already.

CATEGORY 4
CONGREGATIONS
This category includes waterbirds, non-waterbirds,
scabirds or storks and cranes that may be at risk
because they congregate at purticular sites when
breeding or wintering or while on passage.

For further information on the 1BA programme,
please contact:

Supriva Jhunjhunwala, IBA Omithology Officer
Zafar-ul-Islam, 1BA Information Officer, BMHS,
5.B. Singh Road, Mumbai- 4000 23,

Tel: +91 22 2821811, Fax: +91 22 2837615
Email: bohs &bomd, vinl.net.in
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DIARY DATES

BirdLife YWorld Conference

10-17 October 1999 BindLife Global Partnership
Meeting und the BirdLife World Conference n
Muilaysia,

For further details conusct:

gilly. bank=@ birdhfe.orgz.uk

World Bird Count

This October, World Birdwatch *99 and the Sth
NTT-ME World Bird Count are coming Lo q
neighbourhood near vou!

Fuor further details contact:

commumciutions & birdlife_ore uk

Asia Regional Co-ordinator i BirdLife Secretariar
in Bogor, Indonesia
birlifie & indo.net.id

MONITORING COMMITTEE

The IBCN monitoring commitiee consists of mine
members selecied after sirategic planmng workshop
in Seplember 1998 and a meeting in March 1999,
Following are the nuomes of the members:

& D 5. Subramanya-Bangalore

D, Salim Javed-Aligarh ( AMLU)

D, V5. Vijayun-5ACON, Coimbarone
Dr. P.C. Bhattacharjee-Assum

Dr. B. C. Choudhury-WIL Dehradun
Mr. 5. A, Hussain, Mangalore

Mr. Lovkumar Khncher-Ciojam

Mr. Aasheesh Pintie-Hyderabad

Dr. Asad R, Rahmgni-BNHS

Bﬁ‘?ﬁife

INTERNATIONAL

BirdLife International is a global pantnership of
conservation organisations, represented in over 1K
countries, working for the diversity of all 1ile through
the conservation of birds and their habitats.

BirdLife activities are driven by miemational poontes
¢l m the global strategy and the regional
programmes have three mom themes as its focos:
habituts: sites {IBAs): and species. The Programme
is structured in the following mojor working areas:
research; conservation action: pelicyflegislation; and
network developmeni.

BirdLife International (ffice:
Wellbrook Court, Girton Road,
Cumbridge CB3 0NA, UK

Tel: +44 1223 377514

Fux: +44 1223 277240

Emuil: birdlife @ birdlife.org uk

The deadline for the next issoe is
5th November 1999,

Contrbutions o this newsletter should be sent fo
Furah Ishting, Network Co-ordinstor,

Bombay Matural History Society, Hommhill House,
5. B. Singh Road, Mumbai - 400 023. INDIA.
Tel, #4901 22 2821811,

Fax +91 22 28376135,

Ermail: bnhs @ bomed. vsnl.net.in

{ For Private Clronlation only)
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BOMBAY NATURAL HISTORY SOCIETY
(BNHS)

The BMHS was founded in 1883 for the purpose o,
exchanging nodes and observations on natural history
and exhibiting interesting specimens. Todiy, it is largest
non-governmental organisation (NGO in the
subcontinent engaged in the conservation of natune and
natural resources, education and research in natural
istory with members in over 30 countrics, Begstered
olfice: Bombay Naturul History Society, Hombill House,
5B Singh Road, Mumbai- 400023, India

Tel. +91-022-3821811, fax +91-022-283T61 5.

Emuail: bohs@ bomd. vsnl.netin

THE ROYAL SOCIETY FOR THE
PROTECTION OF BIRDS

This newsletter 1= supporied by the RSPB. the
BirdLile Partner in the UK.

s,
IRSPB




