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The ‘Threatened Birds of Asia’
states that out of 2,700 bird
species in Asia, 323 are presently
threatened - a shocking 12% of
all bird species.  All 323
threatened species are at risk of
extinction from human activities,
particularly habitat loss or
degradation resulting from
unsustainable and often illegal
logging, and land or wetland

clearance for agriculture or exotic timber plantations. Species
extinction is also the indication and result of major human-
induced changes in the world’s ecosystems. These
ecosystems provide vital services such as maintaining global
climate patterns, mediating the carbon cycle, safeguarding
watersheds and stabilizing soils which are valued at
approximately 1386 trillion US dollars per year.

In India, 78 species of birds are threatened with
extinction, with 8 listed as critical. Out of these the Pink-
headed Duck Rhodonessa caryophyllacea and Himalayan
Quail Ophrysia superciliosa are probably extinct, scientists
have found no evidence of their survival despite various
field expeditions.  To prevent extinction we need better
knowledge of threatened species, effective legal and social
actions and more sustainable use of natural resources.

One such bird is the Sociable Lapwing Chettusia
gregaria which is protected, according to national
legislation, all over its breeding range in Russia and
Kazakhstan and also its wintering range up to south Asia
including India. However the decline of this bird population
which was observed throughout the entire 20th century,
and most notably in the beginning of the century, in 1950s
and then further in 1970 to 1990s, requires urgent measures
to be undertaken by all range States, as well as by the states
which have not yet joined the international agreement but
which are responsible for the survival of the Sociable

Lapwing on its breeding, migration and wintering areas.
The International Action Plan for the Sociable Lapwing

was commissioned by the Secretariat of African-Eurasian
Waterbird Agreement and European Division of BirdLife
International, and was prepared by the Russian Bird
Conservation Union (BirdLife International Partner
Designate in Russia).

This Action Plan describes and evaluates current
knowledge on ecology, habitat requirements, and seasonal
distribution of the Sociable Lapwing, as well as
conservation measures which have to be undertaken both
by governmental and non-governmental bodies to ensure
that the decline of the species population does not
continue. The Plan also outlines the most urgent
requirements to cover existing gaps in current knowledge
about this species and its population decline. Although
habitat transformation on breeding grounds has so far been
indicated as the main reason for the decline in the middle of
20th century, the factors which influence this decline are
by the end of 1990s  not so clear and are probably related
to the state of habitats in areas of migration stopovers and
wintering.

These issues have to be clarified, and are thus
considered among the most urgent activities which will
determine the success of the implementation of this Action
Plan.  The Sociable Lapwing is reported from eight Indian
IBAs which are Valmiki Tiger Reserve in Bihar, Okhla in
Delhi, Flamingo City, Naliya WLS in Gujarat, Dihaila Jheel
in Madhya Pradesh, Keoladeo National Park in Rajasthan,
Kurra Jheel in Uttar Pradesh, and Corbet Tiger Reserve in
Uttaranchal.

I request, IBCN partners to look for this bird and
send us information, as every record is important for this
bird.

Zafar-ul Islam
Projects Manager IBA-IBCN

From the Editor...

Conservation of Threatened Birds in India
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The Indian Sarus Crane Grus antigone
is one of those  species of birds that is
difficult to overlook, and yet is difficult

to conserve. The Sarus Crane is a common
inhabitant of paddy fields and small
wetlands in many areas in central, western
and northern India. Though much has
already been written about their status and
distribution, comparatively little has been
initiated and documented to understand the
processes required to kick-start a
conservation programme that will ensure
protection and survival of the species in
the Indian landscape. The past 5-8 years
have seen a quantum leap in studies
dedicated to determining the ecological
requirements of the Sarus Crane. This
process of understanding the species
continues, as it indeed should. And the
process for its conservation has begun in
earnest.

In late 2001, at the initiative of the
Wildlife Protection Society of India (WPSI)
and the International Crane Foundation
(ICF), around 60 individuals committed to
the cause of the Sarus Cranes met in
Bharatpur’s Keoladeo National Park to
discuss the issue of crane conservation in
India. From that meeting, the Indian
Working Group on Cranes was reborn and
named the Indian Cranes and Wetlands
Working Group (ICWWG) in order to
acknowledge the basic issues related to
Sarus conservation and the need to deal
with them. The meeting reiterated the
complications that needed to be managed
to ensure the conservation of this species
and its habitat. Much of the population of
the Sarus Crane is found outside protected
areas, in private fields or medium sized
marshlands that are community lands of

K.S. Gopi Sundar
Principal Co-ordinator,
Indian Cranes and Wetlands
Working Group
C/o International Crane Foundation,
E-11376, Shady Lane Road, Baraboo,
 WI – 53713, U.S.A. and
C/o Wildlife Protection Society of India,
M 52, Greater Kailash Part-I,
New Delhi – 110048, India.
Email: gopi@savingcranes.org

Conserving the
Sarus Crane
Grus antigone
in India

specific villages. The conventional way of
wildlife protection in India, enforcement of
law within boundaries designated protected
areas, will thus be inadequate for this
species. To compound matters, most of the
other wetlands that are not otherwise
community areas, are classified as
wastelands under the land use
categorization carried out and managed by
the Ministry of Urban Development. These
factors effectively puts it out of direct reach
of the Ministry of Environment and Forests,
which is the formal governmental authority
in charge of the conservation of the Sarus.
The Sarus is thus conservationally
challenged.

As a result of its omnivorous habits, and
due to the wanton destruction, deterioration
and conversion of wetlands, the Sarus
Crane is forced to use habitats that resemble
natural wetlands, i. e. flooded paddy fields,
and thus become more vulnerable. Today,
the best Sarus populations are found in
areas which have a mix of natural wetlands
in the landscape, and where the traditional
major crop has been rice, e.g. as in south-
western Uttar Pradesh. Unfortunately for
the Sarus, this shift in habitat has not been
of too much help. There are hardly any areas
left in the country where pesticides are not
used to help improve production of grain.
As a result, deaths due to poisoning after
application of pesticides are perhaps the
most important threat for the Sarus Cranes
presently, next only to the destruction of
its natural habitat. Because of its proximity
to humans and their activities, most of the
other threats that the Sarus faces also
revolve around anthropogenic activities.
These include removal of eggs from nests
for food or to prevent crop damage deaths

R E S E A R C H  T O  C O N S E R V A T I O N
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due to collision with criss-crossing
electricity wires that increase with each
election, and feral dog packs and crows,
their populations increased by city
garbage, eat up eggs and chicks from
nests when adults leave to defend
territories.

The Sarus Crane is a territorial
species with pairs maintaining well-
defined territories at least during the
breeding season. This causes the
species to spread out, and it requires
considerable effort to keep tabs on the
widely distributed pairs. The non-
breeding birds get together in flocks and
fan out in the landscape. They use larger
wetlands to roost and feed in until they
are able to find partners and areas to
establish territories. Hypothetically, the
Sarus is capable of very long flights,
but there is little evidence to
substantiate this presently. All studies
carried out to date point to the fact that
these cranes are nomadic when water is
scarce, but otherwise are largely
sedentary. In areas where artificial
sources of water such as leaking
irrigation canals are present, breeding
pairs maintain permanent territories.

Armed with this information and
more that is presently pouring in, there
is a considerably good consensus on
what it will take to conserve these
cranes. First and foremost is to ensure
that their breeding habitat is undisturbed
so their population may remain at least
stable. This involves working with
village communities to ensure that they

do not allow conversion or draining of
the community wetlands that are
presently the biggest natural habitat for
the Sarus. In other areas, where Sarus
are not averse to nesting in rice paddies,
there is a need to work with farmers to
ensure that they or their children do not
cause mortalities of the eggs. The
pesticide issue is under-studied,
though there have been a steady number
of cases reported of Sarus Crane
mortalities. The ground for action
through policy changes or legal
intervention is presently very shaky,
indeed nearly non-existent. The
growing network of electricity wires,
growing population of dogs and crows
fed by human garbage, and habitat
destruction are far too widely spread to
be combatable under one programme.
Presently, there is only one long-term
monitoring programme being carried out
under the leadership of Mr. Krishna
Kumar at Keoladeo National Park. There
is an urgent need to plan and implement
a regular monitoring programme for
Sarus all over the country.

Given the scope and enormity of the
issue at hand, it can not be feasible for
any one person or organization to
undertake measures that can address
all the related issues. The meeting in
Bharatpur recognized the overwhelming
need for collaboration amongst various
interested groups and individuals, and
also the need for one agency to help
concentrate and network efforts
towards conservation of this important
taxa and their habitat.

ICWWG is now formalized as an
independent programme anchored at

R E S E A R C H  T O  C O N S E R V A T I O N

WPSI, managed jointly by ICF and
WPSI. A range of activities and projects
are being planned to begin a cohesive
and complete conservation movement
to conserve the Sarus Crane, the other
crane species in India, as also the
wetlands and all its natural denizens.
The process will be less inclined
towards undertaking all the work but
more towards encouraging and
networking with interested parties to
undertake work on their own, and to
participate in collaborative long-term
ventures. It is time that efforts and
resources are combined for the
common goal of conserving the Sarus
Crane!

Though apparently impossible to
combat or control, the problems are by
no means insurmountable. I am
reminded of what astronaut Kalpana
Chawla once said: “If you do not reach
for the sky, you will never get it”. ICF,
WPSI and the ICWWG strongly feel that
we can all work together to reverse the
dismal condition that the Sarus is
increasingly being plunged into. People
and organizations who may be
interested to be part of the process,
participate, volunteer, and/ or learn more
are welcome to contact ICWWG at the
address below for information. Similarly,
if there are projects that you are
presently involved to conserve Sarus
Cranes and/ or their habitat, I hope you
will give us an opportunity to learn from
them by sharing information and
lessons learnt, and to allow us to share
this information with other concerned
individuals and organizations in the
country and outside.
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Nannaj the
Bustard Land!

Bilal Habib
(IBCN  partner)
Research  biologist
working on the
ecology of the wolves
in semi arid and
drought prone areas of
Maharashtra. His main
interest is canid
ecology and dreams to
work for the
conservation of canids
in India.

R E S E A R C H  T O  C O N S E R V A T I O N
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Surrounded by cultivation and
scattered villages, Nannaj the
bustard land, is an island of

remnant grassland and Acacia  savanna
encompassing an area of 646 ha. Nannaj
bustard land is a part of one of  Asia’s
largest wildlife sanctuaries known as the
Great Indian Bustard (GIB) Sanctuary
in Maharashtra comprising an area of
8,496 sq km, spread over districts of
Solapur and Ahmednagar. The Nannaj
area is considered the core area and is
the only spot in the entire GIB
Sanctuary where the Bustard have been
breeding for many decades.  As its name
suggests, the land harbours a
population of the endangered Great
Indian Bustard Ardeotis nigriceps. The
current estimated population is 25
individuals at Nannaj and it is possibly
the only locality in India where the
bustard population is stable for the last
20 years of monitoring. For most the
chance of observing this awesome bird

is the main reason for visiting. It is also
now one of the easiest sites to see this
species but despite this, it is seldom
visited by Indian ornithologists or
nature lovers. The territorial GIB males
can be seen displaying almost
throughout the year in this bustard
land.

To describe Nannaj bustard land
exactly, it will be against its pride if we
just call it Nannaj Bustard land. It was
the hunting ground of the extinct
Cheetah Acinonyx jubatus. It is still the
hunting ground of the endangered and
rare canid, the Indian Grey Wolf Canis
lupus pallipes, and the Indian Antilope
or Blackbuck Antilope cervicapra.

Many other interesting birds occur,
such as the Painted Francolin
Francolinus pictus, Indian Courser
Cursorius coromandelicus and
Chestnut-bellied Sandgrouse Pterocles
exustus. Winter visitors include
Montague’s Circus pygargus and Pallid

P
IC

: A
S

A
D

  R
A

H
M

A
N

I



R E S E A R C H  T O  C O N S E R V A T I O N

MISTNET  Vol. 5 No. 1 & 2 Jan-Jun 2004 7

Harriers C. macrourus, and Grey-necked
Bunting  Emberiza buchanani. Another
endangered species, the nomadic
Lesser Florican Sypheotides indica, is
occasionally seen during good
monsoon seasons.

Nannaj comes under low rainfall area
of the Deccan Plateau. The average rain
fall of 600 mm in this landscape is
actually a boon in disguise! It is because
of its peculiar seasonality, which makes
this remnant grassland a most
productive habitat.

Nannaj the Bustard Land is situated
2 km southeast of Nannaj village
(17o46’N, 75o54’E), 22 km north of the
town of Solapur in Maharashtra state.
Mumbai (Bombay) lies c. 400 km, and
Pune (where the nearest airport is
located) 250 km to the west.

Bustard Watching
The primary attraction of the area is

the Great Indian Bustard. The display
behaviour of the dominant males is a
unique sight. The male displays most
of the year with tail fanned over its back,
head held up, gular pouch inflated and
distended almost to the ground,
intermittently emitting a deep, low
hollow ‘boom’. They do not form leks as
do many other bustard species. A
dominant male with 2-3 sub-adult males
and few females could be observed close
to the watchtower and a hide located
about 1 km down the road south of the
Rest House (RH) in Nannaj throughout
the year.  Bustards can be seen if we scan
the grassland from alongside the
concrete hide and small thatched hut  set
c. 500 m in from the road and accessed
from the road by a well-worn footpath
across the grassland. It is advisable not
to climb the watchtower unless given
permission from the forest department
as it is likely that bustards get disturbed.
It is also advisable to follow instructions
and rules of the forest department to
avoid disturbance to this endangered
bird.

Habitat conservation
It is high time that immediate

attention should be given to fragile and
most delicate habitat of Nannaj Bustard
land. The important points to conserve
this Important Bird Area are:

l Acquisition of surrounding non
cultivable land, so that it will be a
compact habitat of about 1100 ha.

l Thinning of plantations.
l Control over cattle grazing especially

inside protected plots.
l Transfer of watchmen at regular

intervals.

 Some urgent, innovative ideas are
required to expand the protected area
as the existing protected area is really
small and fragmented for bustards to
safely breed without any disturbance.

Remember the Dodo? And the
Cheetah of our grasslands! We do not
want this fate for our majestic bustard!

Sometimes upto thirty bustards can be seen at a time in Nanaj
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W ith around 820 species, Assam
has the highest avian diversity
in India, i.e., about two-third of

the country. The state is also part of two
Endemic Bird Areas, Assam Plains and
Eastern Himalayas. Assam covers an area
of 78,500 km² and is divided into 27 districts.
The total human population is about 27
million. Physiographically, the major parts
of Assam are plains with the Brahmaputra
valley accounting for more than 60% of the
total area of the state. The other plain area
is in the south, the valley of the Barak River.
The main hilly areas are the Barail Range
and Karbi Plateau. Annual rainfall of the
state varies from less than 1000 mm to more
than 6000 mm. The habitat ranges from
tropical wet evergreen rainforest, tropical
semi-evergreen and tropical moist
deciduous to subtropical broadleaf and
swamp forests, and wet savanna grassland.
Throughout the state, a large number of
wetlands in the form of beels and haors are
found. These are common in the floodplain
zone of the rivers.

Assam has 47 identified IBA sites,
highest for any Indian state (table). These
include many areas, which are outside the
protected area network. Although all the
sites have Red Data species or have large
congregations, some sites are outstanding
in their avifaunal diversity and uniqueness.

Of the 78 species of Red Data birds in
India, at least 45 have been recorded in

R E S E A R C H  T O  C O N S E R V A T I O N

Important Bird
Areas in Assam:
an overview
Assam including the extinct Pink-headed
Duck Rhodonessa caryophyllacea. Some
other noteworthy threatened birds are,
White-backed Vulture Gyps bengalensis
(Critically Endangered), Slender-billed
Vulture Gyps tenuirostris (Critically
Endangered), White-bellied Heron Ardea
insignis (Endangered), Greater Adjutant
Leptoptilos dubius (Endangered), White-
winged Duck Cairina scutulata
(Endangered), Bengal Florican
Houbaropsis bengalensis (Endangered),
Spot-billed Pelican Pelecanus philippensis
(Vulnerable), Lesser Adjutant Leptoptilos
javanicus (Vulnerable), Baer’s Pochard
Aythya baeri (Vulnerable), Pallas’s Fish
Eagle Haliaeetus leucoryphus (Vulnerable),
Greater Spotted Eagle Aquila clanga
(Vulnerable), Swamp Francolin Francolinus
gularis (Vulnerable), Blyth’s Tragopan
Tragopan blythii (Vulnerable), Sarus Crane
Grus antigone (Vulnerable), Purple Wood-
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Pigeon or Pale-capped Pigeon Columba
punicea (Vulnerable), Rufous-necked
Hornbill Aceros nipalensis (Vulnerable),
Marsh Spotted Babbler Pellorneum
palustre (Vulnerable), Jerdon’s Babbler
Chrysomma altirostre (Vulnerable),
Black-breasted Parrotbill Paradoxornis
flavirostris (Vulnerable), Beautiful
Nuthatch Sitta formosa (Vulnerable)
and Finn’s Weaver Ploceus
megarhynchus (Vulnerable). There is no
recent record of the following
threatened species, Manipur Bush Quail
Perdicula manipurensis (Vulnerable),
Green Peafowl Pavo muticus
(Vulnerable), Hooded Crane Grus
monacha (Vulnerable) and Rusty-
bellied Shortwing Brachypterix
hyperythra (Vulnerable). There is one
recent record and a few unconfirmed
reports of the Masked Finfoot
Heliopais personata.

For some threatened species, Assam
has globally important populations of
the Slender-billed Vulture, Greater
Adjutant, White-winged Duck, Bengal
Florican, Spot-billed Pelican, Lesser
Adjutant, Pallas’s Fish Eagle, Swamp
Francolin, Marsh Spotted Babbler,
Jerdon’s Babbler, Black-breasted
Parrotbill and Finn’s Weaver.

There is one Conservation
Dependent (Dalmatian Pelican
Pelecanus crispus) and 23 (possibly 24)
Near-Threatened species. The number
of endemic or restricted-range species
is 17 (possibly 18).

Outstanding IBAs
Some of the IBA sites of Assam are

outstanding for various reasons.
Kaziranga National Park, a World
Heritage Site, has as many as 23
threatened, one ‘conservation
dependent’ and 15 near-threatened
species. Significant populations of the
Bengal Florican, Spot-billed Pelican,
Lesser Adjutant, Pallas’s Fish Eagle,
Swamp Francolin and Finn’s Weaver
occurs in the park. In winter, there are
large congregations of waterfowl.
Kaziranga is also the largest wet
savanna grassland in  north-east India.

    Dibru-Saikhowa National Park and
adjacent areas in eastern Assam have
unique habitat of salix-swamps in
addition to forest, grassland and
wetland. So far 19 threatened birds have
been recorded in the area. It supports
significant populations of Marsh
Spotted Babbler and Black-breasted
Parrotbill. The White-winged Wood
Duck and Purple Wood Pigeon are other
noteworthy species for which this site
is known.

Nameri National Park in the
Himalayan foothills has 14 threatened
species including the White-winged
Duck and a record of the Masked
Finfoot. The complex of Laokhowa and
Burhachapori wildlife sanctuaries has
13 threatened species including the
Bengal Florican, Spot-billed Pelican,
Lesser Adjutant, Pallas’s Fish Eagle and
Swamp Francolin.

Manas National Park, also a World
Heritage Site (‘in danger’) has 13
threatened species including a
significant population of the Bengal
Florican. Ripu and Chirang_Reserve
Forests in the extreme west have 12
threatened species and are known for
large populations of hornbills including
small number of Rufous-necked species
in winter.

   The riverine island of Majuli has
at least 11 threatened species. This site
is outside the protected area network
and is dotted with villages. A significant
fact, however, is that in the southern
and western parts of the island, the
local villagers are providing a safe
haven to a large number of birds
including nesting Greater and Lesser
Adjutants, large heronries with
Openbill Storks Anastomus oscitans
and other water birds. A sizeable
population of Common Cranes Grus
grus winters in Majuli where they are
not molested.

   Six sites have at least 10 threatened
species each, these are Deepor beel,
Orang National Park, Pabitora
Sanctuary, Pani-Dihing Bird Sanctuary,
Upper Dihing (East Block) complex, and
Upper Dihing (West Block) complex.
Deepor beel is also a Ramsar Site and
the Vulnerable Baer’s Pochard is a
regular wintering species. Orang
National Park has important popula-
tions of the Bengal Florican and Swamp
Florican. The Upper Dihing (West
Block) complex has the largest known
concentration of the White-winged
Duck. A part of this complex has
been proposed as ‘Dihing-Patkai
Wildlife Sanctuary’ (earlier proposed as
Upper Dihing National Park).

    The historic Sibsagar (Sivasagar)
tanks are known for large congregations
of Barheaded Anser indicus and Greylag
Geese A. anser in winter. Son Beel in
Karimganj district is the largest natural
wetland in Assam with around 1500 ha
area.

    Barail Range (including Jatinga) is
the only area in Assam where the
Vulnerable Blyth’s Tragopan, Grey-
sided Thrush Turdus feae, Rusty-bellied
Shortwing and Beautiful Nuthatch are
known to occur. The village of Jatinga,
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although listed as a separate IBA is in
the Barail Range but given a separate
identity due to its unique conservation
needs arising out of the bird-killing
phenomenon, which has made it well
known. Barail Range has also the
maximum concentration of restricted-
range or endemic birds in Assam with
12 species besides 13 threatened
species (both past and present record).
One of the sites of the stray records of
the Vulnerable Hooded Crane in
India was in the Barails. The elevation
in this IBA ranges from less than 100 m
to 1959 m (the highest point in Assam).

Although 47 sites have been
identified as IBAs, there are more than
a hundred additional sites including
reserve forests and wetlands with
records of one or two threatened
species. Even human habitations in
many areas are potential IBAs. Some
such areas are Nagaon town, graveyards
in Guwahati (Islampur), Tezpur and
Dibrugarh, a few villages in Kamrup –
all these have permanent roosting or
nesting population of the endangered
Greater Adjutant.

The main conservation issues for
forested IBAs are felling, encroachment
and poaching of birds by guns and
snare while in wetland IBAs, it is mainly
siltation, reclamation, overfishing and
poaching of birds by guns, nets and
traditional methods.

Although 18 out of 47 IBAs are partly
or wholly protected areas, the bulk, i.e.,
the remaining 29 are outside. Of these
remaining, 15 are partly or wholly reserve
forests. Part of four IBAs (Amchang,
Barail, Chandubi and Upper Dihing) are
going to be declared as sanctuaries in
the near future, which will increase the
tally to 22 that are partly or wholly
protected areas. A few more may be
declared as protected in future (Behali,
Dhansiri, Dum Duma-Dangori, parts of
Inner Line-Katakhal-Barak, Ripu-
Chirang and Subansiri). Since it is
impossible to bring all the areas under
protected area network such
recognition as IBA may help generate
awareness and interest among the local
residents to preserve. Some of the
wetland IBAs may be declared as
‘Community Reserves’ (Jengdia,
Jamjing, Sareswar, Son and Urpod) while

in the reserve forests, the well-forested
blocks may be kept as ‘conservation

plots’ in their Working Plans to avoid
forestry operation.

MISTNET  Vol. 5 No. 1 & 2 Jan-Jun 200410

List of Important Bird Areas of Assam

IBA Site Name No of RDB No of RR Congregation
species  species

Amchang Hills 5 - -

Barail Range 13 12 -

Barnadi WS 1 - -

Bauwwa Beel 4 - C

Behali RF 3 - -

Bherjan-Borajan-Podumoni WS 3 - -

Bordoibam-Bilmukh Bird Sanctuary 8 1 C

Bordoloni-Sampora 8 2 C

Chakrasila Complex 6 - A

Chandubi Lake and adjoining areas 2 - C

Deobali Jalah 3 - C

Dhansiri RF 6 1 -

Dibru-Saikhowa Complex 19 2 A

Dipor Beel Bird Sanctuary 10 - A

Dum Duma-Dangori-Kumsong RFs 5 - -

East and North Karbi Anglong WSs 6 1? -

Garampani, Nambor and Doigrung 2 - -

Hollongapar Gibbon Sanctuary 4 - -

Habang - - A

Inner Line, Kathakal and Barak RFs 9 - -

Jamjing and Sengajan 7 2 A

Jatinga 5 5 -

Jengdia Beel and Satgaon 4 1 C

Jhanjimukh-Kokilamukh 8 2? B

Kaziranga NP 23 2 A

Kuarbari_Dalani 5 - C

Langting-Mupa RF 2 1? -

Laokhowa and Burhachapori WSs 13 2? A

Lumding-Marat Longri 5 - -

Majuli 11 2 A

Manas NP 13 2 C

Nameri NP 14 - C

Orang NP 10 - B

Pabho RF 5 2? C

Pabitora WS 10 - A

Pani-Dihing Bird Sanctuary 10 2? A

Ripu and Chirang_RFs 12 2? -

Sareswar Beel 6 - B

Sibsagar (Sivasagar) Tanks 5 - B

Son Beel 6 - B

Sonai-Rupai WS 5 - -

Subansiri RF 9 2 -

Tamaranga-Dalani-Bhairab Complex 6 (+) - A

Tirap – Burhidihing 4 - -

Upper Dihing (East) Complex 10 - -

Upper Dihing (West) Complex 10 - -

Urpod Beel 3 (+) - B

    Congregations: A=> 10,000; B= 5,000-10,000; C= <5,000



A
small group of birdwatchers
recently spent ten days
exploring the Eagle’s Nest
Wildlife Sanctuary (ENS),
situated in the West Kameng

district of western Arunachal Pradesh. The
group was led by Ramana Athreya, who
may be known to many members as a semi-
professional field ornithologist and
surveyor of a number of protected areas in
the North-East of India. Ramana is currently
engaged in an ongoing survey of various
fauna within ENS, as well as the adjoining
Sessa Orchid and Pakhui Wildlife
Sanctuaries. His latest plan is to promote
eco-tourism here, so that the increased
attention on the sites may act to strengthen
biodiversity conservation efforts, both
locally and regionally. This is taking place
in partnership with the local Arunachali
tribe (the Bugun). Knowledge of the bird
fauna of ENS has improved steadily over
the past decade, and a useful summary by
Anwaruddin Choudhury was published last
year in Forktail, the journal of the Oriental
Bird Club.

Our group (consisting of myself from the
UK, Claudio Köller from Switzerland and an
American, Ray Ziarno) signed up for an
inaugural birding tour of Eagle’s Nest some
months ago, on the understanding that this
would essentially be a ‘litmus test’ to help
plan and refine any future program. We were
based at two camps, Sunderview and
Bompu, providing ready access to typical
habitats occurring between 2800 and 1300
metres. These consist largely of
undisturbed broadleaved temperate forest,
alternating with dense bamboo stands and
scrubbier areas near settlements. One day
was spent climbing a game trail to Piri-la (c.
3200m), where there are a number of
permanent pools set in more open habitat
of grassland, low bamboo and
rhododendron scrub. A single road

C O N S E R V A T I O N

Eagle’s Nest WLS (IBA)
an avitourism spot in
northeastern India

provides vehicular access through the site.
This has been controversially upgraded by
the military between the Eagle’s Nest pass
and Chaku camp, a distance of some 11
kilometres. It must be said that these recent
roadworks have left quite a scar on the
higher reaches of the sanctuary.

We recorded 188 bird species in total,
including those noted on our approach and
exit days. Several of the more important
species were seen more than once and in
surprising numbers. At the highest altitudes
(2800-2400m), we had a probable sighting
of Gould’s Shortwing Brachypteryx
stellata, in similar circumstances and not
far from where Choudhury recorded the bird
in 1999. The highly localised Bar-winged
Wren Babbler Spelaeornis troglodytoides
was seen just before this, at what would
appear to be a reliable site for two rarely
encountered species. Gold-naped Finches
Pyrrhoplectes epauletta were seen a
number of times within this zone, as well as
Brown Pyrrhula nipalensis, Red-headed
Pyrrhula erythrocephala and Grey-headed
Pyrrhula erythaca Bullfinches, Brown-
throated Fulvetta Alcippe ludlowi, and the
bamboo-haunting Brown Parrotbill
Paradoxornis unicolor and Slender-billed
Scimitar-babbler Xiphirhynchus
superciliaris. We had hoped to meet with
Ramana’s promised tragopans, both here
at the Eagle’s Nest pass and later on the
trail to Piri-la, but this proved not to be. Our
leader had seen female tragopans regularly
on his previous visits and penultimately a
male as well, providing conclusive evidence
for the presence of Temminck’s Tragopan
Tragopan temminckii here. Choudhury’s
paper would suggest that there may be some
confusion over the identity of tragopans at
Eagle’s Nest; he lists records for both Satyr
[NT] and Blyth’s Tragopans (suspected
ssp. molesworthi) [VU] from the vicinity,
but not Temminck’s. Clearly, more

Mike Waite
is a professional ecologist

currently working as a
policy adviser on

biodiversity matters to
London’s Mayor. He has

recently developed a
particular interest in the
birds of Himalayan and

Northeast India.
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information is particularly required on
this issue. Another important bird of the
stretch between the pass and Chaku is
the impressive Ward’s Trogon [NT]. A
pair of this rare species was seen in a
gully not far from Sunderview at the
close of our first day. The female made
a second appearance on the following
day, much to the relief of one of our
party who had stayed in camp for the
initial sighting. This is another bird seen
regularly at ENS, on one occasion as a
group of 16 birds. Of several flycatchers
observed near Sunderview, the most
interesting was undoubtedly a single
Sapphire, seen briefly and only by
myself.

Raptors were the one family to prove
disappointing on the tour, with only
Black Eagle Ictinaetus malayensis
appearing at all regularly. Persistent rain
marred our opportunity to see some
higher-altitude breeding species of the
more restricted habitats found at Piri-la
(for example Spotted Laughingthrush
Garrulax ocellatus, Fire-tailed
Myzornis Myzornis pyrrhoura and
Fulvous Parrotbill Paradoxornis
fulvifrons).

By our sixth day we were based at
Bompu camp (c. 2000 metres) and
exploring the wetter and more exposed
south-facing slope of the sanctuary.
Good birds on the slow descent from

C O N S E R V A T I O N

Chaku included White-browed
Shortwing Brachypteryx montana,
Broad-billed Warbler Tickellia
hodgsoni, Yellow-bellied Flowerpecker,
Rufous-bellied Woodpecker, Yellow-
throated Fulvetta, and the east-
Himalayan endemic Rufous-throated
Wren-babbler Spelaeornis
caudatus[NT]. We spent the latter half
of the day at c. 1300 metres, finishing
on a spectacular note provided by at
least six Beautiful Nuthatches [VU]
feeding in a tall orchid-swathed tree.
Easter Sunday followed, and retracing
our steps we soon found ourselves
back in the company of the Beautiful
Nuthatches, now 200 metres higher (c.
1500m) and associating with Long-

tailed, Beautiful (ssp. nigroaurita)
and Rufous-backed Sibias. We
continued downhill, arriving at a
previously noted site for Wedge-
billed Wren-babbler [NT]. A tape
of the laughingthrush-like whistle
quickly brought in a probable three
birds, one of which allowed a
prolonged telescope view of this
extraordinary babbler. We were able
to note several features
intermediate to both subspecies
humei and roberti, suggesting the
proposed split of the species may
not be quite so clear-cut. This day
just kept on getting better; we saw
an amazing array of species
including a pair of White-gorgeted
Flycatchers, Bay Woodpecker,
Pale-headed Woodpecker, two
mixed babbler flocks both
containing Cutias, the arboreal

Grey-headed Parrotbill, Rufous-necked
[VU] and Great [NT] Hornbills, White-
naped Yuhina, Sultan Tit and Grey-
cheeked Warbler, to name but a sample.

Our short spell of mostly dry
weather ended abruptly the following
day. Heavy thunderstorms began driving
up from the terai in successive waves,
and continued to do so until we left the
sanctuary. Breaks in the weather allowed
us to bird around Bompu, where
extensive bamboo stands support
specialities such as Golden-Breasted
Fulvetta, Greater Rufous-headed
Parrotbill (ssp. ruficeps) and Coral-billed
Scimitar-babbler (ssp. ferruginosus). A
Wedge-billed Wren-babbler was also
seen at this altitude. The forest above
the camp added Black-faced Warbler,
an exquisite male Rufous-breasted Bush
Robin, both Speckled and Ashy Wood
Pigeons, Grey-bellied Tesia (frequent),
Crimson-breasted Wood-pecker,
Collared Grosbeak and a pair of
Hodgson’s Redstarts to our tally.

The attraction of the area to
travelling bird-watchers is clear, and the
arguments for developing eco-tourism
in the area would appear wholly sound.
I wish Ramana and his Bugun partners
every success with their project aims in
the future.
References:

Choudhury A (2003) Birds of Eaglenest
Wildlife Sanctuary and Sessa Orchid
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To check bird-hit,
Indian Air  Force wants to net Falcons

The Indian Air Force (IAF) is on the
lookout for good falcons.  And no,
they are not for a bird club.  Instead,
the IAF wants the predatory bird to
catch smaller birds.  The IAF had sent
a proposal to the Government that
falcons could help tackle bird menace
plaguing its airfields across the
country.  However, more than a year
after the proposal was sent, the
Ministry of Environment and Forests
(MoEF) is not convinced.  The MoEF
has refused to clear the proposal on
the grounds that falcons are on the
list of endangered species.  So the
Ministry recently proposed that the
IAF try the same concept with a less

endangered species.
According to Additional Director

General (Wildlife) Mr. Vinod Rishi, the
MoEF has asked the IAF for certain
clarifications.  “While the IAF has
suggested the breeding of falcons
based on certain inputs from the US
Air Force, we have suggested some
indigenous methods which are
equally successful” said Mr. Rishi.
“Maybe there could be some other
species of birds which could be used.
We can take decision on this once
the Ministry of Defence sends us
their reply, “he said.  It all started with
the IAF worrying about its loss of
aircraft due to bird-hits.  Worried that

it was losing nearly Rs. 100 crore in
bird-hits every year, IAF suggested
that falcons be reared to deal with
the bird menace.  The proposal noted
that the US Air Force, faced with a
similar problem, had employed
falcons at the Andrews and Clarks
Airforce base.  Many meetings
between officials of Air Headquarters
and Paryavaran Bhawan failed.  The
MoEF insisted that falcons cannot
be kept in cages as that’s against the
law.  The IAF is now studying the
feasibility of raising a falcon unit,
hoping for a clearance soon.

By Saikat Datta

Ph. D. Thesis on Jerdon’s Courser

First Ph.D. on critically endangered Jerdon’s Courser (Cursorius bitorquatus)
has been awarded to Dr. S. Ameer Basha, titled “Ecology and habitat analysis
of Jerdon’s Courser (Cursorius bitorquatus) and conservation measures in
Sri Lankamalleshwara Wildlife Sanctuary”.  The dissertation covers habitat
analysis through satellite remote sensing and ground truthing, ecology,
vegetation cover, birds survey, food, excreta analysis and disturbance factors
which affects the survival of Jerdon’s Courser.  Based on this study
conservation measures are recommended.  This work was started in 1998 and
completed in 2002 with the financial support of World Bank through AP
Forest Department, Government of Andhra Pradesh.

Happy development at Totladoh Reservoir at

Pench National Park (IBA)

The Government of Madhya Pradesh Forest Department notified 292.857 sq.
km of forest land in Seoni and Chhindwara districts of the State as “National
Park” under provisions of Sec. 35(1) of the Wildlife Protection Act 1972.  The
Pench National Park has been exhibiting a continuous trend of development
since its constitution as protected area.  The national park is a rich repository
of floral and faunal biodiversity which includes Tiger, Panther, Wild Dog,
Gaur, Sambhar, Cheetal, Four-horned Antilope, Bluebull, Peafowl, Malabar
Pied Hornbill, Grey Hornbill, Darter and so on.  The National Park also houses
submergence area of Totladoh Reservoir which provides irrigation and water
supply to Nagpur.  The construction of Totladoh Dam was completed in 1994
but the faunal diversity particularly avifauna commensurate with the protection
status of the national park is not noticed in the reservoir.

The fishing rights of  the local population were settled in 1999.  Recently
Park authorities have taken the tough measures to stop illegal fishing in the
Totladoh Reseroir.

Forest fires destroy large
areas in Nagarhole
National Park (IBA)

Forest fires have broken out in parts
of Nagarhole National Park in Mysore
district of Karnataka and large tracts of
forests have been destroyed in D. B.
Kuppe and Mettikuppe range.  The fires
has also engulfed a part of the Kalahalla
range, and the stretch near Aanemala,
Odakanamala, and Balle in D.B. Kuppe
has been badly affected.

Nagarhole National Park, which was
recently brought under Project Tiger, is
highly vulnerable to forest fires during
summer and a blaze was anticipated this
year also following drought in the region.
The authorities failed to release sufficient
funds to prevent the outbreak of fire.
This happened despite the availability
of funds from Forest Development
Agency floated by the MoEF.  Under this,
every national park is allocated Rs. 3
crore spread over three years and the
Nagarhole National Park should have
sought the release of Rs. 1 crore for the
current season.  The FDA is to enhance
natural vegetation and instead of using
the funds to protect and conserve forests
they are allocated for civil works activities
like digging pits and planting trees in a
natural forest which is unwarranted.

Kishen Das
<Kishen.Das@GXS.COM>
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Famous for its lakes and hills, Bhopal
proudly boasts of the scenic and
tranquil Upper Lake. Largest of the
numerous lakes of Bhopal, made by

blocking the Kolans River in the 11th
century by King Bhoj, the Upper Lake is
still a prime source of water to about half of
the city. In the year 2000, when Bhoj
Wetland Project funded a small project for
studying the Avifauna of the lake, nobody
had but a hint of the possible findings that
it will lead to. Amassed by over 35,000 birds
during peak migrating season, harboring
over 200 species within its peripheries, the
lake eventually qualified for becoming a
Ramsar Site in the year 2002, and later
became the Important Bird Area of Central
India located within the city limits.

Shouldering the greenery of Van Vihar
National Park towards its South-East, ever
increasing population pressures towards
two sides and vast fields, plantations and
villages on one, the lake demonstrates a
wonderful blend of being an urban, rural
and natural waterbody. Interestingly and
perhaps fortunately, the deeper zones of
the lake are those surrounded by human
settlements, whereas the shallower ones are

Upper Lake-Bhopal:
a unique IBA

either thinly populated by suburban
villages, or are having no settlements at all.
The lake can be classified into three
sections, viz. South-eastern shores,
Western and South-western shore, and
North and North-eastern ends. Most of the
bird populations inhabit the first two
sectors, whereas the latter is more like a
typical urban waterbody.

The Upper Lake is accessible from all
sides. The South-East frontier towards Van
Vihar and partly guarded by Indira Gandhi
Manav Sangrahalaya are undoubtedly the
best of its shores for watching terrestrial
and water birds. On a road that acts as a
barrier between the Shyamla hills and the
water, proper management and protection
has resulted into development of a
beautiful forest. This 8 km patch holds birds
seeking savannah like grasslands to close
canopy forest stands, let alone the typical
wetland species that rule the main
waterbody.

Although roads are almost non-existent
in tar towards the Western and South-
Western regions, a determined drive
through dust and cart roads will surely pay
rich dividends for those interested in typical

Koustubh Sharma,

a BNHS research
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wetland birds. These areas comprise of
wide stretches of shallow water as the
water recedes slowly. As a result of this
low depth, ducks, waders and most
waterfowl congregate here in huge
numbers. Come summer, the vast sheet
of water narrows down to a meager yet
substantial band of water. This perhaps
was the real Kolans river almost a
millennium ago. As this side of the lake
adjoins cultivated land with wheat and
maize being the main crop, Sarus Crane,
the bird that is religiously protected
finds home in them. Hordes of Sarus
Cranes from nearby areas fly down to
this area of the wetland as the sun
moves to its zenith. A record number of
161 Sarus Cranes were observed during
2000-2001 in the month of April. Apart
from these, huge numbers of Open-
billed Storks, Black-tailed Godwits,
Gadwalls, Shovellers, Bar-headed Geese
and Northern Pintails gather on these
shallow waters.

The first showers make the birds’
move south. Only a few Egrets
represent the wetland avian fauna
conspicuously. But monsoon is the
season when one gets to see species
that are otherwise never seen here.
While sighting a Chestnut Bittern is
almost certain in the marshes towards
Van Vihar, presence of Pied-crested
Cuckoo announces the onset of
monsoon as  everywhere nesting pairs
of Pheasant-tailed and Bronze-winged
Jacanas magically walk around their
floating nests become a common sight.

More often than not, monsoon
becomes a good season to observe
crepuscular and even nocturnal birds
like the Black-crowned Night Heron,
Green Bittern, Spotted Owlet and
Eurasian Eagle owl.

The mighty migration begins a
month after the rains are gone. Ruddy
Shelducks herald the beginning of
migration season by being the first of
the species finding space in the lake
waters. Following them are sandpipers,
stints, spoonbills and other waders.
Coots, Common Teals, Red-crested
Pochards, Pintails, Gadwalls, Spotbills,
Shovellers and others then reign on the
water in decreasing order of abundance.
Coots being the most abundant, they
are in massive numbers of over 20,000
at a time. The Red-crested Pochard,
which finds good company in swimming
with the Coots are one tenth of the latter
in number. These two species are
distinct wanderers of the deep waters
of the Upper Lake. Other waterfowl can
be seen avidly diving, basking and
foraging in the shallow regions.

As come the prey, so come the
predators. Marsh Harriers are the prime
raptors soaring in clear sky causing
nervousness amongst the tightly
packed flocks of various waterfowl.
Occasional sightings of Osprey, Pallas’s
Fish-Eagle, Pied Harrier, Greater Spotted
Eagle and Tawny Eagle may also adorn
the checklist during winters.

Four species of storks are reported
from the lake periphery. Among the rarer
ones, are the Black-necked Storks and
White Storks. The Black-necked Stork
being a regular visitor in numbers of

two or three can almost certainly be
seen even from long distances from
their distinctive appearance and
silhouette. The White Stork has been
seen recently making it an all time first
for this species in Bhopal according to
those who have been observing birds
in the area for long.

As Bhopal probably lies in one of
the important flyways of migratory
birds, early and late winters mark a high
rise in the species diversity curve when
plotted against time. Many species like
the Bar-headed Geese, Black-tailed
Godwit, Ruddy Shelduck, Grey-headed
Myna, Rosy Pastor, Glossy Ibis and
many others do show up, but for a very
short period of time. Few of these are
local migrants, while others are long
distance migrants.

Another great site for birding, the
Kerwa reservoir and the forests
adjoining it are a few kilometers from
the Lake. These forests are old, to an
extent pristine, and hold an enviable
birdlist. Brown Fishing Owl, Crested
Serpent Eagle, Scarlet Minivet, Yellow-
cheeked Tits and flycatchers are
amongst the conspicuous species that
can be seen. Thanks to some dedicated
efforts of afforestation by the Bhoj
Wetland Project, the two areas might
get connected soon.

The Upper Lake of Bhopal almost
certainly is a unique IBA as it is well
within city boundaries of a fast growing
city. Proper management with support
from and to local inhabitants will ensure
lasting glory of this avifauna-rich,
multipurpose wetland situated right in
the heart of the country.
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M ajuli with an area of 880 km2 is
perhaps the largest river island
of the world. According to Mill’ s
Report the area of the island was

1140 km2 in 1853. But as a result of erosion
by the river Brahmaputra, the island has
shrunk to an area of 880 km2 in 1996. Earlier
Majuli was a part of the main land, the Jorhat
plain. According to Ahom History (Satsori
Asom Buranji) during the reign of Ahom
King Gadadhar Singha, in a big flood in 1691,
Brahmaputra had changed its course from
north to south and joining Dihing river
formed the Majuli. Earlier it was known as
Majali or Luit Majuli. Majuli is a spindle
shaped island and is surrounded by
northern channel of Brahmaputra, the
Kherkatia suti, and Brahmaputra proper in
the south.

Majuli is in Jorhat district and is about
15 km from the district head-quarter. It lies
in between 26º13'-27º47’N and 93º30'-94º50'
E. The average altitude of the island is 84.5
m above sea level. The river Tuni (which is
the abandoned course of Dikhou river)
flows through the island. There are more
than 60 beels (Wetlands) in  Majuli and it is
surrounded by more than 20 sand bars or
chapories. The soils of the island are
alluvial type.

Majuli – a lesser
known IBA in Assam

The climate of the Majuli is of tropical
monsoon type. The insular location,
presence of wetlands and a high level of
underground water keep the island relatively
moist even in winter also (Bhagabati and
Lahkar 1998). Average annual rainfall is
around 2600mm. December and January
months receives less rainfall. During June
to September the area receives heavy
rainfall, about 80% of the total. Annual
temperature ranges from 7C to 37C. The
relative humidity varies between 70-96%,
annual average being 82%. In January and
February the island experiences unbearable
dust wind.

There is no reserved forest in Majuli.
However, patches of village forest, bamboo
groves and cane-brakes can be seen at
irregular intervals. Usually tall trees occur
along the roads and in Satras (religio-
cultural institutions). Major tree species
include: Albizzia procera, Bischofia
javanica, Bombax ceiba, Lagerstroemia
flosreginae, Amoora wallichii, Engenia
jamblana, Dillenia indica, Terminalia
arjuna, Ficus glomerata, Ficus religiosa,
Acacia catechu, Barringtonia acutangula,
Anthocephalus cadamba and Azadirachta
indica. Huge Terminalia chebula are mainly
seen in the Satras.
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Among the deciduous Bombax ceiba
(Silk Cotton tree, locally known as
Simalu) and Lagerstroemia flosreginae
(Azar) have great importance. Azar is
widely used to build country boats. It is
worth mentioning that in Majuli almost
every family keeps a boat for floods. The
Simalu often reaches a height of about 40
meters and is the main nesting tree for
many birds. But indiscriminate felling in
mid-nineties has reduced its number
considerably.

In Majuli a wide variety of grasses
are found. The floodplains, marshes,
and chapories of Majuli favour the
growth of a variety of grasses.
Phragmites karka (Khagori), Arundo
donax (Nal), Hemarthria pratesse,
Saccharum spontaneum (Kohua) and
Chrysopogon aciculatus occur along
the river banks and swampy areas.
Imperata cylindrica (Ulu kher),
Erianthus ravennae (Ekora), Cynodon
dactylon, Themeda arundinacea and
Vetiveria zizniodes grow in relatively
dry areas.

There are more than 60 beels
wetlands of varying size and depth in
Majuli. Some of them are: Duboritoli,
Chakuli, Bhereki, Kakorikota, Audubi
and Kharkhari.

The flood is a cause of both sorrow
and joy for Majuli. On one hand it
destroys paddy fields and on the other
hand it leaves fertile silt over the land
which makes it more productive. These
highly productive lands and wetlands
attract a wide variety of birds. Majuli is
not only a host of many resident birds
but it also attracts thousands of
migratory birds including some rare
species in winter. Majuli is a good
example of symbiotic relation between
man and nature. In Majuli, the
flourishing Vaishnavite culture has
helped to create a friendly environment
for birdlife.

In winter the island resounds the call
of migratory birds. In one flock several
hundred Greylag Geese can be seen in
the fields. They even forage near the
feet of the farmers. Barheaded Geese
remain mainly in the Brahmaputra. In
this stretch of the river and in the sand
bars or chapories Barheaded are seen
with other ducks. The undisturbed small
fragmented chapories near the main

R E S E A R C H  T O  C O N S E R V A T I O N

island are main wintering and hunting
ground of Common Crane Grus grus.

Every winter, major wetlands become
full with ducks mainly Pintails and
Ferruginous Pochard.  Other ducks seen
in Majuli are elusive Falcated Duck,
endangered Baer’s Pochard, Common
Pochard, Tufted Pochard, Shoveller,
Red-crested Pochard and Common Teal.
In the Brahmaputra flocks of Spotbill
and Brhminy duck are found. Spot-
billed Pelicans are found mainly in the
large and medium sized beels as
wetlands are locally known.

Openbill Stork is also seen in huge
numbers. Majuli is famous for their
breeding colonies. Earlier Black-necked
and Wooly-necked Storks also used to
breed regularly but nowadays no
breeding reports have been received. It
is worth mentioning that the Lesser
Adjutant also breeds in Majuli. In
summer the Indian whiskered Tern
breeds in the Majuli in large numbers
(Tilak Sarmah pers. comm.).

Among the raptors, Pallas’s Fish
Eagle breeds regularly (Bhagabati and
Lahkar 1998). Red-necked Falcon also
breeds in Majuli (Tilak Sarmah, pers.
comm.). Black-shouldered Kite, Shikra,
Short-toed Snake Eagle, Pied Harrier,
Marsh Harrier, Osprey are other birds
of prey.

Stevens (1914-15) recorded Black-
breasted Parrotbill Paradoxornis
flavirostris from Kamalabari of Majuli.
He wrote that this bird’s favourite
haunts were dense thickets of reeds,
“ekra” and “tora” or wild cardamom in
“hoolahs” and low-lying ground
“bhils” and also in the mixed grasses

“nulni” … … …. He also recorded
Marsh Babbler  and Jerdon’s Babbler
from Kamalabari. But there is no recent
report of occurrence of Black-breasted
Parrotbill in Majuli or nearby areas.
However, it may occur in the
surrounding small islands.

The love for wild birds in Majuli is a
tradition, however, poaching is not
uncommon. Both resident and
migratory species, are poached for local
consumption and also to sell outside
the Majuli. NGOs should take up
awareness, motivation and educational
programmes for conservation.
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Migratory shorebird
flyway overview

available
The Consultation draft of

“Migratory Shorebirds of the East
Asian-Australasian Flyway: Population
estimates and Important Sites” by
M. Bamford, D. Watkins, W. Bancroft,
G. Tischler and J. Wahl, is available
for peer review at Hyperlink
“http://www.wetlands-oceania.org”

Please forward the information about
the consultation draft to everybody
who might be able to contribute in some
way.  All review contributions will be
acknowledged in the final report and
contributors will receive a printed as well
as a CD-Rom version of the report.  So
it’s definitely worth having a look at the
draft.

Contact email
<Doug.watkins@ea.gov.au>  or
<doug.watkins@deh.gov.au>

Bhittarkanika mangrove forests
destroyed by fire

Large patches of mangrove forests
have been destroyed by fires at
Narayanpur and Krushnapriyapur
villages in the Bhittarkanika
National Park. It is believed that
honey collectors  had lit some fires
to scare away bees while collecting
honey inside the mangroves.
Collection of honey is  illegal  inside
the National Park.

The local fire brigades at
Pattamundai  and Kendrapada
could not help due to lack of
expertise and inadequate
equipment.

Due to woeful shortage of forest
guards, the National Park’s famed
mangroves are not protected and
trespassers enter it every day for
illegal honey collection, shrimp

seedlings and firewood collection.
Grazing by buffaloes is common .

The state government is yet to
take adequate  steps for protection
of this famed mangrove forest patch
which also has been recognized
recently as a Ramsar site being  a
wetland of  international
importance.

 The forest contains most of  the
mangrove species of  the world
including some  extremely rare ones.
It is learnt that due to the absence
of a dedicated fire protection system
or equipment, every year, valuable
tracts of mangrove forests are lost
due to fire.

Biswajit Mohanty,
Wildlife  Society of Orissa

The Haryana Wildlife Department has
initiated a pioneer study on the
preservation of the Indian Red Jungle
Fowl, the Chief Conservator of Forests
of the Haryana Government, Mr J.L.
Srivatsava, said here today.
Mr Srivatsava said this was to make a
detailed genetic analysis of the fowl using
mitochondrial and micro-satellite DNA.
The Forest Department believes that the
study will throw light on the purity of the
Red Indian Jungle fowl and lay the
foundation of the future genetic studies
of great practical value to the poultry
industry in the world, he added.
The results of the study undertaken in
collaboration with the Centre for DNA
Fingerprinting and Diagnostics,

Genetic analysis of Red Indian Fowl conducted

Hyderabad.
With a view to breed the pheasants found
in Haryana and release them in nature, a
Pheasant Breeding Centre was
established at Morni in early nineties.
The Indian Red Jungle Fowl is a
progenitor of the domestic poultry . Mr
Srivatsava said the  Indian Red Jungle
fowl population in the wild was
contaminated with the genes of domestic
fowl and the pure Red Jungle Fowl was
almost extinct. The results of the study
are likely to be a break through in the
area of the conservation of this species.
Mr Jakati claimed that 14 birds were
released in the wild in 1998 and seven in
1999. In 2000, the number of the birds
released was 10.

22 Sociable Plover at
Keoladeo National

Park (IBA)
Up to 22 birds have been seen
at Keoladeo National Park in
2003. It is estimated that the
world population is under a 1000
birds.  “At Bharatpur we saw
some of the Sociable Plovers,
eight but there could have been
more in neighboring fields. 
Subsequently I heard from Nigel
Collar that the global population
of this species has collapsed
and he is fearful of imminent
extinction.  It could be that the
more westerly wintering
populations have gone leaving
the Indian birds as the last
ones.  He is organising an
urgent project to assess the
situation in Kazakhstan where
he believes that a change in
behaviour by shepherds has
caused almost total breeding
failure.”

Stephan Rumsey



IBCN PARTNER’S FACT FILE

IBCN Partners Name: PULICAT LAKE BIRD LOVER’S SOCIETY
Founded : 2nd January 2003
Registration Number: 786/2003
Contact Person : K. Venkatesh, President

D.No: 9-280 a, Pottisriramulu Street
Sullurpet – 524 121
District. Nellore
Andhra Pradesh

Email : plbls@yahoo.com
Tel. No. : (08623) 244103

About the Society:
Dr. Odd. W. Jacobsen and Dr. P. J. Sanjeeva Raj jointly started the Society, for the conservation of Pulicat Lake and to
develop the Ecosystem of the lake with the help of young people.

Aims and objectives:
Encouraging bird watchers, non-govermental organizations  and individuals for protecting birds and their habitat and
developing bird sanctuaries.

Total Membership strength: 40 members

Activites:
l Regular bird observations in and around Nelapattu and Pulicat Bird Sanctuary.

l Organising study tours to different bird sanctuaries in and around the country.

l Conducting bird census week in the month of  January.

l Educating the students in schools and colleges to bring awareness among them about the need for the protection of
birds and bird sanctuaries, by organizing meetings and discussions in schools and colleges.

l To locate water fowl in new areas for the development of new bird sanctuaries.

l To device policies to protect the natural food available in the bird sanctuaries of the birds.

Achivements of the Society:
l The Society has maintained an annual bird census report from 1999 onwards.

l The Society’s  members are selected as guides to educate people in bird watching and other bird matters. The Society
received appreciation from the government during Flamingo Festival.

l The Society conducted an excursion for school children of Sullurpet to Nelapattu Bird sanctuary.

Future Plans:
l Educating farmers and children around Pulicat and Nellapattu towards bird and habitat conservation through slideshows

and public lecturers.

l To, promote, develop ect-tourism in the sanctuaries.

l Mapping of Pulicat Lake

Pulicat Lake (IBA)
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Expedition to IBAs for
bird photography

Hira Punjabi

After doing a lot of bird photography
with minimum equipment and with

300mm lens, finally I got my 500mm lens
and now the journey starts to capture the
rare feather friends about whom I was
dreaming for years.

I planned a trip to Northern India and
Western parts of Rajasthan. First I reached
the Corbett National Park (IBA site) and
stayed there for four days. I visited Corbett
in summer to photograph elephants and
birds. Out of the 69 species of raptors
reported from the Indian subcontinent, 51
were recorded from Corbett.  It was winter
season so the mornings were chilly.  Never
-theless, by 07.00 h, I went to the famous
Dhikala grassland where Black-shouldered
Kite  Elanus caeruleus seen hovering
commonly.  Raptors are very difficult to
photograph. I found that Ramganga river is
a good place to photograph raptors,
especially Pallas’s Fish-Eagles, Grey-headed
Fish-Eagle, Crested Serpent Eagle and
Osprey. To get good sharp pictures, the bird
should be in within the range of your lens.
A Crested Serpent Eagle readily obliged me
by allowing me within 50 m.

Evening of the third day I saw a Pallas’s
Fish-Eagle snatch a fish from the Grey-
headed Fish-Eagle, while the latter watched
helplessly. While coming back to Dhikala I
saw another Pallas’s Fish-Eagle on the bank
of Ramganga river feeding on a fish. I was
able to take some good pictures of this bird.
After eating almost half of the fish, it started
to lift the fish in one of its talon for two to
three times and flapped the wings before
taking the final flight.

Fourth day morning it was misty so I
concentrated on landscape photography.
While coming back from Dhikala, I had
sighting of White-crested Laughingthrush.

I proceeded to Nainital from Corbett to
photograph the Himalayan birds as in winter
many birds come down to the foothills of
Himalayas.
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I went back to Keoladev National Park
in Rajasthan which is another extra-ordinary
IBA site in Rajastha and people call it
paradise for birders. Keoladeo is the only
IBA in India where Siberian crane used to
come till 2001. But other congregatory birds,
especially raptors are easy to photograph.
I could get some photographs of some
these birds which I have seen Marsh Harrier,
Imperial Eagle, Lesser Spotted Eagle, Greater
Spotted Eagle and Lesser Fishing Eagle also.

In Keoladeo there are many stray dogs
attacking Spotted Deer, Samber and even
birds and some times human beings.  The
Park management are trying to remove these
stray dogs.

From Keoladev I went to another IBA
site called Taal Chappar Blackbuck
Sanctuary, which is one of the very good
site for Eurasian Griffon and Cinerous
Vultures, and also for hundreds of
Demoiselle cranes. I could get some very
good pictures of cranes and vultures.  At
one time the White-backed and Long-billed
vultures were abundant but now very few
or none are seen.  The temperature was
below 0 °C.  I visited one waterhole where
on an acacia tree about one hundred Ring
doves had come to drink water and on
another tree, I spotted a pair of desert
wheatear also.

I wanted to photograph Demoiselle
cranes and I heard about Kheechan which
is an identified IBA in Rajasthan near
Phalodi.  I was told by the local people that
some times the number goes upto 10-15,000
Demoiselle cranes.

From Kheechan, I went to Jorbeed which
is dumping ground of dead livestock and is
12 km from Bikaner. I spent one full day
there and photographed Eurasian Griffon,
Cinerous and Egyptian Vultures, immature
Black Kite  Milvus migrans, and also
Sociable Plover.  For many year, I wanted to
photograph Steppe Eagles and luckily I was
delighted to take close ups.  My friend told
me that you had to put handkerchief on
your nose if you want to visit Jorbeed, but
I did not feel discomfitted, as I was totally
concentrated on my subjects. In wildlife
photography, one has to be prepared for
such areas.

I regularly visit the IBA sites and other
areas in India and have shot hundreds of
good images over the last two decades.
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D uring my recent visit to Bastar I came across
news about the Bastar Hill Myna, which  is not only

encouraging but is also an indicator about the future of this
endangered species in the state. Kindly accept our
Congratulation for this. The wildlife department has been
able to motivate its field staff, to create an atmosphere
amongst people to protect the species. This is no mean
achievement.

 However it was gathered that the tendency to capture
the fledglings from the nests still prevails and needs to be
curbed  immediately.

 As per the details collected the fledglings are likely to
be collected at Kotumsar, Tirathgarh, Chhindgarh, Kesloor,
Geedam, Darbha, Barsoor area, Nesalnar, Penkonda, Mirhur,
Bechpal, Outpalli, Kosraguda,  Tarrem, Chinnagillur,
Pendagillur, Kondapalli, Bhimaram, Udtamalla, Palaguda,
Dareli, Manchal etc. I think forest deptt is well aware of
these facts.   Press has also pointed this out.

 The breeding of the species may have commenced in
this month and the fledglings will be big enough to be
extracted in the month of June. We still have enough time to
appeal to the people, apart from taking  following actions,
particularly in the areas mentioned above.
 
Identify the breeding areas.
l To locate the nests and protect them.
l Prevent  the villagers  to collect fledglings from the

nest. 
l To prevent the sale and purchase of the bird of any

size. 

Bastar Hill Myna

l Forest deptt may distribute the pamphlets in the villages
and give regular wide publicity  through local press,
local bodies, its own field units, to this effect.

l To give cash incentives to the informers about the
fledgling collectors & sellers /traders. 

l To apprehend the culprits and get them prosecuted
within the frame work of available rules.

l To obtain  assistance of local NGOs, wherever possible.
l Forest deptt field units may also be suitably instructed

/ motivated to be alert and act fast  in this respect.
Good workers may be rewarded and vice versa.

 I  trust that you may agree with me in this matter and will
leave no stone unturned to resort to all preventive measures
immediately, to conserve this endangered species.

The Chhattisgarh wildlife Society requests your kind-
self for an immediate action.

A.M.K. Bharos
IBCN  State  coordinator of Chhatisgarh and  MP

A. K  Sahay noted wildlife photographer, writer and
IBCN member was awarded the State Wildlife Award by the
Goa State Government at a well attended function in Panjim
recently.  Mr. Sahay recieved the award from the Forest
Minister Shri Vinay Tendulkar. The State Environment
minister was also present. The citation said that the award
was given for Mr. Sahay’s contribution towards creating
awareness about the need to conserve wildlife through his
writings and photo columns in several newspapers. His
columns like ‘Trek in the Wild and ‘Nature Watch’ in the
Times of India have earned him considerable popularity in
Goa.

When he was in Kolkata he wrote the wildlife column
for the ‘Statesman’, one of the most prestigious English
dailies of our country. Mr. Sahay is a life member of BNHS.
He has attended several nature camps. When contacted
over phone Mr. Sahay expressed happiness and said that a
lot of the credit for the award goes to BNHS. He also said
that his experiences in the nature camps with BNHS
members has to a great deal shaped his thoughts and action.

IBCN Warrior awarded

Confiscated Myna from the Mumbai Airport

His association with Prakriti Samsad, a Kolkata based nature
club also has influenced him.

His mission in life, is to spread the awareness that we
have to protect our forest an wildlife in our own selfish
interests.

Mr. Sahay receiving State Wildlife Award from the
Environment Minister of Goa
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Sewri (IBA) is in danger
The open mudflats of Trombay and
Sewri are located along the Arabian Sea
in Mumbai. An area c. 10 km long and 3
km wide, is dominated by mangroves
all along the coast.

The area is prohibited for the gen-
eral public. The jetty of Mumbai Port
Trust (MbPT), Bhabha Atomic Re-
search Centre (BARC), and Tata Elec-
trical are located along the area. There
are refineries of Oil and Natural Gas
Commission (ONGC), Bharat Petroleum
Corporation Limited (BPCL) and
Hindustan Petroleum Corporation Lim-
ited (HPCL).

Despite the high degree of pollu-
tion, the area is a winter refuge for thou-
sands of migratory birds from as far as
the Arctic circle. They include sand-
pipers, plovers, gulls and terns. The
area also supports a large congrega-
tion of flamingos, which are local mi-
grants probably from Gujarat. During
December-January Lesser Flamingo
Phoenicopterus minor and Greater Fla-
mingo Phoenicopterus ruber are seen
up to 15,000 along with other waders.

Raptors also use the area as a stop-
over and a few of them winter here,
such as the Eurasian Marsh Harrier Cir-
cus aeruginosus and the Greater Spot-
ted Eagle Aquila clanga.

Now, six-lane causeway is planned
by the Maharashtra Government from
Seweri to Nhava Shiva.  This road-
bridge will go right through the
flamingo habitat.

While all attempts are being made
by the BNHS and other institutes and
also by some individuals, even at this
supposedly belated stage, to mobilize
opinion towards ensuring that the
flamingo and other wader
congregations remain Sewree as
Important Bird Areas in Maharashtra.
Hope the Government will restore this
internationally important bird site.

Flamingo Watch was organised by IBCN in 2003 where around 2000 thousand people came
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This is to state that Wild Orissa, an active pro-wildlife
organization and an active organizational partner in the

Indian Bird Conservation Network, organized a function to
celebrate the IBA (Important Bird Area) day on the 7th
February 2004 at Mangalajodi on the shores of Chilika Lake.
This function was attended by about 300 school children
from 5 schools of the area, namely Mangalajodi ME School,
Raula Sahi Prathamika Vidyalaya, Padma Kumuda
Vidyaniketan, Karatia Sahi Prathamika Vidyalaya and
Mangalajodi Girls High School, schoolteachers, apart from
the village headman, village elders, staff of the Tangi Wildlife
Range including the Forester, members of Sri Mahavir Pakshi
Surakshya Samiti of Mangalajodi (bird protection committee),
wildlife lovers of the area and members of Wild Orissa.
Volunteers and members of the Sri Mahavir Pakshi Surakshya

To inculcate love for birds and to create awareness
towards conservation of birds and its habitat among the
school children, Society for Nature Education and
Habitats (SNEH) in collaboration with IBCN and BNHS
organized IBA day on 15th February 2004 at Sirpur Talab,
Indore. Sirpur Talab attracts large number of migratory
birds during winter.

Around 200 students of standard VII and VIII from 12
schools participated.

Before the event students were sent notes on
migration, how to use binoculars, migration map, how to
do bird watching and  a book ‘The Book of Indian Birds’
was given to each school. Coloured leaflets containing
information on birds were distributed.

On the day of the event students started arriving early
in the morning at the venue. They were briefed about
water birds, migration and wetlands. Students were taken
for nature walk accompanied by teachers and resource
persons. It was a different experience for many of the
students. They enjoyed watching the birds and asked
endless questions. The media coverage was excellent.
The function was a big success. It not only provided
students with much needed exposure to environment
but also provided them with an insight to endangered
species.

Samiti of Mangalajodi assisted Wild Orissa in the conduct
of the event.

The function started at 1000 h. School children were
welcomed and given talks on need to conserve and preserve
birds and their habitats. Special emphasis was laid on Chilika
Lake, which is a vital IBA site of Orissa. After that the children
were taken around for a ‘bird walk’ , which lasted about 2 h.
During this walk, children were provided with practical tips
on waterfowl/waterbird identification. After the walk the
children were provided with refreshments and stickers on
bird conservation were distributed. Mr. Nanda Kishore
Bhujabal, Governor, Tangi Regional Chapter of Wild Orissa
and Head sub-committee on Chilika Bird Protection, was the
chief organizer on our behalf.

Krushna Chandra Swain

IBA Day
celebrated

...at Sirpur Lake
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Bird Conservation Society of Surat (BCSS)
In association with IBCN

BCSS is committed to conserve birds and natural
habitats.  As a part of proactive action, the BCSS

emphasis on creating awareness amongst all age group of
the society.  Youngsters, and the school children are on the
top of the list.  On 22nd February 2004, 55 children in the
age group of 10-13 years from a Surat based school “River
Dale Academy” were selected for participation in bird
watching camp in the forest of Mandvi.

The campign started, a day in advance, by a slide show
on “The Birds of Indian Subcontinent” at school.  The
students along with their parents keenly watched the slides
show. The Mandvi forest is located only 75km northeast of

Surat city in south Gujarat.  The dry-deciduous forest
spreads in an area of 200 sq. km.  Apart from its faunal
wealth, six small irrigation dams forms the beautiful lakes in
the forest that provides a perfect habitat for many migratory
and resident birds.

The trek started very early in the morning on 22nd
February.  Before starting, Mr. Siddarth Shah – President-
BCSS, briefed the children about the importance of  birds in
our ecosystem.  Thereafter, children were generally divided
in four groups.  Each group was led by a senior birdwatcher
and wildlife photographers Shailesh Master, Rajesh Jadhav,
Debasis Jadia, Jayantbhai Bhojawala and Tushar Lad.  They
helped the children in identifying birds in the field, its field
behaviour and preparing a checklist.  The children were
indeed fascinated by watching and listening to the calls of
various migratory ducks, storks and other resident birds of
the forest.

On the trek, Mr. Rajput, RFO Mandvi North range showed
a deep interest to educate children about floral wealth of
the forest.  He also acquainted the children about the
medicinal value of various flora of the forest.

The trek was converted into an interactive session before
lunch break at a place called “Hela Dhaba” in the core area
of the forest.  A quiz contest was also arranged between
four groups of children named Tiger, Lion, Cheetah and
Leopard.  The children demonstrated a great deal of
enthusiasm during the contest.  Members of the winning
group were given a price from BCSS, a “Certificate of
Appreciation” from BCSS also felicitated all the participants.
Mr. Rajput handed over the certificate to the participants.

BCSS is looking forward to organizing more and more
such awareness campaigns in association with IBCN.

Bird Awareness Campaign
in Mandvi Forest near Surat
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The state forest of Sunabeda-Khariar in Nuapara district
of Orissa constitutes a vital tiger habitat, which holds a

lot of promise for the future of the tiger conservation in
central India.  The most important factor is a healthy
population of tigers, which the 2002 census had put at 24
for the Sunabeda Sanctuary itself!  Considering the presence
of a few more from the adjoining Khariar forests (Orissa), a
viable genetic pool of tigers capable of sustaining for more
than many decades is available.  Sparsely populated with
human beings, and with forests not yet damaged or
plundered, these forests in Orissa are yet to get the
necessary attention.  Wild Orissa (IBCN member) has been
campaigning for their inclusion under the Project Tiger
Scheme since last seven years now, and it has also carried
out a detailed survey with the assistance of the WWF-
India, apart from it’s members participating in tiger/leopard
enumeration exercises in the past.  The extremely rare Wild
Buffalo Bubalus bubalis (-arnee), still use the
aforementioned forest corridor to enter Orissa, and the Orissa
state would definitely become all the more poorer if this
fragile connectivity is broken up in future.

It is learnt that the proposal to include these forests
under the project Tiger Scheme is yet to be forwarded by
the Government of Orissa to the Ministry of Environment
and Forests, Government of India.  The loss of time would
only be severely detrimental for the future of the tiger in
Orissa, as Sunabeda-Khariar forests hold great promise after
the famous Simlipal forests.

In this regard it also being mentioned that the Chattisgarh
State government has already initiated actions for getting
the Sitanadi and Udanti forest areas of that State under the

Project Tiger scheme, and since these forest areas constitute
a contiguous forest patch with the Sunabeda-Khariar forests
of Orissa, attempts to also bring the latter under the said
scheme needs to be made immediately, by which an
extremely viable tiger habitat would be available for our
future generations.  The Steering Committee of  Project Tiger

has already cleared the Sitanadi and Udanti forests of
Chattisgarh for inclusion under the Project Tiger Scheme
during the 10th Five Year Plan, but Sunabeda-Khariar could
not find place as the State Government of Orissa is yet to
forward the requisite proposal.  Bringing the Sunabeda-
Khariar forests under the Project Tiger umbrella would not
change their legal status but would entail immense benefits
for the State of Orissa, both monetary and otherwise.

Monalisa Bhujbal
Secretary

Wild Orissa

Proposal for Sunabeda-Khariar forest
(IBA site) as Tiger Reserve
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Conservation of IBAs by
‘Site Support Group’

in Nashik, Maharasthra
B. Raha and Narayan Bhure

The Nature Conservation Society
Nashik (NCSN) is actively
involved in creating public

awareness for conservation of IBAs and
birds in Nashik district of Maharasthra.
The NCSN an IBCN partner, has been
working at the grass-root level to
conserve birds and their habitats with
the well supported association of the
local people, youth, government and
non-government agencies working
there, school teachers and students.
Because of the conservation efforts by
NCSN and IBCN, the Maharashtra Forest
department has identified Nandur-
Madhameshwar, Great Indian Bustard
habitat of Wani-Ozhar grassland and
Gangapur grassland-wetland as IBAs
and included in the Working Plans.
NCSN explored new birding areas,
especially the nesting sites of Long-
billed Gyps indicus and White-backed
Gyps bengalensis vultures at Anjaneri-
Trimbakeshwar and Blackbuck habitat
of Rajapur-Yeola.  The NCSN has started
conservation work with people’s
participation so as to strengthen the
forest departments efforts, through
many activities such as drawing
competition for village and urban school
children. NCSN has raised funds to
felicitate the winners of competition,
those children were given school bags,
compass box, drawing equipments, note
books, Tiffin box, Photograph,
illustrative posters.

The photo published herewith
shows the group of award winners in
the nature drawing competition held in
the Anjaneri school. The students are
accompanied by their teachers, the
sponsorer of the event Mr. Ajay
Ramnathkar- M. D. Ivory Soap Ltd,
Ambad and Shri. Bhure NCSN member.
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The catastrophic
collapse of the
Asian vulture
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The catastrophic collapse
of the Asian vulture populations is
one of the most serious issues facing
the international conservation
community today. Three once
abundant species, the Oriental white-
backed vulture Gyps bengalensis, the
long-billed vulture Gyps indicus, and
the slender-billed vulture Gyps
tenuirostris, now face extinction.  The
major cause of the vulture population
crash is accepted to be poisoning by
the veterinary drug, diclofenac, the
most widely used veterinary pain-killer
in South Asia. Vultures are exposed to
diclofenac through consuming tissues
of livestock that were treated with
diclofenac shortly before dying.

To ensure that vultures do not
become extinct, Dr. Vibhu Prakash is
leading the BNHS for developing a
long-term captive holding and
breeding centre. However, for
vultures to survive in the wild, we
ultimately need to prevent vultures
being exposed to diclofenac in their
natural habitats.  The BNHS together
with Royal Society for the Protection
of Birds have recently started a
collaborative project with the Wildlife
Institute of India that aims to
understand where, how, and why

R E S E A R C H  T O  C O N S E R V A T I O N

Twenty vultures (possibly
Slender-billed and White-backed) died
at Saralapathar Dhaboli Chouk in the
north-western part of the Jorhat town,
Assam on yesterday (March 2, 2004).
The vultures died after consuming
meat of a goat, which was poisoned by
its owner one Kandarpa Goswami.
Earlier, the goat was bitten by a rabid
dog and as a result, the owner had put
insecticide (Eldrin) and abandoned the
carcass in the field.
In these 20 vultures, there could be
couple of breeding pairs, as a result the
chicks would have also died because
of starvation.
The news came in the newspapers and
the local people of the area came out to
the road to protest against this brutal
killing. Seeing the anger of the local
people, the offender fled with his
family from the area.
 On Tuesday morning , January 03,
2004 eight vultures were killed by a
train near Moran, informed (Kulojyoti)
Mridu Paban Phukan. He rushed to the
spot and could identify 4 vultures as
Slender-billed Vulture. The other
vultures could be Slender-billed or
there might be White-backed also. n

diclofenac is used in veterinary
medicine.

This project has two main
components. The first part of the
work is to take samples from livestock
carcasses to see how many of these
contain high enough levels of
diclofenac in their tissues to kill
vultures. The second part of the
project is to interview veterinarians
and pharmacists in order to
understand how diclofenac is being
used to treat livestock and to look for
possible alternatives to take its place
in the veterinary marketplace.

We are very keen to hear from
members of the IBCN that know areas
where vultures either regularly feed
now or used to be commonly seen.
We are also eager to contact
veterinarians and pharmacists who
are willing to contribute information
about how diclofenac is used and
potentially being involved in future
efforts to phase out diclofenac.

If you have any information on
sites where vultures feed, or know
any pharmacists or veterinarians who
would be interested in being
interviewed about diclofenac use,
please contact the BNHS office. n

Susanne Shultz (RSPB) Kulojyoti Lahkar (IBCN member)
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Projects Manager, IBA-IBCN
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13. Maharashtra
Mr. Bishwarup Raha
Hemant Vihar, 13, Savarkar Nagar
Off. Gangapur Road, Nashik–422005, Maharashtra,
Email: wolfajay@hotmail.com

14. Orissa
Mr. Biswajit Mohanty
Wildlife Society of Orissa
“Shantikunj”, Link Road, Cuttack- 753 012
Orissa. Email: biswajit_m@vsnl.com

15. Pondicherry:
Dr. Priya Davidar
School of Ecology & Environmental Sciences Pondicherry
University, Kalapet, Pondicherry , Email:
pdavidar@yahoo.com

16. Rajasthan
Mr. Manoj Kulshreshtha
Snehdeep,  B-33, Sethi Colony
Jaipur, Rajasthan
Email: snehdeep_jp1@sancharnet.in

17. Sikkim
Ms. Usha Ganguli-Lachungpa
Sr. Research Officer (WL)
Government of Sikkim
Department of Forest, Environment & Wildlife
Deorali-737 102, Gangtok, Sikkim
Email: ganden@dte.vsnl.net.in

18. Tamil Nadu
1. Mr. P. Pramod

Sálim Ali Centre for Ornithology & Natural History
(SACON), Anaikatty PO, Coimbatore-641 108,
TN  Email: sacon@vsnl.com

2. Dr. V. Santharam
C/o Institute of Bird Studies & Natural History
Rishi Valley Education Centre, Chittor – 517 352
Andhra Pradesh     Email:vsram2003@yahoo.co.in

19. Uttar Pradesh (West and East)
1. Prof. H. S. A. Yahya (Western UP)

Department of Wildlife Sciences
Aligarh Muslim University, Aligarh-202 002
Email: hafiz_yahya@hotmail.com

2. Dr. Vijay Pratap Singh (Eastern UP)
Jaidev Nagar (Rajgarh), Lakhimpur Kheri
UP- 262 701 Email: tarai_eco@yahoo.com

20. Uttaranchal

Dr. Bivash Pandav
c/o Wildlife Institute of India
P.O. Box 18, Chandrabani
Dehra Dun 2480 01, Uttaranchal
Email: pandavb@wii.gov.in

21. West Bengal
Mr. Kushal Mookherjee
Asstt. Secretary, Prakriti Samsad
65, Golf Club Road,
Calcutta-700 033
Email: kushal@cal3.vsnl.net.in

22. North-East State
Dr. Anwaruddin Choudhury
C/o Mr Alauddin Choudhury,
Near Gate No.1 of  Nehru Stadium, Islampur Road,
Guwahati 781 007, Email: badru1@sancharnet.in

1. Andaman & Nicobar Islands
Dr. Lalitha Vijayan
Sálim Ali Centre for Ornithology & Natural History
(SACON), Anaikatty PO, Coimbatore-641 108
Tamil Nadu. Email: sacon@vsnl.com

2. Andhra Pradesh
Ms. Kalyani Kandula
H. No. 161, BHEL HIG Phase II
Madinaguda, Near Miyapur
Hyderabad-500 050
Email: mukal@eth.net

3. Assam
Mr. Mohd. Firoz Ahmed
“Evergreen”, Samanwoy Path (Survey)
Beltola, Guwahati-781028, Assam
Email: firozahmed@onlysmart.com

4. Bihar and Jharkhand
Mr. Arvind Mishra
Mandar Nature Club
Anand Chikitsalaya Road
Bhagalpur, Bihar
Email: mncarvind@hotmail.com

5. Delhi
Mr. Nikhil Devasar
Delhi Bird Club, C 1/503 Mayfair Tower,
Charmwood Village, Eros Garden, Surajkund Rd.,
Faridabad, Haryana. Email: nik@delhibird.org,

6. Jammu & Kashmir
Dr. Rahul Kaul
WPA Coordinator, South Asia Regional
S-56/1 DLF Phase III
Gurgaon- 122 002, Haryana
Email: r_kaul@hotmail.com

7. Gujarat
Mr. Lavkumar Khacher
14, Jayant Society
Rajkot- 360 004 Gujarat

8. Haryana and Punjab
Dr. Rajiv Kalsi
Department of Zoology
MLN College, Yamuna Nagar 1350 01, Haryana.
Email: r_kalsi@sancharnet.in

9. Himachal Pradesh
Mr. Sanjeeva Pandey
Director, Great Himalayan National Park
At-Shamshi- 175 125
Kullu, Himachal Pradesh
Email: dirchnp@sancharnet.in

10. Karnataka
Dr. S. Subramanya
PHT Scheme, J Block
GKVK Campus
University Of Agricultural Sciences,
Banglore, Karnataka- 560 065
Email: Subbus@vsnl.com

11. Kerala
Mr. P. O. Nameer
Asst. Professor, College of Forestry
Kerala Agricultural University (KAU)
KAU (PO) 680 656
Thrissur, Kerala     Email: trc_ nameer@sancharnet.in

12. Madhya Pradesh and Chhattisgarh
Mr. Arun M. K. Bharos
 B-101 Gayatrinagar, PO Shankar Nagar
Raipur-492 007, Chhattisgarh
Email: CWSRAIPUR@hotmail.com

IBCN STATE CORDINATORS

IBCN MISSION STATEMENT
To promote conservation of birds and their habitats through the development of a

national network of individuals, organisations and the government
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75 organisations are partners of IBCN but all do not have logos

GEER

Manipur

Alipurduar, WB

Nasik, MH

INTACH, Jharkhand

Coorg, Kar.

Kokrajhar, Assam

Siliguri, WB

Bhagalpur, Bihar

Chhattisgarh

Dhubri, Assam

Guwahati, Assam

Gujarat

Kolkata, WB

Cuttack, Orissa

Hyderabad, AP

Trivandrum, Kerla Delhi and
Assam

Mysore, Kar.
NCF

Surat, Gujarat

Gurgaon

Jaipur, Rajasthan

Bhubaneswar

West Bengal

Assam

Tamil Nadu

The IBA programme will produce inventories of internationally recognised sites vital for the conservation of birds.  These sites
will be identified using a set of four standard global criteria: (a) presence of globally threatened species (b) restricted range or endemic
birds, (c) biome restricted assemblages and (d) sites having large congregations of birds. These criteria are designed by BirdLife
International to select representative areas of the most important bird habitats, particularly those which are under the most severe
pressure.  Given that birds are good indicators of overall biological diversity, most IBAs will be important for other species as well.
What is the IBCN: It is a Network of Indian organisations and individuals who have agreed to collaborate to promote the
conservation of birds in India and through them, the conservation of biological diversity as a whole.  IBCN is one of the leading
membership networks of India, with more than 800 individuals and 75 organizations as members.  It publishes a quarterly
newsletter ‘Mistnet’ for its members.
IBCN Membership: Join and become important links in the IBCN.  Annual membership fee is Rs. 100/- payable through Demand
Draft/Money Order/cash in favour of ‘Bombay Natural History Society’, in case of outstation cheques add Rs. 40/-.
Kindly contact for membership form
Zafar-ul Islam, Projects Manager, IBA-IBCN, Bombay Natural History Society, Hornbill House, SB Singh Road,
Mumbai 400 023, India. Email:  IBAbnhs@vsnl.net Website <www.ibcnetwork.org>

Arulagam, TN

Rishi Valley, AP

Udaipur

Ratnagiri

Siliguri, WB

Megamix,
Nature Club

AMU, Aligarh

Nature Conservation Society
Ahmednagar

Wild Orissa
People for Animals

Morena Green Guard
Nagaon, Assam

Assam

Nagpur

Envirosearch,
Pune, MH

Gangtok, Sikkim

Bangalore

Rishibhoome: Pravuttya,
Gujarat

Ela Foundation,
Pune

Chennai
Dhan Foundation

Tamil Nadu

Assam

Andhra Pradesh

West Bengal

Uttar Pradesh

WPSI, Delhi Gujarat Maharashtra

Punjab

IBCN ORGANISATIONAL PARTNERS


