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From the Editat.

PIC: TIM LOSEBY

Conservation of Threatened Birds in India

The ‘Threatened Birds &sia’ Lapwing on its breeding, migration and wintering areas.
states that out of 2,700 bird The Internationahction Plan for the Sociable Lapwing
species ir\sia, 323 are presently was commissioned by the Secretariaffsfcan-Eurasian
threatened - a shocking 12% of WaterbirdAgreement and European Division of BirdLife
all bird species. All 323 International, and was prepared by the Russian Bird
threatened species are at risk of Conservation Union (BirdLife International Partner
extinction from human activities, Designate in Russia).
particularly habitat loss or This Action Plan describes and evaluates current
degradation resulting from knowledge on ecologyabitat requirements, and seasonal
unsustainable and often illegal distribution of the Sociable Lapwing, as well as
logging, and land or wetland conservation measures which have to be undertaken both
clearance for agriculture or exotic timber plantations. Specieby governmental and non-governmental bodies to ensure
extinction is also the indication and result of major human-that the decline of the species population does not
induced changes in the worklecosystemsThese continue. The Plan also outlines the most urgent
ecosystems provide vital services such as maintaining globakquirements to cover existing gaps in current knowledge
climate patterns, mediating the carbon cycle, safeguardingbout this species and its population decli¢hough
watersheds and stabilizing soils which are valued ahabitat transformation on breeding grounds has so far been
approximately 1386 trillion US dollars per year indicated as the main reason for the decline in the middle of
In India, 78 species of birds are threatened with20th century the factors which influence this decline are
extinction, with 8 listed as critical. Out of these Biak- by the end of 1990s not so clear and are probably related
headed DuclRhodonessa caryophyllacead Himalayan to the state of habitats in areas of migration stopovers and
QuailOphrysia superciliosare probably extinct, scientists wintering.
have found no evidence of their survival despite various These issues have to be clarified, and are thus
field expeditions. To prevent extinction we need better considered among the most urgent activities which will
knowledge of threatened species, effective legal and socialetermine the success of the implementation ofttti®n
actions and more sustainable use of natural resources. Plan. The Sociable Lapwing is reported from eight Indian
One such bird is the Sociable Lapwi@fettusia  IBAs which arevalmiki Tiger Reserve in BihaOkhla in
gregaria which is protected, according to national Delhi, Flamingo CityNaliyaWLS in Gujarat, Dihaila Jheel
legislation, all over its breeding range in Russia andin Madhya Pradesh, Keoladeo National Park in Rajasthan,
Kazakhstan and also its wintering range up to sdsth Kurra Jheel in Uttar Pradesh, and Corbet Tiger Reserve in
including India. However the decline of this bird population Uttaranchal.
which was observed throughout the entire 28thtury | request, IBCN partners to look for this bird and
and most notably in the beginning of the century1950s  send us information, as every record is important for this
and then further in 1970 to 1990s, requires urgent measurdsrd.

to be undertaken by all range States, as well as by the states < ’“f“’“g‘_%i@‘
which have not yet joined the international agreement but Zafar-ul Islam
which are responsible for the survival of the Sociable Projects Manager IBA-IBCN
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PIC: ICF
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Conserving the
Sarus Crane
Grus antigone
In India

he Indian Sarus Crar@rus antigone Specific villages. The conventional way of
T is one of those species of birds that |Wl|d|lfe protection in India, enforcement of

difficult to overlook, and yet is difficult aw within boundaries designated protected

to conserve. The Sarus Crane is a commafeas, will thus be inadequate for this
inhabitant of paddy fields and smallspeciesTo compound matters, most of the
wetlands in many areas in central, wes mther wetlands that are not otherwise
and northern India. Though much hagommunity areas, are classified as
already been written about their status andastelands under the land use
distribution, comparatively little has begncategorization carried out and managed by
initiated and documented to understand|thi&e Ministry of Urban Development. These
processes required to kick-start| dactors effectively puts it out of direct reach
conservation programme that will ens r@f the Mlnlstry of Environment and Forests,
protection and survival of the species|ifvhich is the formal governmental authority
the Indian landscape. The past 5-8 ygat8 charge of the conservation of the Sarus.
have seen a guantum |eap in stu ie-ghe Sarus is thus Conservationally
dedicated to determining the ecologi¢afhallenged.
requirements of the Sarus Crane. This As a result of its omnivorous habits, and
process of understanding the spegie@ue to the wanton destruction, deterioration
continues, as it indeed shoulind the| and conversion of wetlands, the Sarus
process for its conservation has begu igrane is forced to use habitats that resemble
earnest. natural wetlands, i. e. flooded paddy fields,
In late 2001, at the initiative of the and thus become more vulneratileday
Wildlife Protection Society of India (WPS|) the best Sarus populations are found in
and the International Crane Foundatio@leas which have a mix of natural wetlands
(ICF), around 60 individuals committed foin the landscape, and where the traditional
the cause of the Sarus Cranes met ifajor crop has been rice, e.g. as in south-
Bharatputs Keoladeo National Park fowestern Uttar Pradesh. Unfortunately for
discuss the issue of crane conservation te Sarus, this shift in habitat has not been
India. From that meeting, the Indi nof too much help. There are hardly any areas
Working Group on Cranes was reborn nh?ft in the Country where pesticides are not
named the Indian Cranes akktlands| used to help improve production of grain.
Working Group (ICWWG) in order tp As a result, deaths due to poisoning after
acknowledge the basic issues related @pplication of pesticides are perhaps the
Sarus conservation and the need to deBl0Stimportant threat for the Sarus Cranes
with them. The meeting reiterated thePresently next only to the destruction of
Comp”cations that needed to be managétﬁ natural habitat. Because of its proximity
to ensure the conservation of this spe¢ic® humans and their activities, most of the
and its habitat. Much of the population jofother threats that the Sarus faces also
the Sarus Crane is found outside protegtd@Vvolve around anthropogenic activities.
areas, in private fields or medium sized hese include removal of eggs from nests
marshlands that are community landsl ofor food or to prevent crop damage deaths
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due to collision with criss-crossing
electricity wires that increase with each
election, and feral dog packs and crows,
their populations increased by city
garbage, eat up eggs and chicks from
nests when adults leave to defend
territories.

The Sarus Crane is a territorial
species with pairs maintaining well-
defined territories at least during the
breeding season. This causes the
species to spread out, and it requires
considerable effort to keep tabs on the
widely distributed pairs. The non-
breeding birds get together in flocks and

%0 CUET LS EMe =T They use Iarg%ro not allow conversion or draining of WPSI, managed jointly by ICF and
wetlands to roost and feed in until the){

) he community wetlands that areWPSI.A range of activities and projects
are able to find partners and areas to : . . . .
establish territories, Hypotheticalthe presently the biggest natural habitat foare being planned to begln a cohesive
Sarus is capable of very long flightsthe Sarus. In other areas, vyhere Se}rlamd complete conservation movement
but there is little evidence toare nqt averse to nesting in rice paddiety conserve 'the Sarus .Crane, the other
substantiate this presentl studies there is a need to Work Wlth farmers t@rane species in India, as aIsp the
carried out to date point to the fact tha?nsure that they_ or their children do notvetlands and aII'lts natural denizens.
: cause mortalities of the eggs. Thdhe process will be less inclined
these cranes are nomadic when wateris . . . . . :
e Iargelpest|C|de issue is under-studiedtowards undertaking all the yvork but
sedentaryIn areas where artificial¥houghthere have been a steady numberore t.owar'ds _encouraging and
sources of water such as IeakinOf cases reported of Sarus Craneetworklng with mteregted parties to
irrigation canals are present breedin%]orta“t'es' '_I'he ground for action und.er.take yvork on thEI!’ own, and to
pairs maintain permanentter}itories. : rough.pol_|cy changes or legalparticipate in co!laboratlve long-term
Armed with this information and intervention is presently.very shakyventures. It is time tha}t efforts and
more that is presently pouring in theréndef-}d nearly non—eX|_st_ent._ Theresources are comblrjed for the
is a considerably good consenisus O%row!ng networl§ of electricity wires, common goal of conserving the Sarus
what it will take to conserve thesegrowmg pepLiEen @7 eegs and croyvsCrane! . .
cranes. First and foremost is to ensurfed by human garbag(?, and habitat Though apparently impossible to
that their breeding habitat is undisturbe estruction are far too widely spread t@ombat or control, the problems are by
s0 their population may remain at lea e combatable _under one programmeo means insurmountable. | am
stable. This involves working with re;en'_clythere is only one Iong_—term reminded of Wh'at astronaut Kalpana
village communities to ensure that the monitoring programme being carried ouChawla once salq: “If you do not reach
Yinder the leadership of MKrishna for the skyyou will never get it”. ICF
Kumar at Keoladeo National Park. Ther&VPSI and the ICWWG strongly feel that
is an urgent need to plan and implemente can all work together to reverse the
a regular monitoring programme fordismal condition that the Sarus is
Sarus all over the country increasingly being plunged into. People
Given the scope and enormity of theand organizations who may be
issue at hand, it can not be feasible fdnterested to be part of the process,
any one person or organization tgarticipate, volunteeand/ or learn more
undertake measures that can addreage welcome to contact ICWWG at the
all the related issues. The meeting iaddress below for information. Similgrly
Bharatpur recognized the overwhelmingf there are projects that you are
need for collaboration amongst varioupresently involved to conserve Sarus
interested groups and individuals, an€ranes and/ or their habitat, | hope you
also the need for one agency to helwill give us an opportunity to learn from
concentrate and network effortsshem by sharing information and
towards conservation of this importantessons learnt, and to allow us to share
taxa and their habitat. this information with other concerned
ICWWG is now formalized as anindividuals and organizations in the
independent programme anchored aountry and outside.

PIC: ICF
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IR—5 -
Bilal Habib
(IBCN partner)
Research biologist
working on the
ecology of the wolves
in semi arid and
drought prone areas of
Maharashtra. His main
interest is canid
ecology and dreams to
work for the
conservation of canids
in India.

PIC: ASAD RAHMANI

Nannaj the
Bustard Land!

rrounded by cultivation andis the main reason for visiting. It is also
Scattered villages, Nannaj thewow one of the easiest sites to see this

ustard land, is an island ofpecies but despite this, it is seldom
remnant grassland aAdacia savanna visited by Indian ornithologists or
encompassing an area of 646 ha. Nanmgjture lovers. The territorial GIB males
bustard land is a part of one #&ia’s can be seen displaying almost
largest wildlife sanctuaries known as thenroughout the year in this bustard
Great Indian Bustard (GIB) Sanctuarjand.
in Maharashtra comprising an area of To describe Nannaj bustard land
8,496 sq km, spread over districts a#xactly it will be against its pride if we
Solapur andAhmednagarThe Nannaj just call it Nannaj Bustard land. It was
area is considered the core area andlee hunting ground of the extinct
the only spot in the entire GIBCheetatAcinonyXubatus Itis still the
Sanctuary where the Bustard have bebnnting ground of the endangered and
breeding for many decadess its name rare canid, the Indian Gr&yolf Canis
suggests, the land harbours kpus pallipesand the IndiaAntilope
population of the endangered Greair BlackbuckAntilope cervicapra
Indian BustardArdeotis nigricepsThe Many other interesting birds occur
current estimated population is 25uch as the Painted Francolin
individuals at Nannaj and it is possiblfFrancolinus pictus Indian Courser
the only locality in India where theCursorius coromandelicusand
bustard population is stable for the laghestnut-bellied SandgrouBeerocles
20 years of monitoring. For most thexustus Winter visitors include
chance of observing this awesome bifdlontagues Circus pygagusand Pallid
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HarriersC. macrourusand Grey-necke
Bunting Emberiza buchanarnother
endangered species, the noma
Lesser Floricarsypheotides indicas
occasionally seen during go
monsoon seasons.
Nannaj comes under low rainfall ar
of the Deccan Plateau. The average
fall of 600 mm in this landscape
actually a boon in disguise! Itis beca
of its peculiar seasonaljtyhich make
this remnant grassland a m
productive habitat.
Nannaj the Bustard Land is situat
2 km southeast of Nannaj villa
(17046'N, 75054'E), 22 km north of th
town of Solapur in Maharashtra sta
Mumbai (Bombay) lies c. 400 km, a
Pune (where the nearest airport
located) 250 km to the west.

PIC: VIJAY CAVLE

Bustard Watching

The primary attraction of the area is
the Great Indian Bustard. The display
behaviour of the dominant males is a
unique sight. The male displays most
of the year with tail fanned over its back,
head held up, gular pouch inflated and
distended almost to the ground,
intermittently emitting a deep, low
hollow ‘boom’. They do not form leks as
do many other bustard speciés.
dominant male with 2-3 sub-adult males
and few females could be observed close
to the watchtower and a hide located
about 1 km down the road south of the
Rest House (RH) in Nannaj throughout
the year Bustards can be seen if we scan
the grassland from alongside the
concrete hide and small thatched hut set
¢. 500 m in fromhe road and accessed
from the road by a well-worn footpath
across the grassland. It is advisable not
to climb the watchtower unless given
permission from the forest department
as itis likely that bustards get disturbed.
Itis also advisable to follow instructions
and rules of the forest department to
avoid disturbance to this endangered

PIC: VIJAY CAVLE

Sometimes upto thirty bustards can be seen at a time in Nanaj

bird. | Acquisition of surrounding non  Some urgent, innovative ideas are
cultivable land, so that it will be arequired to expand the protected area
Habitat conservation compact habitat of about 1100 hads the existing protected area is really
It is high time that immediate | Thinning of plantations. small and fragmented for bustards to
attention should be given to fragile and  Control over cattle grazing especiallpafely breed without any disturbance.
most delicate habitat of Nannaj Bustard  inside protected plots. Remember the DodoAnd the
land. The important points to conserve Transfer of watchmen at regulafheetah of our grasslandske do not
this Important BirdArea are: intervals. want this fate for our majestic bustard!
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PIC: M. ZAFAR-UL ISLAM

Orang National Park an IBA

in India, i.e., about two-third of

RESEARCH TO CONSERVATION

ith around 820 specieAssam -
has the highest avian diversity I I l p O rtant I r

the country The state is also part of two

Endemic BirdAreas,Assam Plains and . .
Eastern Himalayag\ssam covers an area re aS I n S S al I l
of 78,500 km2 and is divided into 27 districts. -

The total human population is about 27
million. Physiographicallythe major parts

of Assam are plains with the Brahmaputraa n Ove rVI eW

valley accounting for more than 60% of the
total area of the state. The other plain area
is in the south, the valley of the Barak RiverAssam including the extinct Pink-headed
The main hilly areas are the Barail Rangdduck Rhodonessa caryophyllace8ome
and Karbi PlateauAnnual rainfall of the other noteworthy threatened birds are,
state varies from less than 1000 mm to moréhite-backedvulture Gyps bengalensis
than 6000 mm. The habitat ranges fron{Critically Endangered), Slender-billed
tropical wet evergreen rainforest, tropicalVulture Gyps tenuiostris (Critically
semi-evergreen and tropical moistEndangered), White-bellied Herdxrdea
deciduous to subtropical broadleaf andnsignis (Endangered), Greatédjutant
swamp forests, and wet savanna grasslanteptoptilos dubiugEndangered), White-
Throughout the state, a large number ovinged Duck Cairina scutulata
wetlands in the form dfeelsandhaorsare (Endangered), Bengal Florican
found. These are common in the floodplainHoubaropsis bengalensi&ndangered),
zone of the rivers. Spot-billed PelicaiPelecanus philippensis
Assam has 47 identified IBA sites, (Vulnerable), Lessekdjutant Leptoptilos
highest for any Indian state (table). Thesg¢avanicus(Vulnerable), Baés Pochard
include many areas, which are outside théythya baeri(Vulnerable), Pallas’ Fish
protected area networllthough all the EagleHaliaeetus leucomphus(Vulnerable),
sites have Red Data species or have lardéreater Spotted Eaglaquila clanga
congregations, some sites are outstandin{yulnerable), Swamp Francokrancolinus
in their avifaunal diversity and uniquenessgularis (Vulnerable), Blyths Tragopan
Of the 78 species of Red Data birds infragopan blythii(\Vulnerable), Sarus Crane
India, at least 45 have been recorded isrus antigongVulnerable), Purplévood-

Anwaruddin Choudhury

IBCN State
Coordinator, North

East India

The Rhino Foundation
for nature in NE India,

Cl/o Assam Co. Ltd.
Bamunimaidan,
Guwabhati - 781 021
E-mail:

badrul@sancharnet.in
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Pigeon or Pale-capped Pigedolumba Outstanding IBAs Manas National Park, alsd/orld
punicea(Vulnerable), Rufous-necked Some of the IBAsites ofAssam are Heritage Site (‘in danger’) has 13
Hornbill Aceios nipalensigVulnerable), outstanding for various reasonsthreatened species including a
Marsh Spotted BabblefPellorneum Kaziranga National Park, World significant population of the Bengal
paluste (Vulnerable), JerdoaBabbler Heritage Site, has as many as 2Blorican. Ripu and Chirang_Reserve
Chrysomma altiostre (Vulnerable), threatened, one ‘conservatiorfForests in the extreme west have 12
Black-breasted ParrotbMaradoxornis dependent’ and 15 near-threatenetthreatened species and are known for
flavirostris (Vulnerable), Beautiful species. Significant populations of théarge populations of hornbills including
NuthatchSitta formosa(Vulnerable) Bengal Florican, Spot-billed Pelicansmall number of Rufous-necked species
and Finns Weaver Ploceus LesserAdjutant, Pallas Fish Eagle, inwinter.
megahynchugVulnerable)Thereisno Swamp Francolin and FimWeaver The riverine island of Majuli has
recent record of the following occurs in the park. In wintethere are atleast 11 threatened species. This site
threatened species, Manipur Bush Qudiirge congregations of waterfowl.is outside the protected area network
Perdicula manipuensis(Vulnerable), Kaziranga is also the largest weand is dotted with villageA. significant
Green Peafowl Pavo muticus savanna grassland in north-east Indiéact, howeveris that in the southern
(Vulnerable), Hooded Cran@rus Dibru-Saikhowa National Park andand western parts of the island, the
monacha(Vulnerable) and Rusty- adjacent areas in eastekssam have local villagers are providing a safe
bellied Shortwing Brachypterix unique habitat of salix-swamps inhaven to a large number of birds
hypewthra (Vulnerable) There is one addition to forest, grassland andncluding nesting Greater and Lesser
recent record and a few unconfirmedvetland. So far 19 threatened birds havedjutants, large heronries with
reports of the Masked Finfootbeen recorded in the area. It supportSpenbill StorksAnastomus oscitans
Heliopais personata. significant populations of Marshand other water birdsA sizeable
For some threatened speciessam Spotted Babbler and Black-breastedopulation of Common Crané&3rus
has globally important populations ofParrotbill. The White-wingedWood gruswinters in Majuli where they are
the Slendebilled Vulture, Greater Duck and Purpl&/ood Pigeon are othernot molested.
Adjutant, White-winged Duck, Bengal noteworthy species for which this site  Six sites have at least 10 threatened
Florican, Spot-billed Pelican, Lesseis known. spedes each, these are Deepmrel
Adjutant, Pallas Fish Eagle, Swamp Nameri National Park in theOrang National Park, Pabitora
Francolin, Marsh Spotted Babb)erHimalayan foothills has 14 threatene®anctuaryPani-Dihing Bird Sanctuary
Jerdon$ Babbley Black-breasted species including the White-wingedUpper Dihing (East Block) complex, and
Parrotbill and FinrsWeaver Duck and a record of the MaskedJpper Dihing (Vést Block) complex.
There is one ConservationFinfoot. The complex of Laokhowa andDeeporbeelis also a Ramsar Site and
Dependent (Dalmatian PelicanBurhachapori wildlife sanctuaries haghe Vulnerable Baés Pochard is a
Pelecanus crispysind 23 (possibly 24) 13 threatened species including theegular wintering species. Orang
Near-Threatened species. The numb&engal Florican, Spot-billed PelicanNational Park has important popula-
of endemic or restricted-range specieglsesseAdjutant, Pallas Fish Eagle and tions of the Bengal Florican and Swamp
is 17 (possibly 18). Swamp Francolin. Florican. The Upper Dihing (Wst
Block) complex has the largest known

Swamp Francolin one of the threatened species in Orang National Park (IBA J : .
: concentration of the White-winged

area.

T Hiﬂf‘" Tl o g *t'h . . - " Duck. A part of this complex has
v-.Ql-,t'b X I e { - 3 W w ' been proposed as ‘Dihing-Patkai
by Sl AN e -~ . |, Wildlife Sanctuary{earlier proposed as
e “:ﬂ Hfﬂl.';". Zf'- . Upper Dihing National Park).
o i i. et ‘{ i *1{ The historic Sibsagar (Sivasagar)
SR R Y tanks are known for large congregations
@ -".' _1:'_',:__ W .ﬁf}.r‘i' of Barheadednser indicusind Greylag
< L Jt" GeeseA. anserin winter SonBeelin
iy _'H:;":*; ¥ *lig Karimganj district is the largest natural
. 3 ' wetland inAssam with around 1500 ha

.f Barail Range (including Jatinga) is
W the only area imMAssam where the
y 'y Vulnerable Blyths Tragopan, Grey-
- . sidedThrushTurdus feagRusty-bellied

) .1 “ Shortwing and Beautiful Nuthatch are
- L"“ "“ known to occurThe village of Jatinga,
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dthough listed as a separate IBA is irin the reserve forests, the well-forestedlots’ in theirWorking Plans to avoid
the Barail Range but given a separatelocks may be kept as ‘conservatioforestry operation.

identity due to its unique conservation

needs arising out of the bird-killing

phenomenon' which has made it well List of Important Bird Areas of Assam

known. Barail Range has also the
maximum concentration of restricted-
range or endemic birds Assam with
12 species besides 13 threatened Amchang Hills 5 5 -

IBA Site Name No of RDB No of RR Congregation
species species

species (both past and present record). Barail Range 13 12 .
One of the sites of the stray records of Barnadi WS 1 - -
the Vulnerable Hooded Crane in Bauwwa Beel 4 - c
India was in the Barails. The elevation Behali RF 3 -
in this IBA ranges from less than 100 m Bherjan-Borajan-Podumoni WS 3 5 -
to 1959 m (the highest pointAssam). Bordoibam-Bilmukh Bird Sanctuary 8 1 c

Although 47 sites have been Bordoloni-Sampora 8 2 C
identified as IBAs, there are more than Chakrasila Complex 6 5 A
a hundred additional sites including Chandubi Lake and adjoining areas 2 - C
reserve forests and wetlands with Deobali Jalah 3 - c
records of one or two threatened Dhansiri RF 6 1 -
species. Even human habitations in Dibru-Saikhowa Complex 19 2 A
many areas are potential IBAs. Some Dipor Beel Bird Sanctuary 10 S A
such areas are Nagaon town, graveyardsbDum Duma-Dangori-Kumsong RFs 5 - -
in Guwahati (Islampur)Tezpur and  East and North Karbi Anglong WSs 6 1? -
Dibrugarh, a few villages in Kamrup — Garampani, Nambor and Doigrung 2 - -
all these have permanent roosting or Hollongapar Gibbon Sanctuary 4 S -
nesting population of the endangered Habang - - A
GreateAdjutant. Inner Line, Kathakal and Barak RFs 9 - -

The main conservation issues for Jamjing and Sengajan 7 2 A
forested IBAs are felling, encroachment Jatinga 5 5 5
and poaching of birds by guns and JengdiaBeel and Satgaon 4 1 C
snare while in wetland IBAs, itis mainly  Jhanjimukh-Kokilamukh 8 2? B
siltation, reclamation, overfishing and Kaziranga NP 23 2 A
poaching of birds by guns, nets and Kuarbari_Dalani 5 - C
traditional methods. Langting-Mupa RF 2 1? 5

Although 18 out of 47 IBAs are partly  Laokhowa and Burhachapori WSs 13 2? A
or wholly protected areas, the bulk, i.e., Lumding-Marat Longri 5 - -
the remaining 29 are outside. Of these Majuli 11 2 A
remaining, 15 are partly or wholly reserve Manas NP 13 2 C
forests. Part of four IBAs (Amchang, Nameri NP 14 - C
Barail, Chandubi and Upper Dihing) are Orang NP 10 - B
going to be declared as sanctuaries in Pabho RF 5 2? C
the near future, which will increase the Pabitora WS 10 - A
tally to 22 that are partly or wholly Pani-Dihing Bird Sanctuary 10 2? A
protected areas\ few more may be Ripu and Chirang_RFs 12 2? -
declared as protected in future (Behali, SareswarBeel 6 - B
Dhansiri, Dum Duma-Dangori, parts of Sibsagar (Sivasagar) Tanks 5 - B
Inner Line-Katakhal-Barak, Ripu- Son Beel 6 - B
Chirang and Subansiri). Since it is Sonai-Rupai WS 5 - -
impossible to bring all the areas under Subansiri RF 9 2 -
protected area network such Tamaranga-Dalani-Bhairab Complex 6 (+) - A
recognition as IBA may help generate Tirap — Burhidihing 4 - -
awareness and interest among the local Upper Dihing (East) Complex 10 - -
residents to preserve. Some of the Upper Dihing (West) Complex 10 - -

wetland IBAs may be declared as Urpod Beel 3(+) 5 B
‘Community Reserves’ (Jengdia,
Jamijing, SareswaBon and Urpod) while Congregations: A=> 10,000; B= 5,000-10,000; C= <5,000
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Eagle’s Nest WLS (IBA)
an avitourism spot Iin
northeastern India

small group of birdwatchers provides vehicular access through the site.
recently spent ten daysThis has been controversially upgraded by
exploring the Eagle Nest the military between the EagéeNest pass
Wildlife Sanctuary (ENS), and Chaku camp, a distance of some 11
situated in theNest Kameng kilometres. It must be said that these recent
district of westerirunachal Pradesfihe roadworks have left quite a scar on the
group was led by Ramanéthreya, who higher reaches of the sanctuary
may be known to many members as a semi- We recorded 188 bird species in total,

/2

professional field ornithologist and including those noted on our approach and

surveyor of a number of protected areas igxit days. Several of the more important Mike Waite

the North-East of India. Ramana is currentlgpecies were seen more than once and in is ac%’r‘;‘;stim‘;'ﬁsg'ggizt
engaged in an ongoing survey of variousurprising numbergt the highest altitudes P e

fauna within ENS, as well as the adjoining2800-2400m), we had a probable sighting biodiversity matters to
Sessa Orchid and Pakhwildlife of Gould’s ShortwingBrachypteyx Lo?ffgnﬁyzs;g;eza;
Sanctuaries. His latest plan is to promotetellata in similar circumstances and not particular interest in the
eco-tourism here, so that the increasefdr from where Choudhury recorded the bird HEsel EEEIC e

attention on the sites may act to strengthein 1999. The highly localised Bar-winged
biodiversity conservation efforts, bothwren BabblerSpelaeornis tiglodytoides
locally and regionallyThis is taking place was seen just before this, at what would
in partnership with the locarunachali appear to be a reliable site for two rarely
tribe (the Bugun). Knowledge of the birdencountered species. Gold-naped Finches
fauna of ENS has improved steadily ovePyrrhoplectes epaulettavere seen a
the past decade, and a useful summary byimber of times within this zone, as well as
Anwaruddin Choudhury was published lasBrown Pyrrhula nipalensis Red-headed
year inForktail, the journal of the Oriental Pyrrhula erythrocephaland Grey-headed
Bird Club. Pyrrhula erythacaBullfinches, Brown-
Our group (consisting of myself from thethroated Fulvettalcippe ludlowj and the
UK, Claudio Kdller from Switzerland and anbamboo-haunting Brown Parrotbill
American, Ray Ziarno) signed up for anParadoxornis unicoloand Slender-billed,
inaugural birding tour of EagieNest some Scimitar-babbler Xiphirhynchus 4
months ago, on the understanding that thisupeciliaris. We had hoped to meet wit
would essentially be a ‘litmus test’ to helpRamanas promised tragopans, both he €
plan and refine any future prograiie were  at the Eagles Nest pass and later on t
based at two camps, Sunderview angail to Piri-la, but this proved not to be. O
Bompu, providing ready access to typicaleader had seen female tragopans regul

alternating with dense bamboo stands anttagopan temminckihere. Choudhury' 8
scrubbier areas near settlements. One dayper would suggest that there may be sa

was spent climbing a game trail to Piri-la (Cconfusion over the identity of tragopan
3200m), where there are a number ofagles Nest; he lists records for both Saty
permanent pools set in more open habitg\T] and Blyth’'s Tragopans (suspecte
of grassland, low bamboo andssp.moleswothi) [VU] from the vicinity,

rhododendron scrubA single road but not Temmincks. Clearly more |

PIC: MIKE WAITE
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information is particularly required on
this issueAnother important bird of the
stretch between the pass and Chaku is
the impressiv&Vard’s Trogon[NT]. A
pair of this rare species was seen in a
gully not far from Sunderview at the
close of our first dayrhe female made
a second appearance on the following &
day, much to the relief of one of our [
party who had stayed in camp for the @&
initial sighting. This is another bird seen §
regularly at ENS, on one occasion as a [
group of 16 birds. Of several flycatchers
observed near Sundervigthe most
interesting was undoubtedly a single : b
Sapphire, seen briefly and only by Tﬂ,
myself. R e
Raptors were the one family to prové-haku included White-browedgrey-headed Parrotbill, Rufous-necked
disappointing on the touwith only ShortwingBrachypteryx montana [vy] and Great [NT] Hornbills, White-
Black Eaglelctinaetus malayensis Broad-billed Warbler Tickellia napedyuhina, SultariTit and Grey-
appearing at all regularlersistent rain hodgsomYeI'Iow-bellled Flowerpecker cheekedVarbler to name but a sample.
marred our opportunity to see soméufous-belliedWoodpeckerYellow- Our short spell of mostly dry
higher-altitude breeding species of théhroated Fulvetta, and the eastyeather ended abruptly the following
more restricted habitats found at Piri-ldlimalayan endemic Rufous-throa}te(aay Heavy thunderstorms began driving
(for example Spotted Laughingthrush/Vrén-babbler Spelaeornis yp from the terai in successive waves,
Garrulax ocellatus Fire-tailed CaudatugNT]. We spent the latter halfang continued to do so until we left the
Myzornis Myzornis pyrrhouraand ©f the day at c. 1300 metres, finishinganctuaryBreaks in the weather allowed
Fulvous ParrotbillParadoxornis ©ON & spectacular note provided by gfs to bird around Bompu, where
fulvifrons). least six Beautiful Nuthatchg¥U]  extensive bamboo stands support
By our sixth day we were based at€€ding in a tall orchid-swathed tréégpecialities such as Golden-Breasted
Bompu camp (c. 2000 metres) andraster Sunday followed, and retracing|yetta, Greater Rufous-headed
exploring the wetter and more expose@Ur Steps we soon found ourselvesarrothill (sspruficepg and Coral-billed
south-facing slope of the sanctuaryPack in the company of the Beautifukcimitarbabbler (ssferuginosus. A
Good birds on the slow descent fromiNuthatches, now 200 metres higher (gaedge-billedWren-babbler was also
1500m) and associating with Longseen at this altitude. The forest above
tailed, Beautifu(ssp.nigroaurita) the camp added Black-fac¥darbler
and Rufous-backed Sibia8/e an exquisite male Rufous-breasted Bush
continued downhill, arriving at a Ropin, both Speckled adshy Wood
previously noted site foWedge- pjgeons, Grey-bellitesia (frequent),
billed Wren-babbler [NT]A tape crimson-breastedWood-pecker
of the laughingthrush-like whistle cgjjared Grosbeak and a pair of
quickly broughtin a probable thregoggsons Redstarts to our tally
birds, one of which allowed a The attraction of the area to
prolonged telescope view of thisyavelling bird-watchers is cleand the
extraordinary babblewe were able arguments for developing eco-tourism
to note several featurespthe areawould appearwholly sound.
intermediate to both subspecies$jsh Ramana and his Bugun partners

humeiandroberti, suggesting the every success with their project aims in

proposed split of the species mayhe future.

not be quite so clear-cut. This dayzeferences

just kept on getting better; we saw  choudhuryA (2003) Birds of Eaglenest

an amazing array of speciedpMldlife Sanctuay and Sessa @hid

including a pair ofWhite-gorgetedsa“C“_JaV' Arunachal Pradesh, India
Forktail 19: 1-13.

Flycatchers, Bayoodpecker

Athreya, R M & Karthikeyan S (1995)
Pale-headedVoodpecker two repott on a visit to the Wilife Sanctuaries in

mixed babbler flocks boththe Dafla Hills of Arunachal Pradesh
containing Cutias, the arborealnpublished.

PIC: MIKE WAITE
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Forest fires destroy large
areas in Nagarhole
National Park (IBA)

Forest fires have broken out in pa g'
of Nagarhole National Park in Mysore

district of Karnataka and large tracts

forests have been destroyed in D. B2
Kuppe and Mettikuppe range. The fir Y

has also engulfed a part of the Kalaha
range, and the stretch nesanemala,
Odakanamala, and Balle in D.B. Kupy
has been badly affected.

Ph. D. Thesis on Jerdons Courser

First Ph.D. on critically endangered JerdaobburserCursorius bitoguatug

has been awarded to.[Ameer Basha, titled “Ecology and habitat analy
of Jerdons CourserQursorius bitoguatud and conservation measures
0§ri Lankamalleshwar@fildlife Sanctuary”. The dissertation covers habit
nalysis through satellite remote sensing and ground truthing, eca
5 /egetation covebirds surveyfood, excreta analysis and disturbance fac

l“g/hich afects the survival of Jerdam’'Courser Based on this stud

sis
in
at

logy
ors

conservation measures are recommended. This work was started in 1998 and

,&ompleted in 2002 with the financial supportwibrid Bank throughAP
Forest Department, Governmentafdhra Pradesh.

Nagarhole National Park, which wi
recently brought under ProjeEiger, is
highly vulnerable to forest fires durin
summer and a blaze was anticipated t
year also following drought in the regio
The authorities failed to release sufficie
funds to prevent the outbreak of fir
This happened despite the availabil
of funds from Forest Developmer
Agency floated by the MoERJnder this,
every national park is allocated Rs.
crore spread over three years and
Nagarhole National Park should ha
sought the release of Rs. 1 crore for
current season. The FDA is to enha

S

Happy development atTotladoh Reservoir at
Pench National Park (IBA)

(e
his
n.
nt
€The Government of Madhya Pradesh Forest Department notified 292.8
t¥m of forest land in Seoni and Chhindwara districts of the State as “Nat
1tPark” under provisions of Sec. 35(1) of Widlife ProtectionAct 1972.The
Pench National Park has been exhibiting a continuous trend of develoy
3ince its constitution as protected area. The national park is a rich repo
thsf floral and faunal biodiversity which includ@ger, Pantherwild Dog,
V€Saur SambharCheetal, FouhornedAntilope, Bluebull, Peafowl, Malaba
heied Hornbill, Grey Hornbill, Darter and so on. The National Park also ho
1c8ubmegence area dfotladoh Reservoir which provides irrigation and wal

57 sq.
ional

yment
sitory

r
uses
ter

natural vegetation and instead of usi
the funds to protect and conserve fore
they are allocated for civil works activitie
like digging pits and planting trees in
natural forest which is unwarranted.
Kishen Das
<Kishen.Das@GXS.COM>

4
ction

N8upply to NagpurThe construction ofotladoh Dam was completed in 199

Stsut the faunal diversity particularly avifauna commensurate with the prote

Sstatus of the national park is not noticed in the reservoir

a The fishing rights of the local population were settled in 1999. Rece
Park authorities have taken the tough measures to stop illegal fishing
Totladoh Reserair

2ntly
in the

To check bird-hit,
Indian Air Force wants to net Falcons

The IndiarAir Force (IAF) is on the endangered species. it was losing nearly Rs. 100 crore in
lookout for good falcons And no, According toAdditional Director  bird-hits every yearlAF suggested
they are not for a bird club. InsteadGeneral (Vildlife) Mr.Vinod Rishi,the that falcons be reared to deal witk
the IAF wants the predatory bird toMoEF has asked the IAF for certainthe bird menace. The proposal note
catch smaller birds. The IAF had sentlarifications. “While the IAF has that the USAir Force, faced with a
a proposal to the Government thasuggested the breeding of falconsimilar problem, had employed
falcons could help tackle bird menacebased on certain inputs from the USalcons at theAndrews and Clarks
plaguing its airfields across theAir Force, we have suggested some\irforce base. Many meetings
country Howevermore than a year indigenous methods which arebetween dicials of Air Headquarters
after the proposal was sent, theequally successful” said MRishi. and Paryavaran Bhawan failed. Th
Ministry of Environment and Forests “Maybe there could be some otherMoEF insisted that falcons canno
(MoEF) is not convinced. The MoEF species of birds which could be usedbe kept in cages as thatigainst the
has refused to clear the proposal ofiVe can take decision on this oncdaw. The IAF is now studying the
the grounds that falcons are on thehe Ministry of Defence sends usfeasibility of raising a falcon unit,
list of endangered species. So théheir reply “he said. It all started with hoping for a clearance soon.
Ministry recently proposed that thethe IAF worrying about its loss of
IAF try the same concept with a lessaircraft due to bird-hitsworried that

1

o

t

By Saikat Datta
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Upper Lake-Bhopal:
a unique IBA

mous for its lakes and hills, Bhopakither thinly populated by suburban
proudly boasts of the scenic andillages, or are having no settlements at all.
tranquil Upper Lake. Largest of theThe lake can be classified into three
numerous lakes of Bhopal, made bgections, viz. South-eastern shores,
blocking the Kolans River in the 11thwestern and South-western shore, and
century by King Bhoj, the Upper Lake isNorth and North-eastern ends. Most of the
still a prime source of water to about half obird populations inhabit the first two
the city In the year 2000, when Bhojsectors, whereas the latter is more like a
Wetland Project funded a small project fotypical urban waterbody
studying theAvifauna of the lake, nobody The Upper Lake is accessible from all
had but a hint of the possible findings thagidesThe South-East frontier towartan
it will lead to.Amassed by over 35,000 birdsvihar and partly guarded dpdira Gandhi
during peak migrating season, harborinylanav Sangrahalayare undoubtedly the
over 200 species within its peripheries, thibest of its shores for watching terrestrial
lake eventually qualified for becoming aand water birds. On a road that acts as a
Ramsar Site in the year 2002, and latdrarrier between th8hyamlahills and the
became the Important Biftea of Central water proper management and protection
India located within the city limits. has resulted into development of a
Shouldering the greenery WanVihar beautiful forest. This 8 km patch holds birds
National Park towards its South-East, eveseeking savannah like grasslands to close
increasing population pressures towardsanopy forest stands, let alone the typical
two sides and vast fields, plantations anwetland species that rule the main
villages on one, the lake demonstrateswaaterbody
wonderful blend of being an urban, rural Although roads are almost non-existent
and natural waterbodynterestingly and in tar towards theNestern and South-
perhaps fortunatelythe deeper zones ofWestern regions, a determined drive
the lake are those surrounded by humahrough dust and cart roads will surely pay
settlements, whereas the shallower ones aieh dividends for those interested in typical

Koustubh Sharma,
a BNHS research
fellow, working on
Four Horned Antilope
in Panna Tiger
Reserve for his Ph.D.
thesis

PIC: KOUSTUBH SHARMA
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More often than not, monsoontwo or three can almost certainly be
becomes a good season to obsergeen even from long distances from
crepuscular and even nocturnal birdtheir distinctive appearance and
like the Black-crowned Night Heron,silhouette. The White Stork has been
Green Bittern, Spotted Owlet andseen recently making it an all time first
Eurasian Eagle owl. for this species in Bhopal according to

The mighty migration begins athose who have been observing birds
month after the rains are gone. Ruddiyn the area for long.

Shelducks herald the beginning of As Bhopal probably lies in one of
migration season by being the first othe important flyways of migratory
the species finding space in the lakbirds, early and late winters mark a high
waters. Following them are sandpipersijse in the species diversity curve when
stints, spoonbills and other wadersplotted against time. Many species like
Coots, CommorTeals, Red-crestedthe Bar-headed Geese, Black-tailed
Pochards, Pintails, Gadwalls, SpotbillsiGodwit, Ruddy Shelduck, Grey-headed
Shovellers and others then reign on thdyna, Rosy PastoiGlossy lbis and
water in decreasing order of abundancenany others do show up, but for a very
Coots being the most abundant, theghort period of time. Few of these are
are in massive numbers of over 20,00@cal migrants, while others are long
wetland birds. These areas comprise @it a time. The Red-crested Pochardlistance migrants.

wide stretches of shallow water as thevhich finds good company in swimming  Another great site for birding, the
water recedes slowlgs a result of this with the Coots are one tenth of the latteaerwa reservoir and the forests
low depth, ducks, waders and mosih number These two species areadjoining it are a few kilometers from
waterfowl congregate here in hugelistinct wanderers of the deep waterthe Lake. These forests are old, to an
numbers. Come summehe vast sheet of the Upper Lake. Other waterfowl carextent pristine, and hold an enviable
of water narrows down to a meager yebe seen avidly diving, basking andirdlist. Brown Fishing Owl, Crested
substantial band of watdthis perhaps foraging in the shallow regions. Serpent Eagle, Scarlet Miniv&ellow-
was the real Kolans river almost a As come the preyso come the cheeked Tits and flycatchers are
millennium agoAs this side of the lake predators. Marsh Harriers are the primamongst the conspicuous species that
adjoins cultivated land with wheat andaptors soaring in clear sky causingan be seen. Thanks to some dedicated
maize being the main crop, Sarus Cranagrvousness amongst the tightlefforts of afforestation by the Bhoj
the bird that is religiously protectedpacked flocks of various waterfowl.Wetland Project, the two areas might
finds home in them. Hordes of Saru®©ccasional sightings of Osptd3allass get connected soon.

Cranes from nearby areas fly down té-ish-Eagle, Pied Harrigreater Spotted ~ The Upper Lake of Bhopal almost
this area of the wetland as the suBagle andawny Eagle may also adorncertainly is a unique IBA as it is well
moves to its zenitt record number of the checklist during winters. within city boundaries of a fast growing
161 Sarus Cranes were observed during Four species of storks are reportedity. Proper management with support
2000-2001 in the month éfpril. Apart  from the lake periphemmong the rarer from and to local inhabitants will ensure
from these, huge numbers of Openenes, are the Black-necked Storks ardsting glory of this avifauna-rich,
billed Storks, Black-tailed Godwits, White Storks. The Black-necked Storkmultipurpose wetland situated right in
Gadwalls, Shovellers, Bar-headed Geeding a regular visitor in numbers othe heart of the country

and Northern Pintails gather on these

shallow waters.

The first showers make the birds
move south. Only a few Egret:
represent the wetland avian faun
conspicuously But monsoon is the
season when one gets to see spec
that are otherwise never seen her

While sighting a Chestnut Bittern is ﬂ \.\ \
almost certain in the marshes towatrt e
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Van Vihar, presence of Pied-creste; \
Cuckoo announces the onset ( e i

monsoon as everywhere nesting pai '} =
of Pheasant-tailed and Bronze-winge J

Jacanas magically walk around the

floating nests become a common sight

PIC: KOUSTUBH SHARMA
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Kuloljyoti Lahkar

is an IBCN partner
and has been
working on birds in
North-east India
over the last eight
years and did
many surveys on
data deficient
IBASs.

16

PIC: ANWARUDDIN CHOUDHURY

Majuli — a lesser
known IBA In Assam

ajuli with an area of 880 kmi The climate of the Majuli is of tropical
perhaps the largest river islandnonsoon type. The insular location,

of the world According toMill's  presence of wetlands and a high level of
Reportthe area of the island wasunderground water keep the island relatively
1140 kn2in 1853. But as a result of erosiommoist even in winter also (Bhagabati and

by the river Brahmaputra, the island hakahkar 1998)Average annual rainfall is

shrunk to an area of 880 Rim 1996. Earlier around 2600mm. December and January
Majuli was a part of the main land, the Jorhahonths receives less rainfall. During June
plain.According tcAhom History Satsori to September the area receives heavy

Asom Buran)i during the reign oAhom rainfall, about 80% of the totaRnnual

King Gadadhar Singha, in a big flood in 169temperature ranges from 7C to 37C. The

Brahmaputra had changed its course frorelative humidity varies between 70-96%,

north to south and joining Dihing riverannual average being 82%. In January and
formed the Majuli. Earlier it was known ad-ebruary the island experiences unbearable

Majali or Luit Majuli. Majuli is a spindle dust wind.
shaped island and is surrounded by There is no reserved forest in Majuli.
northern channel of Brahmaputra, thélowever patches of village forest, bamboo

Kherkatia suti, and Brahmaputra proper igroves and cane-brakes can be seen at

the south. irregular intervals. Usually tall trees occur

Majuli is in Jorhat district and is aboutalong the roads and iBatras (religio-
15 km from the district head-quartéidies cultural institutions). Major tree species
in between 26°13'-27°47°'N and 93°30'-94°5Mclude: Albizzia procera Bischofia
E. The average altitude of the island is 84javanica Bombax ceibalLagerstroemia
m above sea level. The river Tuni (which iflosreginag Amoora wallichij Engenia
the abandoned course of Dikhou riverjamblana Dillenia indica, Terminalia
flows through the island. There are morarjuna, Ficus glomerataFicus religiosa
than 6(beels(Wetlands) in Majuliand itis Acacia catechuBarringtonia acutangula
surrounded by more than 20 sand bars Anthocephalus cadambkand Azadirachta
chapories The soils of the island areindica. HugeTerminalia chebulare mainly
alluvial type. seen in the Satras.
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Among the deciduolBombax ceiba
(Silk Cotton tree, locally known as
Simaly andLagerstroemia flosreginae
(Azar) have great importancAzar is
widely used to build country boats. It is
worth mentioning that in Majuli almost
every family keeps a boat for floods. The s
Simalu often reaches a height of about 40
meters and is the main nesting tree for
many birds. But indiscriminate felling in
mid-nineties has reduced its number ¢
considerably ’

PIC: M. ZAFAR-UL ISLAM

In Majuli a wide variety of grasses o .'-- he Nt s i N
are found. The roonIglns, marshes, Mr. Tilak Sarmah is an IBCN partner regularly monitoring birds in Majuli and
and chaporiesof N_laJUI' favour the actively working to conserve birds
growth of a variety of grasses.
Phragmites karkgKhagori), Arundo island are main wintering and hunting'nulni” ... ... .... He also recorded

donax (Nal), Hemarthria pratesse ground of Common Crar@rus grus  Marsh Babbler and JerdsnBabbler
Saccharum spontaneu(iohua) and Every winter major wetlands become from Kamalabari. But there is no recent
Chrysopogon aciculatusccur along full with ducks mainly Pintails and report of occurrence of Black-breasted
the river banks and swampy areagzerruginous Pochard. Other ducks sedParrotbill in Majuli or nearby areas.
Imperata cylindrica (Ulu kher), in Majuli are elusive Falcated Duck,However it may occur in the
Erianthus ravennaéEkora),Cynodon endangered Baer Pochard, Common surrounding small islands.
dactylon Themeda arundinaceand Pochard,Tufted Pochard, Shoveller  The love for wild birds in Majuliis a
\etiveria zizniodegrow in relatively Red-crested Pochard and Comrfieal. tradition, however poaching is not
dry areas. In the Brahmaputra flocks of Spotbilluncommon. Both resident and
There are more than 6Beeks and Brhminy duck are found. Spot-migratory species, are poached for local
wetlands of varying size and depth irbilled Pelicans are found mainly in theconsumption and also to sell outside
Majuli. Some of them are: Duboritoli, large and medium sizedeek as the Majuli. NGOs should take up
Chakuli, Bhereki, KakorikotéAudubi wetlands are locally known. awareness, motivation and educational
and Kharkhari. Openbill Stork is also seen in huggrogrammes for conservation.
The flood is a cause of both sorromnumbers. Majuli is famous for their
and joy for Majuli. On one hand it breeding colonies. Earlier Black-necked Acknowledgements
destroys paddy fields and on the othesindWooly-necked ®rks also used to | thank Dt Anwaruddin Choudhury
hand it leaves fertile silt over the landbreed regularly but nowadays ndor comments on the manuscript,
which makes it more productive. Thesdreeding reports have been received. Rafar-ul Islam for his regular reminders
highly productive lands and wetlandds worth mentioning that the Lesseto write for Mistnet; Dr Asad R.
attract a wide variety of birds. MajuliisAdjutant also breeds in Majuli. In Rahmani, DrAbani Kumar Bhagabati
not only a host of many resident birdsummer the Indian whiskerefern and Tilak Sarmah for their continuous
but it also attracts thousands obreeds in the Majuli in large numberssupport.
migratory birds including some rare(Tilak Sarmatpers. comn).
species in winterMajuli is a good Among the raptors, PallasFish References
example of symbiotic relation betweerEagle breeds regularly (Bhagabati and BhagabatiA. K. and LahkarK. (1998).
man and nature. In Majuli, thelLahkar 1998). Red-necked Falcon alsSome aspects of Biodiversity and its
flourishing Vaishnavite culture has breeds in Majuli (Tilak Sarmalpers. conservation in river islands of
helped to create a friendly environmentomm). Black-shouldered Kite, Shikra, Brahmaputra, Assan83pp + 7 maps.
for birdlife. Short-toed Snake Eagle, Pied HarrieReport to the WWF-India, North East
In winter the island resounds the calMarsh Harrier Osprey are other birdsRegional Office, Guwahati. (unpub-
of migratory birds. In one flock severalof prey lished).
hundred Greylag Geese can be seen in Stevens (1914-15) recorded Black- Mahanta, PK., ed. (2001)Majuli.
the fields. They even forage near théreasted ParrotbilParadoxornis Grantha-Sangskriti. Jorhat.
feet of the farmers. Barheaded Geedtvirostrisfrom Kamalabari of Majuli. Moffat Mills, A. J. Repot on the
remain mainly in the Brahmaputra. InHe wrote that this bird’ favourite Province ofAssamAssam Publication
this stretch of the river and in the santhaunts were dense thickets of reedgoard. Guwahati. reprinted in 1984.
bars orchaporiesBarheaded are seen‘ekra” and “tora” or wild cardamomin  Stevens, H. (1914-15): Birds of upper
with other ducks. The undisturbed smatthoolahs” and low-lying ground Assam.JBNHS23: 234-268, 547-570,
fragmentedchaporiesnear the main “bhils” and also in the mixed grasses721-736.
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Migratory shorebird
flyway overview

available

The Consultation draft o
“Migratory Shorebirds of the Eas
Asian-Australasian Flyway: Populatio
estimates and Important Sites” &
M. Bamford, D Watkins,W. Bancroft,
G. Tischler and JWahl, is available
for peer review at Hyperlink
“http://www.wetlands-oceania.gt

Please forward the information abol
the consultation draft to everybody
who might be able to contribute in som
way. All review contributions will be
acknowledged in the final report an
contributors will receive a printed as we
as a CD-Rom version of the report. §
it's definitely worth having a look at the
draft.

Contact email
<Doug.watkins@ea.goau> or
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Bhittarkanika mangrove forests
destroyed by fire

Large patches of mangrove forestsseedlings and firewood collectio
have been destroyed by fires atGrazing by buffaloes is common .
Narayanpur and Krushnapriyapur  The state government is yet t
villages in the Bhittarkanika take adequate steps for protecti
National Park. It is believed that of this famed mangrove forest patc
honey collectors had lit some fires which also has been recognize
to scare away bees while collecting recently as a Ramsar site being
honey inside the mangroves. wetland of international
Collection of honey is illegal inside importance.
the National Park. The forest contains most of th
The local fire brigades at mangrove species of the worl

e
d
Pattamundai and Kendrapadaincludingsome extremely rare ones.
ce

could not help due to lack of |t is learnt that due to the absen
expertise and inadequate of a dedicated fire protection syste

1.

(0]
on

h
d
a

equipment.

Due to woeful shortage of forest tracts of mangrove forests are lo

guards, the National Pagkfamed
mangroves are not protected and
trespassers enter it every day for

or equipment, every yearaluable
due to fire.

Biswajit Mohanty

<doug.watkins@deh.gau> illegal honey collection, shrimp

Wildlife Society of Orissa

Genetic analysis of Red Indian Fowl conducted

The HaryanaWildlife Department has Hyderabad.

initiated a pioneer study on theWithaview to breed the pheasants fou
preservation of the Indian Red Junglén Haryana and release them in nature
Fowl, the Chief Conservator of ForestPheasant Breeding Centre we
of the Haryana Government, Mr J.L.established at Morni in early nineties
Srivatsava, said here today The Indian Red Jungle Fowl is
Mr Srivatsava said this was to make g@rogenitor of the domestic poultry . M
detailed genetic analysis of the fowl usingrivatsava said the Indian Red Jung
mitochondrial and micro-satellite DNA. fowl population in the wild was
The Forest Department believes that theontaminated with the genes of domes
study will throw light on the purity of the fowl and the pure Red Jungle Fowl wa
Red Indian Jungle fowl and lay thealmost extinct. The results of the stuc
foundation of the future genetic studiesare likely to be a break through in th
of great practical value to the poultryarea of the conservation of this specie
industry in the world, he added. Mr Jakati claimed that 14 birds wer
The results of the study undertaken imeleased in the wild in 1998 and seven
collaboration with the Centre for DNA 1999. In 2000, the number of the birc
Fingerprinting and Diagnostics, releasedwas 10.

22 Sociable Plover at
Keoladeo National
Park (IBA)

Up to 22 birds have been see
at Keoladeo National Park in
2003. It is estimated that the
world population is under a 1000
birds. “At Bharatpur we saw
some of the Sociable Plovers
eight but there could have been
more in neighboring fields.
Subsequently | heard from Nigel
ndCollar that the global population
, @f this species has collapsec
s and he is fearful of imminent
5. extinction. It could be that the
a more westerly wintering
r populations have gone leaving
lethe Indian birds as the last
ones. He is organising an
ticurgent project to assess the
s situation in Kazakhstan where
y he believes that a change in
e behaviour by shepherds has
»s.caused almost total breeding
e failure.”
in
s

1

Stephan Rumsey
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IBCN PARTNER'S FACT FILE

IBCN Partners Name: PULICAT LAKE BIRD LOVER'S SOCIETY FIRD L

Founded . 2ndJanuary 2003
Registration Number:  786/2003
Contact Person : K. Venkatesh, President

D.No: 9-280 a, Pottisriramulu Street

Sullurpet—524 121

District. Nellore ]

Andhra Pradesh g .
Email . plbls@yahoo.com | SULLURUPET |
Tel. No. : (08623) 244103

About the Society:
Dr. Odd.W. Jacobsen and DP J. Sanjeeva Raj jointly started the Sogciéty the conservation of Pulicat Lake and to
develop the Ecosystem of the lake with the help of young people.

Aims and objectives
Encouraging bird watchers, non-govermental organizations and individuals for protecting birds and their habitat and
developing bird sanctuaries.

Total Membership strength: 40 members

Activites:
I Regular bird observations in and around Nelapattu and Pulicat Bird Sanctuary

I Organising study tours to diérent bird sanctuaries in and around the country
I Conducting bird census week in the month of January

I Educating the students in schools and colleges to bring awareness among them about the need for the protection of
birds and bird sanctuaries, by organizing meetings and discussions in schools and colleges.

I To locate water fowl in new areas for the development of new bird sanctuaries.
I To device policies to protect the natural food available in the bird sanctuaries of the birds.

Achivements of the Society
I The Society has maintained an annual bird census report from 1999 onwards.

I  The Societyd members are selected as guides to educate people in bird watching and other bird heaBersety
received appreciation from the government during Flamingo Festival.

I The Society conducted an excursion for school children of Sullurpet to Nelapattu Bird sanctuary

Future Plans:

I Educating farmers and children around Pulicat and Nellapattu towards bird and habitat conservation through slideshows
and public lecturers.

I To, promote, develop ect-tourism in the sanctuaries.
I Mapping of Pulicat Lake

Pulicat Lake (IBA)

Pic: V. KANNAN
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Expedition to IBAs for
bird photography

-

-
-

# .
AR W

Hira Punjabi

fter doing a lot of bird photography

with minimum equipment and with
300mm lens, finally | got my 500mm lens
and now the journey starts to capture the
rare feather friends about whom | was
dreaming for years.

| planned a trip to Northern India and
Western parts of Rajasthan. First | reached
the Corbett National Park (IBA site) and
stayed there for four days. | visited Corbett
in summer to photograph elephants and
birds. Out of the 69 species of raptors
reported from the Indian subcontinent, 51
were recorded from Corbett. It was winter
season so the mornings were chilNever
-theless, by 07.00 h, | went to the famous
Dhikala grassland where Black-shouldered
Kite Elanus caeruleuseen hovering
commonly Raptors are very di€ult to
photograph. | found that Ramganga river is
a good place to photograph raptors,
especially Pallas’Fish-Eagles, Grey-headed
Fish-Eagle, Crested Serpent Eagle and
OspreyTo get good sharp pictures, the bird
should be in within the range of your lens.
A Crested Serpent Eagle readily obliged me
by allowing me within 50 m.

Evening of the third day | saw a Pali&s’
Fish-Eagle snatch a fish from the Grey-
headed Fish-Eagle, while the latter watched
helplesslyWhile coming back to Dhikala |
saw another PallasFish-Eagle on the bank
of Ramganga river feeding on a fish. | was
able to take some good pictures of this bird.
After eating almost half of the fish, it started
to lift the fish in one of its talon for two to
three times and flapped the wings before
taking the final flight.

Fourth day morning it was misty so |
concentrated on landscape photography
While coming back from Dhikala, | had
sighting of White-crested Laughingthrush.

| proceeded to Nainital from Corbett to
photograph the Himalayan birds as in winter
many birds come down to the foothills of
Himalayas.

MISTNET Vol. 5 No. 1 & 2 Jan-Jun 2004



CONSERVATION

| went back to Keoladev National Park
in Rajasthan which is another extra-ordinary
IBA site in Rajastha and people call it
paradise for birders. Keoladeo is the only ‘&% %
IBA in India where Siberian crane used to &, 14
come till 2001. But other congregatory birds, "F*‘a
especially raptors are easy to photographi!
| could get some photographs of some £
these birds which | have seen Marsh Harrier
Imperial Eagle, Lesser Spotted Eagle, Greate
Spotted Eagle and Lesser Fishing Eagle alsd

In Keoladeo there are many stray dogs
attacking Spotted DeeBamber and even
birds and some times human beings. Thd
Park management are trying to remove thesi
stray dogs. -

From Keoladev | went to another IBA |
site calledTaal Chappar Blackbuck
Sanctuarywhich is one of the very good
site for Eurasian Griffon and Cinerous
Vultures, and also for hundreds of
Demoiselle cranes. | could get some very
good pictures of cranes and vulturest
one time the White-backed and Long-billed
vultures were abundant but now very few
or none are seen. The temperature wa
below 0 °C. | visited one waterhole where
on an acacia tree about one hundred Ring
doves had come to drink water and on
another tree, | spotted a pair of deserf
wheatear also.

| wanted to photograph Demoiselle
cranes and | heard about Kheechan whic
is an identified IBA in Rajasthan near
Phalodi. 1was told by the local people that
some times the number goes upto 10-15,000
Demoiselle cranes.

From Kheechan, | went to Jorbeed which
is dumping ground of dead livestock and is
12 km from Bikanerl spent one full day
there and photographed Eurasian Griffon,
Cinerous and Egyptiaviultures, immature
Black Kite Milvus migrans and also
Sociable PloverFor many yeat wanted to
photograph Steppe Eagles and luckily | wa
delighted to take close ups. My friend told ==
me that you had to put handkerchief on’
your nose if you want to visit Jorbeed, but .
| did not feel discomfitted, as | was totally s
concentrated on my subjects. In wildlife &
photographyone has to be prepared for
such areas.

| regularly visit the IBA sites and other
areas in India and have shot hundreds o
good images over the last two decades.
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Bastar Hill Myna

D uring my recent visit to Bastar | came across
news about the Bastar Hill Myna, which is not only = 4
encouraging but is also an indicator about the future of thi; -
endangered species in the state. Kindly accept o

able to motivate its field staff, to create an atmosphers
amongst people to protect the species. This is no med
achievement. :
However it was gathered that the tendency to capturfge
the fledglings from the nests still prevails and needs to b
curbed immediately
As per the details collected the fledglings are likely to

PIC: M. ZAFAR-UL ISLAM

Confiscated Myna from the Mumbairport

be collected at Kotumsdrirathgarh, Chhindgarh, Keslgor |  Forest deptt may distribute the pamphlets in the villages
Geedam, Darbha, Barsoor area, Nesgitenkonda, Mirhyr and give regular wide publicity through local press,
Bechpal, Outpalli, KosragudaTarrem, Chinnagillur local bodies, its own field units, to this effect.
PendagillurKondapalli, Bhimaram, Udtamalla, Palaguda, |  To give cash incentives to the informers about the
Dareli, Manchal etc. | think forest deptt is well aware of fledgling collectors & sellers /traders.

these facts. Press has also pointed this out. | To apprehend the culprits and get them prosecuted

The breeding of the species may have commenced in  within the frame work of available rules.
this month and the fledglings will be big enough to bel  To obtain assistance of local NGOs, wherever possible.

extracted in the month of Juige still have enoughtimeto |  Forest deptt field units may also be suitably instructed
appeal to the people, apart from taking following actions, / motivated to be alert and act fast in this respect.
particularly in the areas mentioned above. Good workers may be rewarded and vice versa.
| trust that you may agree with me in this matter and will

Identify the breeding areas. leave no stone unturned to resort to all preventive measures
| To locate the nests and protect them. immediately to conserve this endangered species.
I Prevent the villagers to collect fledglings from the  The Chhattisgarh wildlife Society requests your kind-

nest. self for an immediate action.
| To prevent the sale and purchase of the bird of any A.M.K. Bharos

size. IBCN State coordinator of Chhatisgarh and MP

IBCN Warrior awarded

A. K Sahay noted wildlife photographeuriter and His association with Prakriti Samsad, a Kolkata based nature
IBCN member was awarded the®@Wildlife Award by the club also has influenced him.
Goa State Government at a well attended function in PanjimHis mission in life, is to spread the awareness that we
recently Mr. Sahay recieved the award from the Forel8@ve to protect our forest an wildlife in our own selfish
Minister ShriVinay Tendulkar The Sate Environment interests.
minister was also present. The citation said that the awaxd
was given for MrSahays contribution towards creating
awareness about the need to conserve wildlife through his
writings and photo columns in several newspapers. His
columns like “Tek in theWild and ‘NaturéWatch'in the
Times of India have earned him considerable popularity i
Goa.

When he was in Kolkata he wrote the wildlife column
for the ‘Statesman’, one of the most prestigious Englis
dailies of our countryMr. Sahay is a life member of BNHS.
He has attended several nature camps. When conta
over phone MrSahay expressed happiness and said th
lot of the credit for the award goes to BNHS. He also s ; s .
that his experiences in the nature F:amps with BNH_S Mr. Sahay receivingt8teWildlife Award from the
members has to a great deal shaped his thoughts and action. Environment Minister of Goa
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BREE

PIC: M. ZAFAR-UL ISLAM

Sewri (IBA) Is In danger

The open mudflats of Trombay and Raptors also use the area as a stop- While all attempts are being made
Sewri are located along tAeabian Sea  over and a few of them winter here, by the BNHS and other institutes and
in MumbaiAn areac. 10 kmlongand 3 such as the Eurasian Marsh Har@er ~ also by some individuals, even at this
km wide, is dominated by mangroves cus aeruginosuand the Greater Spot- supposedly belated stage, to mobilize
all along the coast. ted EagleAquila clanga opinion towards ensuring that the

The area is prohibited for the gen-  Now, six-lane causeway is planned flamingo and other wader
eral public. The jetty of Mumbai Port by the Maharashtra Government fromcongregations remain Sewree as
Trust (MbPT), Bhabh@tomic Re- Seweri to Nhava Shiva. This road- Important BirdAreas in Maharashtra.
search Centre (BARC), afidta Elec- bridge will go right through the Hope the Government will restore this
trical are located along the area. Thereflamingo habitat. internationally important bird site.
are refineries of Oil and Natural Gas
Commission (ONGC), Bharat Petroleum
Corporation Limited (BPCL) and
Hindustan Petroleum Corporation Lim-
ited (HPCL).

Despite the high degree of pollu-
tion, the area is a winter refuge for thou-
sands of migratory birds from as far as
the Arctic circle. They include sand-
pipers, plovers, gulls and terns. The
area also supports a large congrega-
tion of flamingos, which are local mi-
grants probably from Gujarat. During
December-January Lesser Flamingo
Phoenicopterus minand Greater Fla-

mingoPhoenicopterus rubeare seen . o~ ) d
up to 15,000 along with other waders. FlamingoWatch was aganised by IBCN in 2003 where around 2000 thousand people came

PIC: M. ZAFAR-UL ISLAM
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IBA Day
celebrated

is is to state thawild Orissa, an active pro-wildlife Samiti of Mangalajodi assistadfild Orissa in the conduct
T'c;rganization and an active organizational partner in tHef the event. .

Indian Bird Conservation Network, organized a functionto The function started at 1000 h. School children were
celebrate the IBAImportant BirdArea) day on the 7th Welcomed and given talks on need to conserve and preserve
February 2004 at Mangalajodi on the shores of Chilika Lak&irds and their habitats. Special emphasis was laid on Chilika
This function was attended by about 300 school childrelgke, whichis a vital IBAsite of Orissahfter that the children
from 5 schools of the area, namely Mangalajodi ME Schodf/€re taken around forlaird walk’ , which lasted about 2 h.
Raula Sahi Prathamik¥idyalaya, Padma Kumuda During this walk, children were provided with practical tips
Vidyaniketan, Karatia Sahi Prathamikédyalaya and ©On waterfowl/water_bird id_entificatiorAfter the wal!( the
Mangalajodi Girls High School, schoolteachers, apart frorghildren were provided with refreshments and stickers on
the village headman, village elders, &tétheTangiwildife ~ Pird conservation were distributed. Mianda Kishore
Range including the Foresterembers of Sri Mahavir Pakshi Bhujabal.Governor, Tangi Regional Chapter Wiild Orissa
Surakshya Samiti of Mangalajodi (bird protection committeeind Head sub-committee on Chilika Bird Protection, was the
wildlife lovers of the area and membersWfid Orissa. ~ Chief organizer on our behalf.

Volunteers and members of the Sri Mahavir Pakshi Surakshya M (e e St

...at Sirpur Lake

To inculcate love for birds and to create awaren
towards conservation of birds and its habitat among
school children, Society for Nature Education arfdy’g
Habitats (SNEH) in collaboration with IBCN and BNH g
organized IBAday on 15ttFebruary 2004 at Sirplialab, gEE il \
Indore. SirpuiTalab attracts lge number of migratory & f_j- '
birds during winter o - T o o’ i

Around 200 students of standard VIl and VII1 from 15 S, (SR8 CHR FREFIE RE:
schools participated. | = gy S Ak

Before the event students were sent notes Of
migration, how to use binoculars, migration map, how q 4
do bird watching and a book ‘The Book of Indian Bird gt
was given to each school. Coloured leaflets containing. .. ...
information on birds were distributed. T

On the day of the event students started arriving edly =& ==y
in the morning at the venue. They were briefed aboBtagh ==

PICS: DINESH KOTHARI

for nature walk accompanied by teachers and reso
persons. It was a different experience for many of tffe
students. They enjoyed watching the birds and asked 3
endless questions. The media coverage was excellent.
The function was a big success. It not only provided "
students with much needed exposure to environment™"
but also provided them with an insight to endangered
species.
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Bird Awareness Campaign
In Mandvi Forest near Surat

Bird Conservation Society of Surat (BCSS)
In association with IBCN

emphasis on creatlng awareness amongst aII age group of
the society Youngsters, and the school children are on the
top of the list. On 22n&ebruary 2004, 55 children in the
age group of 10-13 years from a Surat based school “Rive#
Dale Academy” were selected for participation in bird =8
watching camp in the forest of Mandvi.

The campign started, a day in advance, by a slide show
on “The Birds of Indian Subcontinent” at school. The
students along with their parents keenly watched the slides
show The Mandvi forest is located only 75km northeast of
Surat city in south Gujarat. The dry-deciduous forest
spreads in an area of 200 sqg. kApart from its faunal
wealth, six small irrigation dams forms the beautiful lakes in
the forest that provides a perfect habitat for many migratory
and resident birds.

The trek started very early in the morning om@2
February Before starting, MiSiddarth Shah — President-
BCSS, briefed the children about the importance of birds in
our ecosystemrhereafterchildren were generally divided
in four groups. Each group was led by a senior birdwatcher
and wildlife photographers Shailesh Maskaijesh Jadhav
Debasis Jadia, Jayantbhai Bhojawala and Tushar Lad. They
helped the children in identifying birds in the field, its field
behaviour and preparing a checklist. The children were
indeed fascinated by watching and listening to the calls of
various migratory ducks, storks and other resident birds of
the forest.

On the trek, MrRajput, RFO Mandvi North range showed
a deep interest to educate children about floral wealth of
the forest. He also acquainted the children about the
medicinal value of various flora of the forest.

The trek was converted into an interactive session before
lunch break at a place called “Hela Dhaba” in the core area
of the forest. A quiz contest was also arranged between
four groups of children nameHger, Lion, Cheetah and
Leopard. The children demonstrated a great deal of
enthusiasm during the contest. Members of the winning
group were given a price from BCSS, a “Certificate of
Appreciation” from BCSS also felicitated all the participants.
Mr. Rajput handed over the certificate to the participants.

BCSS is looking forward to organizing more and more
such awareness campaigns in association with IBCN.

PIC: BCSS
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Proposal for Sunabeda-Khariar forest
(IBA site) as Tiger Reserve

The state forest of Sunabeda-Khariar in Nuapara districProject Tiger scheme, and since these forest areas constitute
of Orissa constitutes a vital tiger habitat, which holds aa contiguous forest patch with the Sunabeda-Khariar forests
lot of promise for the future of the tiger conservation in of Orissa, attempts to also bring the latter under the said
central India. The most important factor is a healthyscheme needs to be made immediately which an
population of tigers, which the 2002 census had put at 2éxtremely viable tiger habitat would be available for our
for the Sunabeda Sanctuary itself! Considering the presendgture generations. The Steering Committee of Project Tiger
of a few more from the adjoining Khariar forests (Orissa), a
viable genetic pool of tigers capable of sustaining for more
than many decades is available. Sparsely populated witt
human beings, and with forests not yet damaged or
plundered, these forests in Orissa are yet to get the 2‘0 Ez ;
necessary attentioiwild Orissa (IBCN member) has been L Drésea
e
& e
s, B i |

campaigning for their inclusion under the Project Tiger 'ﬁ‘fl-:.rim . Q...u..l.;:
\ ') o
- I|I . Ir ]

Scheme since last seven years nand it has also carried
out a detailed survey with the assistance of the WWF-
India, apart from is members participating in tiger/leopard
enumeration exercises in the paghe extremely rar@/ild
Buffalo Bubalus bubalis (-arnee)still use the
aforementioned forest corridor to enter Orissa, and the Oriss
state would definitely become all the more poorer if this
fragile connectivity is broken up in future. has already cleared the Sitanadi and Udanti forests of
It is learnt that the proposal to include these forestChattisgarh for inclusion under the Project Tiger Scheme
under the project Tiger Scheme is yet to be forwarded byjuring the 10tlFiveYear Plan, but Sunabeda-Khariar could
the Government of Orissa to the Ministry of Environmentnot find place as the State Government of Orissa is yet to
and Forests, Government of India. The loss of time wouldorward the requisite proposal. Bringing the Sunabeda-
only be severely detrimental for the future of the tiger inKhariar forests under the Project Tiger umbrella would not
Orissa, as Sunabeda-Khariar forests hold great promise aftehange their legal status but would entail immense benefits

the famous Simlipal forests. for the State of Orissa, both monetary and otherwise.

In this regard it also being mentioned that the Chattisgarh
State government has already initiated actions for getting Monalisa Bhujbal
the Sitanadi and Udanti forest areas of that State under the Secretary
Wild Orissa

PIC: OTTO PFISTER
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Conservation of IBAs by
‘Site Support Group’
In Nashik, Maharasthra

B. Raha and Narayan Bhure

e Nature Conservation Society
I Nashik (NCSN) is actively W W

involved in creating public h_:
e
i

awareness for conservation of IBAs and
birds in Nashik district of Maharasthra.
The NCSN an IBCN partnghas been
working at the grass-root level to
conserve birds and their habitats with
the well supported association of the
local people, youth, government and
non-government agencies working
there, school teachers and students.
Because of the conservation efforts by
NCSN and IBCN, the Maharashtra Forest
department has identified Nandur-
MadhameshwarGreat Indian Bustard
habitat of Wani-Ozhar grassland and
Gangapur grassland-wetland as IBAs
and included in th&Vorking Plans.
NCSN explored new birding areas,
especially the nesting sites of Long-
billed Gyps indicusand White-backed
Gyps bengalensiaultures afAnjaneri-
Trimbakeshwar and Blackbuck habitat
of RajapurYeola. The NCSN has started
conservation work with peoplg’
participation so as to strengthen the
forest departments efforts, through
many activities such as drawing
competition for village and urban school
children. NCSN has raised funds to
felicitate the winners of competition,
those children were given school bags,
compass box, drawing equipments, notg
books, Tiffin box, Photograph,
illustrative posters.

The photo published herewith i
shows the group of award winners in
the nature drawing competition held in
the Anjaneri schoolThe students are £
accompanied by their teachers, the
sponsorer of the event MAjay
Ramnathkar- M. D. Ivory Soap Ltd,
Ambad and Shri. Bhure NCSN member
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RESEARCH TO CONSERVATION

The catastrophic
collapse of the
Asian vulture

PIC: M. ZAFAR-UL ISLAM
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The catastrophic collapse diclofenac is used in veterinary
of the Asian vulture populations is medicine.
one of the most serious issues facing This project has two main
the international conservationcomponents. The first part of the
community today Three once workis to take samples from livestock
abundant species, the Oriental whitesarcasses to see how many of thes
backed vultur&yps bengalensithe contain high enough levels of
long-billed vultureGyps indicusand diclofenac in their tissues to Kill
the slender-billed vultur&yps vultures. The second part of the
tenuirostris now face extinction. The project is to interview veterinarians
major cause of the vulture populatio@nd pharmacists in order to
crash is accepted to be poisoning bynderstand how diclofenac is being
the veterinary drug, diclofenac, theised to treat livestock and to look for
most widely used veterinary pain-killepossible alternatives to take its place
in SouthAsia.Vultures are exposed toin the veterinary marketplace.
diclofenac through consuming tissues We are very keen to hear from
of livestock that were treated withmembers of the IBCN that know areas
diclofenac shortly before dying. where vultures either regularly feed
To ensure that vultures do nonow or used to be commonly seen
become extinct, DWibhu Prakash is We are also eager to contac
leading the BNHS for developing aveterinarians and pharmacists whd
long-term captive holding andare willing to contribute information
breeding centre. Howeverfor about how diclofenac is used ang
vultures to survive in the wild, wepotentially being involved in future
ultimately need to prevent vulturesfforts to phase out diclofenac.
being exposed to diclofenac in their If you have any information on
natural habitats. The BNHS togethesites where vultures feed, or know
with Royal Society for the Protectionany pharmacists or veterinarians whe
of Birds have recently started avould be interested in being
collaborative project with theildlife  interviewed about diclofenac use,
Institute of India that aims toplease contact the BNHS offige.
understand where, hovand why

e

Susanne Shultz (RSPB)
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Twenty vultures (possibly
Slender-billed and White-backed) died
at Saralapathar Dhaboli Chouk in the
north-western part of the Jorhat town,
Assam on yesterday (March 2, 2004).
The vultures died after consuming
meat of a goat, which was poisoned by
its owner one Kandarpa Goswami.
Earlier, the goat was bitten by a rabid
dog and as a result, the owner had put
insecticide (Eldrin) and abandoned the
carcass in the field.

In these 20 vultures, there could be
couple of breeding pairs, as a result the
chicks would have also died because
of starvation.

The news came in the newspapers and
the local people of the area came out to
the road to protest against this brutal
killing. Seeing the anger of the local
people, the offender fled with his

family from the area.

On Tuesday morning , January 03,
2004 eight vultures were killed by a

train near Moran, informed (Kulojyoti)
Mridu Paban Phukan. He rushed to the
spot and could identify 4 vultures as
Slendetbilled Vulture.The other

vultures could be Slender-billed or
there might be White-backed also.

Kulojyoti Lahkar (IBCN member)
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To promote conservation of birds and their habitats through the development of a
national network of individuals, organisations and the government

Andaman & Nicobar Islands

Dr. Lalitha Vijayan

Salim Ali Centre for Ornithology & Natural History
(SACON), Anaikatty PO, Coimbatore-641 108
Tamil Nadu. Email: sacon@vsnl.com
Andhra Pradesh

Ms. Kalyani Kandula

H. No. 161, BHEL HIG Phase Il
Madinaguda, Near Miyapur
Hyderabad-500 050

Email: mukal@eth.net

Assam

Mr. Mohd. Firoz Ahmed

“Evergreen”, Samanwoy Path (Survey)
Beltola, Guwahati-781028, Assam
Email: firozahmed@onlysmart.com
Bihar and Jharkhand

Mr. Arvind Mishra

Mandar Nature Club

Anand Chikitsalaya Road

Bhagalpur, Bihar

Email: mncarvind@hotmail.com

Delhi

Mr. Nikhil Devasar

Delhi Bird Club, C 1/503 Mayfair Tower,
Charmwood Village, Eros Garden, Surajkund Rd.,
Faridabad, Haryana. Email: nik@delhibird.org,
Jammu & Kashmir

Dr. Rahul Kaul

WPA Coordinator, South Asia Regional
S-56/1 DLF Phase llI

Gurgaon- 122 002, Haryana

Email: r_kaul@hotmail.com

Gujarat

Mr. Lavkumar Khacher

14, Jayant Society

Rajkot- 360 004 Gujarat

Haryana and Punjab

Dr. Rajiv Kalsi

Department of Zoology

MLN College, Yamuna Nagar 1350 01, Haryana.
Email: r_kalsi@sancharnet.in

Himachal Pradesh

Mr. Sanjeeva Pandey

Director, Great Himalayan National Park
At-Shamshi- 175 125

Kullu, Himachal Pradesh

Email: dirchnp@sancharnet.in
Karnataka

Dr. S. Subramanya

PHT Scheme, J Block

GKVK Campus

University Of Agricultural Sciences,
Banglore, Karnataka- 560 065

Email: Subbus@vsnl.com

Kerala

Mr. P. O. Nameer

Asst. Professor, College of Forestry
Kerala Agricultural University (KAU)
KAU (PO) 680 656

Thrissur, Kerala  Email: trc_ nameer@sancharnet.in

Madhya Pradesh and Chhattisgarh
Mr. Arun M. K. Bharos

B-101 Gayatrinagar, PO Shankar Nagar
Raipur-492 007, Chhattisgarh

Email: CWSRAIPUR@hotmail.com

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

Maharashtra

Mr. Bishwarup Raha

Hemant Vihar, 13, Savarkar Nagar

Off. Gangapur Road, Nashik—422005, Maharashtra,
Email: wolfajay@hotmail.com

Orissa

Mr. Biswajit Mohanty

Wildlife Society of Orissa

“Shantikunj”, Link Road, Cuttack- 753 012
Orissa. Email: biswajit_m@vsnl.com
Pondicherry:

Dr. Priya Davidar

School of Ecology & Environmental Sciences Pondicherry
University, Kalapet, Pondicherry , Email:
pdavidar@yahoo.com

Rajasthan

Mr. Manoj Kulshreshtha

Snehdeep, B-33, Sethi Colony

Jaipur, Rajasthan

Email: snehdeep_jpl@sancharnet.in

Sikkim

Ms. Usha Ganguli-Lachungpa

Sr. Research Officer (WL)

Government of Sikkim

Department of Forest, Environment & Wildlife
Deorali-737 102, Gangtok, Sikkim

Email: ganden@dte.vsnl.net.in

Tamil Nadu

1. Mr. P.Pramod
Salim Ali Centre for Ornithology & Natural History
(SACON), Anaikatty PO, Coimbatore-641 108,
TN Email: sacon@vsnl.com

2. Dr. V. Santharam
Clo Institute of Bird Studies & Natural History
Rishi Valley Education Centre, Chittor — 517 352
Andhra Pradesh ~ Email:vsram2003@yahoo.co.in

Uttar Pradesh (West and East)

1. Prof. H. S. A. Yahya (Western UP)
Department of Wildlife Sciences
Aligarh Muslim University, Aligarh-202 002
Email: hafiz_yahya@hotmail.com

2. Dr. Vijay Pratap Singh (Eastern UP)
Jaidev Nagar (Rajgarh), Lakhimpur Kheri
UP- 262 701 Email: tarai_eco@yahoo.com

Uttaranchal

Dr. Bivash Pandav

c/o Wildlife Institute of India

P.O. Box 18, Chandrabani
Dehra Dun 2480 01, Uttaranchal
Email: pandavb@wii.gov.in

West Bengal

Mr. Kushal Mookherjee

Asstt. Secretary, Prakriti Samsad
65, Golf Club Road,

Calcutta-700 033

Email: kushal@cal3.vsnl.net.in

North-East State

Dr. Anwaruddin Choudhury

C/o Mr Alauddin Choudhury,

Near Gate No.1 of Nehru Stadium, Islampur Road,
Guwahati 781 007, Email: badrul@sancharnet.in
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75 organisations are partners of IBCN but all do not have logos

The IBA programme will produce inventories of internationally recognised sites vital for the conservation of birds. Thesg sites

will be identified using a set of four standard global criteria: (a) presence of globally threatened species (b) restricted range qr endemic
birds, (c) biome restricted assemblages and (d) sites having large congregations of birds. These criteria are designed by BirdLife
International to select representative areas of the most important bird habitats, particularly those which are under the mpst severe
pressure. Given that birds are good indicators of overall biological divensisy IBAs will be important for other species as well.
What is the IBCN: It is a Network of Indian organisations and individuals who have agreed to collaborate to promote the
conservation of birds in India and through them, the conservation of biological diversity as a whole. IBCN is one of the|leading
membership networks of India, with more than 800 individuals and 75 organizations as members. It publishes a quarterly
newsletter Mistnet for its members.
IBCN Membership: Join and become important links in the IBGAinual membership fee is Rs. 100/- payable through Demand
Draft/Money Order/cash in favour of ‘Bombay Natural History Society’, in case of outstation cheques add Rs. 40/-.
Kindly contact for membership form

Zafarul Islam, Projects ManagdBA-IBCN, Bombay Natural History Societidornbill House, SB Singh Road,

Mumbai 400 023, IndigEmail: IBAbnhs@vsnl.neWebsite <www.ibcnetwork.og>




