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Guest Editorial

any of you would know that in 1997-98, BNHS, country and every year we see fewer and fewer of them.

I\/I after getting newspaper reports and information fromVulture decline in the Indian subcontinent is the fastest
the field, started looking at the decline of the Indian vulturesdecline of any species in the workhould we sit idle and
The first meeting to discuss this issue on the decliningvait for the last wild vulture to die while thenimal
population of vultures was organized in 1998, at HornbillHusbandry Commissioner and the Drug Controller of India
House, BNHSS headquarteThis meeting was followed by  dither?
another meeting in 1999, during which it became clear that On the recommendation of the BNHS, RSPB, BirdLife
three species of vultures — White-backed, Long-billed andnternational and MoEF the IUCN has included the three
Slender-billed were dying all over the country at a very fasypsspecies of vultures in ‘Critically Endangeredtegory
rate. In September 2000, BNHS organized an internationalhey are also included in Schedule | of tédlife
seminar in New Delhi, which attracted national andProtectiorAct.
international attention on the issue. The National Board fowildlife chaired by the Prime

In the beginning it was thought that the vultures wereMinister is going to meet on 19 June 200& are working
dying due to some viral disease, but in May 2003, invery hard to bring up the issue of vulture extinction and
Pakistan, it was found that the real culprit was a newlyrequest the Hon’ble Prime Minister to give orders to the
introduced anti-inflammatory veterinary drug called Animal Husbandry Commissioner and Drug Controller
Diclofenac This was subsequently confirmed in India andGeneral of India to ban this killer drug immediatéhe
Nepal. Since that time, BNHS has been urging the Indiafiequest you to write a polite letter to the Hon’ble Prime
Government to ban the veterinary use of this drug. LasMinister to save the Indian vultures.
year during the meeting of the National Board\¢ditdlife,
held on 17 March 2005, the Hon’ble Prime Minister Dr Dr. Manmohan Singh
Manmohan Singh said that Diclofenac would be phasedion’ble Prime Minister of India
out and ultimately banned within six months. The Ministry South Block, Raisina Hill
of Environment and Forests, Government of India has alsb/EW DELHI 110 011
agreed that unless this killer drug is banned completelyTelephone: 01-23012312
there is no way we can save the remaining vultures. Fax: 011-23019545/23016857

However theAnimal Husbandry Commissioner and the Email: pmosb@pmo.nic.in and manmohan@sansad.nic.in
Drug Controller General of India are dragging their feet. In
last two years, numerous meetings were held with them. Your letter should reach him before"lRune 2006. For
BNHS also provided them all the evidences to show thanore details on the vulture issue, please visit our website
Diclofenac is the actual cause of vulture decline, but theyvww.bnhs.og. If you do not have access to internet, please
were unmoved. They come up with more and more questionarite to us\We will send you more information on the vulture
to delay the ban while the ‘masters of the sky’ keep dying€risis.

According to vulture experts, 95-99% of the three Gyps Please help the vulturésour letter to the Prime Minister
species of vultures are already dead. From millions, theigan make a difference — vulture survival or their total
number has come down to a few thousands in the wholéxtinction.

Asad R. Rahmani
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Pulicat Lake —
a paradise for wetland birds

Odd. W. Jacobson, S. Gopinath ReddyK. Venkatesh,
D. Muni Shekhar, G Raghavendra

Pic: S. Gopinath Reddy

Painted Stork and other water birds regularly breed in Pulicat Lake

ulicat Lake situated on the GarganeyAnas querquedulaGadwall
border between the stafeamil : . Anas streperand Black-tailed Godwit
Nadu andndhra Pradeshisthe ~ Pulicat Lake, an IBA, in Limosa limosa In addition, resident

second largest brackish lagoon on th&outh-east India is a paradise birds such as Grey or Spot-billed
Indian Subcontinent, covering a total for tens of thousands of PelicanPelecanus philippensiand

area of 461 square km. The lake is ] Asian OpenbillAnastomus oscitarese
shallow with a mean depth of only 1-2 Wetland birds. Every year, present. The Painted StoMycteria
m. During the monsoon period starting especially in the winter leucocephalais one of the most

in August or SeptembgPulicat Lake is striking inhabitants of the lake shores.
filled with water and a large quantity of This elegant bird with its pale red face
phytoplankton and zooplankton are ducks, waders, flamingos,  and long and yellow curved beak is not
de_:veloped_ in the_ lake. These pelicans, storks and herons that shy and can !oe easily approached
microscopic organisms constitute = ) when it walks in shallow water
essential food for invertebrates andarfive at the lake to find food  gearching for prey with parts of its
fish. As a result, tens of thousands of gnd seek shelter. A visit to beak submerged half-open. The most
water birds are attracted to the lake. spectacular sight in Pulicat Lake during
About 60 different species of the winter period is undoubtedly the
wetland birds have been observed, unforgettable memories for  huge numbers of flamingos, one of the

months, large numbers of

this area gives good and

many from centraAsia. Some of the everybody. most bizarre and outrageous birds to
commonest wetland birds include inhabit the earth.
Northern ShovelleAnas clypeata Two species of flamingos occur in
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Pulicat Lake during the winter seaso
the Greater FlamingoPhoeni-

copterus ruber and the Lesser
Flamingd®hoenicopteus minotr

Flamingos are dependent on shallo
water to feed upon algae, diatoms ¢
invertebrates. Pulicat Lake is one of t
most important wintering areas fo
flamingos inAsia, probably because
this lake contains food items enough
maintain a population of about 15,00;
individuals. To see thousands o
flamingos taking flight and moving from
one site to another is one of the greate
wildlife spectacles. The most important
breeding area for flamingos wintering

in Pulicat Lake is probably the Great Pulicat Lake is an examole of a .
Rann of Kutch in the state of Gujarat. . P dmportant to |pform_people about the
wetland where different purposes (e.gvalues of this unique ecosystem.

Many of the wetland birds arriving inf ding. breeding. resting etc.) for bird . X
Pulicat Lake usually come to this areaee 2} PIreiECling), (R Ing) Gis,) 1o o 200E, tie Pulleay Bl Lovers

year after year his pattern is termed “siteare takin_g place. Unfortunately Society (PLBLS) was est.ablished in
fidelity”, and this is an important featureweldé.mds In many part of the W0r|dSl.J||urpet.Towr.1. The establishment Of.
of waterfowl migration. In many ducks,contlnue o) 1062 Iosft, d_egraded anthis Soc'_ety 18 IirfzeTEt bEeIUsE It
for example, the tendency for adul{hreatened, resulting n STk E foc_:us_mg ?bOUt how to protect
females to return to the natal area to breeod:essures gn vyetlaqd birds and othahe biodiversity and also to _e ducate
wetland biodiversity As human people about nature conservation. Only

and for the male to disperse more widel?/ fluences on the earth increase. these: ) -
in search of a mate, is well documentean ) S$€ise and sustainable use of Pulicat

Migratory waterfowl such as flamingosP € >SU"eS will continue to groBince Lake will save its wonderful biodiversity

may also be highly traditional in thewPu“_Cat Lake is also  facing
. . .. environmental problems, such as
selection of staging areas and wintering,, . o :
iltation and over-fishing, it is strictly

sites and Pulicat Lake must provide a .
. recommended to implement conserva-
good example in that way

The timing of both short and IongtIon prograr_’nme_ fo_r sustainable
. . development in this unique ecosystem.
distance movements from Pulicat Lak

. f{esearch has to be done, and it is also
and other wetlands is influence

primarily by changes in climate and the
availability of food. Some of the ducks
wintering in Pulicat Lake, for example,
Northern Shoveler and Gadwall, hav
innate rhythms of migratory
restlessness which are dependent up
the length of daySeveral studies have
shown that the length of day ant
increasing temperature are stimu’
triggering the onset of migration in &
number of species. In February an
March, the daily temperature increase
considerably and the water leve
decreases in the lakés a result,

migrants leave from the wintering

grounds and go to the nesting areas far
north for breeding purposes. Pulicat Lake is a home to many threatened bird species such as the Spot-billed Pelican

Pic: S. Gopinath Reddy

Siltation and over fishing are major problems facing Pulicat Lake

Address:
Pulicat Bird Lover’s Society
D. No: 9-280 a, Pottisriramulu Street
Sullurpet-524 121
District: Nellore
Andhra Pradesh
Email. <plbls@yahoo.com>

Pic: V. Kannan
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First ever reporting of the breeding
population of Lesser Adjutant in Bihar

Pic: Arvind Mishra

The breeding pair of Lesser Adjutants at Uda Kishunganj

Arvind Mishra, Jai Nandan Mandal and Tapan K. Ghosh

AdjutantLeptoptilos javanicus ‘Garud used to nest on many otherctivities from the month @fugust. In

ranges from India to Indonesia.smaller Peepul trees around the villagese four nests, there were eggs and
It is becoming rare or extinct in manybut have abandoned them for nestirftedglings. In one of them there were
countries where once it was abundardue to some disturbances not clearfjve chicks and in anothgtwo chicks
(BirdLife International 2001). defined. But an apparent reason wagere seen with grown feathers. Chicks

In the recent studies by a team ofound that a local dominant low profilewith different developmental stages

Mandar Nature Club, led b&rvind community called ‘Banpar’ a subcastevere seen on the same tree in different
Mishra, we have observed about 42f ‘Nishad’ take away the eggs andests.
nests during late September and earlyhicks of LesseAdjutant frequently =~ The women folks passing through
October 2004, but there could be moréom the nests. ‘Banpar’ is a dominatinghe orchards in Ganeshpur Puraini
nests in this area of north Biharcast in this village and is a decidingnformed us about some more nesting
In September2004, at Ganeshpurfactor inPanchayatlections. They eatsites in the area but we could not
Puraini (25° 36’ N and 86° 5€), District the flesh of this bird and also sell thentonfirm it. The birds also used to nest
Madhepura, one nest was firstSometimes they catch the young onem a large and old Peepul tree in the
observed on a very big and old Peepwf these birds for sale to zoos angolice campus of Ganeshpur Puraini but
tree within the densely populatedprivate holders. Besides the village, iperhaps they have been driven out.
village besides the village temple withLitchi orchard there is a single tree okocals told us these birds fly away their
one LesseAdjutant sitting on it and Semul and a Bamboo groove around igoungs in October — November when
the other one seen flying nearbyOn this tall tree as high as about 18-2hey grow enough to flyAs per
According to the villagers, 2-3 of thesem, there were four nests and five offormation about 10 — 15 pairs used
Adjutants usually come for nestingthese birds were sitting on the tredo nest on one tree earlier

The distribution of Lesser here. These birds locally called aghese birds have started their nesting
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Some more birds were seen fromthe nests. Uda Kishunganj innorth to river Ganga failed to find any
roadside, flying over the MangoMadhepura district is about 8 kms. frormest of LesseAdjutant but have seen
orchards near this villages but we coul@ihariganj (25° 43' N and 86° 5%) on  two foraging on the ground some 5 km
not search the area due to paucity eheter gauge railway line, 28 kms fronrmortheast to Kharik. HundredsAgian

time. Banmankhi (2552’ N and 87° 11’ F) that Openbill were seen in the area in October
While traveling from Ganeshpuris on Katihar — Saharsa meter gaug2004.
Puraini to Uda Kishunhanj (11 km.railway line. Further moving towards Katihar from

north) by road, we saw three nests of Another site of nesting of LesserNaugachhia, Semapur (25° 32’ N and 87°
LesserAdjutant on Mango trees someAdjutants was observed at Murliganj27’ E) is the railway station just before
180 metres inside from the road at §5°53'N and 86° 59’ E), the next railway Katihat About 3 km. before Semap@
distance of about 2 kms before reachingtop after Banmankhi. Some 3-4 kmsnests of LessefAdjutants were seen
to Uda Kishunganj, opposite tonorth - east to Murliganj there were Sesides the railway line on a Peepul tree
‘Samadhi Sthal’ at Laxmipur village afternests on a Banyan tree and 3 on a Semarnd 2 nearhyin October 2004.
YamuniaTola primary school. tree at village Narayanpur in October On the same day south to Simraha
It was exciting to see Bore nests 2004. During the same visit, at Garhiaailway station, two stations before
on a huge Peepul tree in the policBalua Chowk near Purnea (2% N and Forbesganj(26°17’'N and 87° 18'F), 9
campus of Uda Kishunganj (25° 40’ Ng7° 28’ E) 7 nests on a Peepul tree haveests of Lessekdjutants and a total of
and 86° 56E) with altogether 10 birds been observed by our team and therks birds were observed on a Peepul tree.
in and around the giant treddl of these  are some more reports of about 4- 5 nesBeside this, on a Semul tree 2 more nests
nests were having chicks in it and thegf LesseAdjutants further about a km. were seen with 4 birds.
were receiving parental care by both afom this place. There seems to be a good number of
the parents. One was covering the There are some more reports fronsemul trees in the area of north Bihar
chicks to save them from scorching suMadhepura district about the nestinghat is usually preferred by the
falling directly on the nest and anothegites of these birds, which we areAdjutants for nesting. But in our recent
was carrying food for the chick&.few exploring. study out of total 42 nests, 13 in
of the birds were seen still carrying large  Based on some information, ourGaneshpur Puraini and Uda Kishungan;
twigs in their mouth and putting intoanother field trip to Kharik (2521’ N area, 8 in NarayanpuMurliganj, 7 in
the nest perhaps to further strengthesmd 87° E) in Naugachhia Sub DivisionGarhia Balua Chowk, 3 at Semapur and

Pic: Asad R. Rahmani

A Lesser Adjutant on nest
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i

Pic: Asad R. Rahmani

Colonial nests of Lesser Adjutants

fishes. These supply sufficient food to
the water birds of the area that seems to
be enough to support the life of larger
waterbirds like storks, Ibises and others.

Date Place No. of No. of Nests on Tree species
Nests Birds

Sept'04  Ganeshpur Puraini 5 7 Peepul — 1, Semul — 4

Sept'04  Uda Kishunganj 8 13 Mango — 3, Peepul — 5 The area has a 900d number of
Oct'04 Narayanpur, Murliganj 8 15 Banyan — 5, Semul — 3 Seemul, Peepal and Mango trees to
Oct'04 Garhiya Balua Chowk 7 12 Peepul — 7 provide breeding habitat to the
Oct04  Semapur 3 5 Peepul — 3 Adjutants. The people of north Bihar
Oct04  Simraha 1 20 Peepul- 9, Semul — 2 are not at all aware of the status of this

bird as vulnerable.
Moreover there is no study on the

11 at Simrahararia— Forbesganj, four ~ The nesting season of these bird€€ding and non breeding populations
tree species were used for nesting bgxtends from October to March. But® the Adjutants, both Lesser and
these birds. Out of them 60% nests wereur finding suggests that the birds iiPréater in BiharFocus of the national
found on Peepul, 21% on Semul, 12%his area seem to breed fréragust to and interational studies in India have
on Banyan and 7% on mango treeslovember In none of the previous Ways remained confined to the states
This may be a good sign that Peepuitudies, the clutch size is reported mofdASsam andiVest Bengal. Bihar seems
trees are being used largely for nestinghan 4 chicks or eggs, whereas we ha{@ P& unexplored as far as study of the
as the Peepul trees are protected in oseen 5 chicks in a single nest a{r€eding population of Lesskdjutant
area religiously while Semul trees ar&aneshpur Puraini. is concerned. _

being commercially exploited by the The LesseAdjutants have been Ve are thankfulto DSunilAgrawal,
plywood industryThis shows that due seen to breed closer to humar€cretaryand a senior member Dr
to large-scale cutting of tall Semul treeshabitation as seen at most of the plac&N-Choudhary of Mandar Nature Club
the LesseAdjutant are now nesting onduring our surveyThe areas mentioned©r their support in this study

smaller trees. This process of forcedbove fall under the flood plains of Address:

adaptation in these birds might haveorth Bihar The occurrence of flood \andar Nature Club, Anand Chikitsalaya
adversely affected their population irevery year almost engulfs the whole Road, Bhagalpur,

the area that might have been more tharea leaving numerous wetlands full of Bihar-812002, India

what we see today insects, crustaceans, molluscs and Email: <mncarvind@hotmail.com>
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Community Conserve Area

Anil K. Nair

dpuria Village Pond -An community Conserved Was fully covered with hyacinth and only 7 pairs raised
Area in Kota district of Rajasthan their family rest all left the side.

This site is situated 28 kms from Kota district on Kota- ~ After this, in the summers of 1999 a local NGO
Shyopur road and 7 kms from Digotihsiland 10 kms (Hadothi Naturalists Society) along with the villagers
from the river Chambahrea of the pond is 2 halthough ~ took up the task of manually removing the hyacinth. The
the pond is rain filled, its connected to the Right Main local media gave good publicity to the villagers for their
Canal of the Chambal River and filled through the canal ininitiative to clean the pond. The following breedirg
summers when the canal is operating. The villager ar@eriod saw an all time high of 250 painted storks fighting
fully vegetarian. to find a suitable place to make nest. Finally 95 nests
This site is well known now a days for the breeding Were made and all the chicks survived. In 2001 a pair of
colony of thePainted Storksvlycteria leucocephala  Black-necked Stork Ephippiorhynchus asiaticusas
which according to the people are breeding there fromplso seen finding a suitable place for nesting but was
1994.The site was first discovered Bnil Nair and not successful and left. This pair was seen coming| till
Akilesh Bergi during the winter birds survey in January 2004.
1997. During that month the number of young and adult  The pond is used by the villagers for their every day
birds were 250. needs and it helps to retain the water table of the wells in
In 1997 the pond had a small patch of water hyacinththe village. In 2005, plantation was done with the villagers,

in it but after the monsoon of 1997, 90 percent of the pondorest department and local college students oppgsite
was covered by the hyacinth and only 28 nests werdhe pond to have more trees available for nesting in future.
built. In 1998, 29 pairs made nest but this time the pond Anil K. Nair<crane-anil@rediffmail.com>

White-tailed Monal in Western and
Central Himachal Pradesh

Mathias Ritschard

Snce the ‘White-tailed Monal’ has been discovered Bhutan (the bird even lacked the white tail tip, perhaps
n Westermrunachal Pradesimdia, a few years ago due to abrasion, but showed all white uppertail coverts
(Kumar & Singh 2004), discussions about its taxonomicand rump as well as bronzed shoulders). Peter Lobo (pers.
status have been going on. It is now commonly treated asgomm.) has observed dark tailed Scla@fdonals in the
subspecies of Sclater Monal, Lophophous sclateri ~ same area on two occasions.

arunachalensisl.. s arunachalensis is supposed to occur  To summarize, both the white tailed and the dark tailed
in westerrArunachal onlywhile the nominate, dark-tailed, form of Sclatets Monal seem to occur at least through
form is said to occur in eastern and cemtrahachal, with ~ western and centralrunachal Pradesh, which may lead
some intermediates claimed from cenfkainachal (e.g. to new speculations about their taxonomic status. More

Rasmussen &nderton 2005). study is undoubtedly needed.
To my knowledge, howevethis is, if perhaps not References
wrong, at least oversimplyfied. Kumar, S.R. and Singh,.R2004)A new subspecies of Sclater
According to local hunters froiYingkiong in central Monallophophous sclaterfromWesterrrunachal Pradesh,
Arunachal, the Monals occuring in the area are all white- India. Bull. Brit. Orn. Club124: 16-28
tailed; a video recording made by one of the hunters anétasmussen, ®. &Anderton, J.C. (200Birds of Soutisia: The
seen by myself supports this. In addition, | have person-  Ripley Guide 2 vol. Smithsonian Institution andyix
ally observed a dark-tailed SclagiMonal in extreme Edicions Washington, D.C. and Barcelona.
westernArunachal, only 10-15 km from the border to Mathias Ritschard <mat@worldbirdtours.com>
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The Darwin Initiative Project
Strengthening the IBCN to safeguard key sites

throughout mainland India in the long term. By the end *, -
the project, Network will be working in a cohesive?
sustainable and effective way to monitor and safeguar("'
least 50 % of the 466 IBAs in India. The project will make !
significant contribution to the delivery of IndlaNBSAR &
and its impact will be reflected in Indiafegular reports to |
the CBD secretariat.

The IBA inventory was published in 2004. It quantifi
the range and severity of threats across the IBAs &
provides a rational basis for prioritizing conservation actic
Human pressures threaten many of these IBAs, and &
Darwin project will deliver a sustainable and sound respo
to the needs outlined in the inventofe Indian NBSAP IBCN facilitators obtamed a month-long training offered by the RSPB
includes a summary table of all the IBAs and advocates the
need to conserve them as a key site-based conservati@ements to assist interaction such as Participatory Rural
mechanism. Kalpavriksha, one of the lead organizations foAppraisal (PRA). Follow up projects to involve community-
the Indian NBSAPis a member of the IBCN. Discussions based activities that will help to deliver more sustainable
regarding the inclusion of IBAs in the NBSAP have beenlivelihoods.
ongoing since 2000. BNHS/IBCN will advocate that IBAs  Training by a three-strong team of Indian facilitators,
should form a part of the standard report to the CBD. based at the BNHS will be based at IBAs concentrated in

A range of threats from national development projectsthe Western Ghats biodiversity hotspot, the Indo Burman
not only threatens IBAs but also local livelihoods. hotspot and wetlands and drylands of NW India. These
national coalition of NGOs and individuals represented byone week courses will consist of three modules a)
IBCN will enable effective lobbying to offset site —based Sustaining NGOs; b) IBA monitoring and management
threats arising from national development decisions. planning; and ¢) Communicating conservation- PR and

Work to find sustainable solutions will often require major Advocacy These will be based on the successful ‘Building
local input and local IBCN NGOs will assist in the process.on Experience * model, designed for Birdlife International
State coordinators are a key link in the network as well ady the RSPB, and will be made up of exercises, case studies,
marketing the IBCN to new NGOs. The state coordinatorggroup working, role plays and practical work in the field
also play a central role in the IBCN by suppuagtsite — The aim is inherently one of building a self-sustaining
based local action and advocacy legacy once the project is ovéocally based activists and

A very significant roll of the project will be to develop a professional NGOs will build momentum and recruit further
common vision for conservation across Ingliaétwork of  support at a local level over time. This project will be highly
important biodiversity sites through the employment of effective in helping India to implement the CBD, as it will
common conservation tools and techniques based on theake a major contribution to the conservation of IBAs, which
diversity of local NGOs with their intimate understanding have been included as a key component within Isdia’
of local sites and values. NBSAR

NGOs and individuals will be trained to monitor change, The initiative would leave a strong largely self-sufficient
encourage appropriate management practices and detedetwork in place with a clearly defined strategy for the
adverse décts of activities rapidlyand to deploy sound future. There are often barriers to achieving sustainability
and rational arguments to appropriate audiences at all levelthat arise from the nature of short term project funding but
Fundraising capacity of the IBCN will be enhanced at allin this case the funds will enhance fund raising skills as a
levels to ensure long term sustainabjliégyen though the central project objective and deliver significant capacity
RSPB will continue to support key network activities for as development, thus acting as a springboard for action and
long as necessary after the project ends. Training will includ@rganizational development.

Pic: Andy Waters, RSPB

-
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Girish Jathar

he first outbreak of Highly Pathogerigian Influenza
(HPAI) H5N1 strain was reported from the Navapur
Taluka of Nandurbar District in Maharashtra on 18th
February 2006. On receipt of this news the BNHS took an
initiative and surveyed 14 wetlands in Nanduybdasik
andAurangabad Districts of Maharashtra. Ottdeebruary
the BNHS team reached Navapur to investigate the status Study was carried out with collaboration Ahimal
of wild birds. Husbandry Department and Forest Department. During this
Ten wetlands — five in Navapuhree near Nandurbar survey 59 individuals of 31 species were trapped. The
town and two in Shahada in Nandurbar District werecollected samples have been sent to the High Security
surveyed to find out the status of wild birds. Animal Disease Laboratory at Bhopal for further
This preliminary survey conducted by the BNHS team atinvestigation. Results are yet to come.
the wetlands in Nandurbar district of Maharashtra has not All these evidences suggest that it is very unlikely that
found avian influenza among migratory and wild birds. TheAvian Influenza is spreading because of wild birds. On the
survey revealed that the outbreak of bird flu was restricte@ontrary avian influenza poses a threat to wild bird
only to poultry farms in Navapuraluka. Even enquiries conservation on several fronts. Most of the strains of avian
with local fishermen and tribals revealed that there was ninfluenza are relatively less harmful but theA#HPISN1
mortality among wild birdsAll the poultry farms were more  strain appears to be lethal. It can cause illness and death in
than 10 km away from the reservoirs, except in Nandurbamany species of wild birds. Recent published literature also
town. suggests that there is no full proof evidence that the
In some villages where poultry birds were culled, wild migratory birds are carriers of avian influenza across the
birds such as House Sparrd¥asser domesticudiouse  countries. Some public and animal health officials will blame
Crow Corvus splendenand Cattle EgretBubulcus ibis  wild birds for spreading H5SN1and they may decide culling
and domestic stocks of chicken were alive and showing nef wild birds or destroying their habitat to control or limit
symptoms of sickness. the spread of H5N1. This will be disastrous and will not
Howevey on 24" February 2006, about 150-200 waders solve the problem and it may aggravate the situation. Many
died because of unknown reasons in Gandheli village ofhreatened species will be at stake due to such decisions.
Aurangabad. The cause of mortality of these waders is yet

Pic: Noor I. Khan

The BNHS team collected blood samples from wild birds for
further examination

to be confirmed by the High Securifnimal Disease Hence, we should take following precautions:
Laboratory Bhopal. When we arrived there we found four | Long-term bird ringing studies along with serum
dead birds of which two were waders, others were Spot- collection forAvian Influenza for selected species.
billed Duck and Red-wattled Lapwing. The possible reason Long-term monitoring of migratory water bird
for the death of these birds could be pesticide poisoning. population in major wetlands.

The other birds found in the vicinity of the reservoir did not ~ Such measures will give us baseline information about
show any sign of sickness. the spread of avian influenza take positive steps towards

After this preliminary surveyDr. S. Balachandran and the control of outbreak, and thus, ensure conservation of
his team carried out the second survey in Maharashtrahe many bird species.
Gujarat, Jammu and Kashmiitimachal Pradesh and Uttar
Pradesh. The objective of this survey was to collect blood
samples, tracheal and cloacal swabs of wild birds to teSgjis jathar, Scientist-In-Charge ENVIS Centre, BNHS
them for avian influenza. Email: envisbnhs@vsnl.net
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Flamingo Watch 2006

Sewri-Mahul mudflatin Mumbai is one of the most important feeding grounds of Greater and Lesser Flamingos

Pic: M. Zafar-ul Islam

M. Zafar-ul Islam

E/ery year over 20,000 Flamingos
isit the Sewri-Mahul mudflats for
about eight months (October-May) ag
it is their wintering ground. Some of
these Flamingos probably
fly long distances from as far as
Africa.
Of the five flamingo species in the
world, two of them, the Greater and thq
Lesser Flamingos, are found in man
parts of India. Howeversuch a lage
congregation in Sewri, which is mainly
an industrial zone, has attracted a lot
attention.
The IBCN/BNHS has identified this
site as an Important Birdrea (IBA).
There are 466 IBAs in India of which
198 are still non officially protected Mumbai, FlamingdNatch events have  The three hour event, planned in
(including the Sewri-Mahul mudflats). been organised by the IBCN and theynchrony with optimum tide level
All these have been identified on theBNHS at the Sewri-Mahul mudflats, (officially began at 2.00 pm) was visited
basis of stringent conditions placed byvlumbai since the last two years. Thidy over 3,000 people. Many schools
BirdLife International. year it was held on January 26, 2008lso arranged a visit for their students.
To make people aware of this giftand was sponsored Bata Motors and Binoculars and spotting scopes were
bestowed by nature on the city ofHDFC Ltd. provided on the site for better

Pic: M. Zafar-ul Islam

Signature campaign during Flamingo Watch for re-alignment of trans-harbour sea link
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Pic: M. Zafar-ul Islam

observation of birds and constanthe flamingos. Besides the flamingosindustrial zone with th&ata Electrical
guidance was available from BNHSover 150 other bird species have bee@Gompanythe Bhabhatomic Research
scientists and other qualifiedidentified in Sewri. This includes manyCentre (BARC) and refineries of the Oil
birdwatchersA 22-panel exhibit was setglobally threatened species such as ttend Natural Gas, Bharat Petroleum
up with information about the flamingosGreater Spotted Eaglkquila clanga Corporation Ltd. and Hindustan
(also known as the fire birds due to theiand Eastern Imperial Eagkquila Petroleum Corporation Ltd located
bright pink plumage), their distribution, heliaca The Lesser Flamingo is also anearby

breeding behavioumigratory routes, Near Threatened species. Several other This otherwise relatively unknown
feeding habits and threats. leaflet waders can also be spotted along witkite gained recognition owing to the
giving basic information on the twothe winter migrants. vast congregation of over 20,000
species of flamingos was distributed to  This event was initiated for theFlamingos wintering here.

all visitors.A Petition and a Signaturegeneral public with the aim of creating The IBCN believes that the
Board to gather support for thenterest for nature and wildlifélways conservation of any bird species begins
realignment of the proposed Nhavaheld on a holidaythis time the Republic with the conservation of its habitat and
Sheva Trans-Harbour Sea Link was aldgay, it gives an opportunity to thethis requires awareness among the
put up. Over 500 signatures wergeople to spend some quality time witlpeople. Itis for this reason that we tried
collected on the petition while thetheir families and learn about natur¢o draw their attention towards the
Signature Board was heavily markegonservation in the process. flamingos at Sewri. This site presents
with thousands of people especialljpue to the novelty of the event, it hasis a unique opportunity to spread the
message of conservation of birds and
their habitats to Mumbaikars. These
birds are found in many places in India,
but a congregation in the midst of
Mumbai is natures way of teaching us
harmony tolerance and the spirit of
coexistence. Such a vast congregation
of flamingos is such an amazing life
time experience that it would surely
leave a very long lasting impression on
each visitorRecentlythis site has been
in the news due to the proposed
construction of a sea link, which is
expected to cut right through the centre
of this Bay To save this beautiful site,

Students from different schools of Mumbai participated in the Flamingo Watch .
the BNHS has proposed a realignment

students signing in their support.  been given extensive media coverag®’ the bridge by about 800 m to the
BNHS and IBCN membership wassince the last few years. This year to§0Uth- The FlamingoWatch helps us
available on site. Interested visitorgelevision channels like CNN (IBN), cqnsohdate ourstar_1d_even more A
were briefed about the work andNDTV India,Times NowE-TVand zee With numerous visitors signing a
activities of the BNHS/IBCN. The TV covered the event both before an@€tition in this regard and thereby
Products and Publications departmemturing it. Newspapers like DNA, helping us give Sewri its due

of BNHS had stalls offering books andMaharashtra Times, Indian EXprESSr,eCOgnition 28 & slite ©f mateme

articles based on nature and wildlife okokmat and Loksatta covered allMportance.
India. aspects of the site and highlighted the

Two BNHS buses plied to and froFlamingoWatch. Acknowledgement
between the Sewri (East) level crossing
and the Sewri Jetty helping visitors Overview We are extremely thankful to
commute free of cost. The entire stretch our sponsorsTata Motors and HDFC

was also marked with banners. The Sewri-Mahul mudflats arefor their kind support, all BNHS
Volunteers gave directions to visitorslocated along thArabian Sea and are staff members and volunteers who

The event was perfectly timed as thdominated by mangrove vegetationhelped in making the event truly
visitors were able to take a close look ahe jetty is located in the midst of anmemorable.
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Nature Conservation Society (NCS)

27 November 1976
73/79-80

Founded in
Registration Number
Contact Person

Dr. D. S. Srivastava, Secretary

I.T.O. Road, Redma, Daltonganj
Palamu, Jharkhand -822 101

Telephone Number 06562- 222722
EmailAddress

Website WWW.NCS.0g.in

Mission I
To mitigate negative pressure on all biodiversity
components, environment, natural resources through

scientific and sustainable approaches and to involve youths,

students, teachers, and local communities on suc
approaches.

Activities of the organisation
| Formation of Nature Clubs in urban and rural schools

ncs-daltonganj@rediffmail.com, ncs@yahoo.co.in

Porpogation of non conventional use of energy and
biogas, reflectorchulhasto reduce fire wood
consumption

Tribal development through lac and breed improvement
programme

Survey and preparation of biodiversity registers of
protected areas.

and colleges on developing conservation awareness Major Achievements

I Involving teachers of schools and colleges on'

documentation, biodiversity survagsearch, education |

and awareness through students |

I Conduct research on ecolqggthology ethnology

medical plants, impact analysis, socio-economic, etc |

I Organising training camps, workshops, semitemtures
exhibition on avifauna and other mission topics

I Promotion and documentation of traditional conservation|
practices, rural technologies and dissimination of
beneficial technologies in rural areas

| Arranging nature camps, nature education courses and

field trips I

| Formation of local community based protection groups,
informer systems to control illicit trades of biodiversity |
poaching activities

I Promotion of sustainable development concept in the
communities [

I Co-operation to government and non-government
agencies in the implementation of eco-friendly schemes.

Major programmes carried out

| Watershed Development Programme of Palamau, Garhwa

and Latehar '

| InlandWetland Survey of Jharkhand and Bihar
| Documentation of plastic pollution in Daltonganj |
I Awareness building on avifauna and forest conservation

I Documentation of traditional conservation practices and
medicines among tribal community

Documentation of biodiversity in Palamau Tiger Reserve
Monitoring of Palamau Tiger Reserve since 1974

Produced thesis on “Ecology of Elephants in Palamu”
and monitoring of elephants since 1972

Documentation and monitoring of elephant population,
home ranges, movements, conflicts with man in
Jharkhand area since 1972

Formation of Nature Clubs in urban and rural schools
and colleges since 1976 for awareness, nature education,
surveys, documentation, rallies, exhibition, media alert,
camps by involving students, youth and teachers

Involved local communities in protection of wildlife and
forests by forming tribal protection groups

Documented local health traditions and traditional
conservation practices among different tribes in
Jharkhand, along with tribal medicines

Developed Palamakechnology for fluoride free drinking
water

Implemented watershed development programme
through peoples participation in Palamau, Garhwa and
Latehar districts

Consultancy on environmental impact analysis, social
impact on wildlife, ecological impacts of development
schemes, and vice-versa

Prepared Biodiversity Registers of Protectgdas of
Bihar and Jharkhand.

Nominated Nodal agency for Bihar and Jharkhand under
NBSAP-Government of India
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To promote conservation of birds and their habitats through the development of a
national network of individuals, organisations and the government

Dr. Lalitha Vijayan

Salim Ali Centre for Ornithology & Natural History
(SACON), Anaikatty PO, Coimbatore-641 108
Tamil Nadu. Email: sacon@vsnl.com

Ms. Kalyani Kandula

H. No. 161, BHEL HIG Phase Il
Madinaguda, Near Miyapur
Hyderabad-500 050

Email: mukal@eth.net

Mr. Kulojyoti Lahkar

Jetaban, 95 Arya Nagar
Guwahati, Assam-781 016
Email:kulojyoti@rediffmail.com

Mr. Arvind Mishra

Mandar Nature Club

Anand Chikitsalaya Road
Bhagalpur, Bihar

Email: mncarvind@hotmail.com

Mr. Nikhil Devasar

Delhi Bird Club, C 1/503 Mayfair Tower,
Charmwood Village, Eros Garden, Surajkund Rd.,
Faridabad, Haryana. Email: nik@delhibird.org,

Dr. Rahul Kaul

WPA Coordinator, South Asia Regional
S-56/1 DLF Phase llI

Gurgaon- 122 002, Haryana

Email: r_kaul@hotmail.com

Mr. Lavkumar Khacher
14, Jayant Society
Rajkot- 360 004 Gujarat

Dr. Rajiv Kalsi

Department of Zoology

MLN College, Yamuna Nagar 1350 01, Haryana.
Email: r_kalsi@sancharnet.in

Mr. Sanjeeva Pandey

Director, Great Himalayan National Park
At-Shamshi- 175 125

Kullu, Himachal Pradesh

Email: dirchnp@sancharnet.in

Dr. S. Subramanya

PHT Scheme, J Block

GKVK Campus

University Of Agricultural Sciences,
Banglore, Karnataka- 560 065
Email: Subbus@vsnl.com

Mr. P. O. Nameer

Asst. Professor, College of Forestry

Kerala Agricultural University (KAU)

KAU (PO) 680 656

Thrissur, Kerala  Email: trc_ nameer@sancharnet.in

Mr. Arun M. K. Bharos

B-101 Gayatrinagar, PO Shankar Nagar
Raipur-492 007, Chhattisgarh

Email: CWSRAIPUR@hotmail.com

Mr. Bishwarup Raha

Hemant Vihar, 13, Savarkar Nagar

Off. Gangapur Road, Nashik—422005, Maharashtra,
Email: wolfajay@hotmail.com

Mr. Biswajit Mohanty

Wildlife Society of Orissa

“Shantikunj”, Link Road, Cuttack- 753 012
Orissa. Email: biswajit_m@vsnl.com

Dr. Priya Davidar

School of Ecology & Environmental Sciences Pondicherry
University, Kalapet, Pondicherry , Email:
pdavidar@yahoo.com

Mr. Manoj Kulshreshtha

Snehdeep, B-33, Sethi Colony
Jaipur, Rajasthan

Email: snehdeep_jpl@sancharnet.in

Ms. Usha Ganguli-Lachungpa

Sr. Research Officer (WL)

Government of Sikkim

Department of Forest, Environment & Wildlife
Deorali-737 102, Gangtok, Sikkim

Email: ganden@dte.vsnl.net.in

1. Mr. P. Pramod
Salim Ali Centre for Ornithology & Natural History
(SACON), Anaikatty PO, Coimbatore-641 108,
TN Email: sacon@vsnl.com

2. Dr. V. Santharam
Clo Institute of Bird Studies & Natural History
Rishi Valley Education Centre, Chittor — 517 352
Andhra Pradesh  Email:vsram2003@yahoo.co.in

1. Prof. H. S. A. Yahya (Western UP)
Department of Wildlife Sciences
Aligarh Muslim University, Aligarh-202 002
Email: hafiz_yahya@hotmail.com

2. Dr. Vijay Pratap Singh (Eastern UP)
Jaidev Nagar (Rajgarh), Lakhimpur Kheri
UP- 262 701 Email: tarai_eco@yahoo.com

Dr. Bivash Pandav

c/o Wildlife Institute of India

P.O. Box 18, Chandrabani
Dehra Dun 2480 01, Uttaranchal
Email: pandavb@wii.gov.in

Mr. Kushal Mookherjee

Asstt. Secretary, Prakriti Samsad
65, Golf Club Road,

Calcutta-700 033

Email: kushal@cal3.vsnl.net.in

Dr. Anwaruddin Choudhury
C/o Mr Alauddin Choudhury,
Near Gate No.1 of Nehru Stadium, Islampur Road,
Guwabhati 781 007, Email: badrul@sancharnet.in
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