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Introduction: 

To commemorate the birth anniversary (12 November 1896) of the ‘Bird Man of India’, 

late Dr. Sálim Ali (1896–1987),  the Bombay Natural History Society (BNHS) organised 

Sálim Ali Bird Count across the country on 13 November 2016. This marked the revival 

of Sálim Ali Bird Count after a gap of several years. It was a one-day event open to all 

who had an interest in birds. The participants were expected to observe and record birds at 

a location of their choice, preferably for over an hour. BNHS provided a checklist of 

various species, which could be downloaded by the participants to enter their 

observations. The completed checklist (ideally with counts of individuals) was submitted 

through email. The event received a very good response across India, with a total bird 

count numbering 39416.    

Sálim Ali Bird Count is a Citizen Science initiative, conducted in association with several 

organisations. Prior to the 2016 count, birdwatchers were instructed to visit their nearest 

Important Bird and Biodiversity Area (IBA) or any water body and undertake a diligent 

count of birds for a long period of time (over an hour) to make it more meaningful. They 

were encouraged to begin their count early in the morning as it is more productive, with 

birds generally becoming quiet and inactive during the middle of the day. We also 

requested the birdwatchers to not restrain themselves to the one-day-event, but monitor the 

chosen area consistently over the coming years and also be part of the BNHS Common 
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Bird Monitoring Programme, which is based on scientific methodology. We reached out 

to the participants through media, social networking sites and Google groups.  

 

Results: 

 

Sálim Ali Bird Count of 13 November 2016 saw a very good participation, with 

observations recorded from 12 states of India. A total of 325 species were recorded 

through 62 checklists. Maharashtra ranked first among all the states with 20 lists, followed 

by Assam (10), Karnataka (8), Sikkim (1), Goa (4), Delhi (1), Uttar Pradesh (1), 

Telangana (1), Tamil Nadu (1), West Bengal (1), Gujarat (1), and Chhattisgarh (13). 

Out of the total count, ducks (Anatidae family) numbered 16,911, followed by Rose-

ringed Parakeet Psittacula krameri (1816), Eurasian Coot Fulica atra (1671), Common 

Myna Acridotheres tristis (1032), House Sparrow Passer domesticus (972), Eastern Cattle 

Egret Bubulcus coromandus (918), Rock Pigeon Columba livia  (771), Little Green  Bee-

eater Merops orientalis (560), Red-vented Bulbul Pycnonotus cafer  (558) and  Barn 

Swallow Hirundo rustica (458). Out of 325 species, 18 came under the threatened 

category of  IUCN. The list is as follows: 
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Table 1: List of threatened species sighted during bird count 

Sr. No Name of Species Scientific Name IUCN Red 

List 

1 Lesser Adjutant Leptoptilos javanicus VU 

2 OrientalDarter Anhinga melanogaster NT 

3 Grey-headed Fish-eagle Icthyophaga ichthyaetus NT 

4 LaggarFalcon  Falco jugger NT 

5 Black-tailed Godwit  Limosa limosa NT 

6 Pallid Harrier  Circus macrourus NT 

7 Malabar Pied  Hornbill  Anthracoceros coronatus NT 

8 Black-headed Ibis Threskiornis melanocephalus NT 

9 River Lapwing  Vanellus duvaucelii NT 

10 Red-breasted Parakeet   Psittacula alexandri NT 

11 Alexandrine Parakeet  Psittacula eupatria NT 

12 Spot-billed Pelican Pelecanus philippensis NT 

13 Common Pochard Aythya ferina VU 

14 Curlew Sandpiper  Calidris ferruginea NT 

15 Painted Stork  Mycteria leucocephala NT 

16 Woolly-neckedStork   Ciconia episcopus VU 

17 River Tern  Sterna aurantia NT 

18 Egyptian Vulture  Neophron percnopterus EN 
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Graph:_ 

 

 
 

Graph showing the top 10 species  

 

Table 2: - List of species recorded 

Sr. no. Species Name Scientific Name Total 

1 Duck sp. (Anatidae family)   16911 

2 Rose-ringed Parakeet  Psittacula krameri 1816 

3 Eurasian Coot  Fulica atra 1671 

4 Common  Myna Acridotheres tristis 1032 

5 House Sparrow  Passer domesticus 972 

6 
 Eastern Cattle Egret Bubulcus coromandus 918 

7 Rock Pigeon Columba livia 771 

8 Little Green  Bee-eater  Merops orientalis 560 

9 Red-vented  Bulbul  Pycnonotus cafer 558 

10 Barn Swallow  Hirundo rustica 458 

11 Little  Cormorant  Microcarbo niger 450 

12 Jungle Myna Acridotheres fuscus 414 

13 House Crow  Corvus splendens 394 

14 Indian Silverbill  (White throated Munia) Euodice malabarica 361 

15 Northern Shoveller Anas clypeata 336 

16 Weaver Baya (Indian Weaver) Ploceus p. philippinus 326 

17 Laughing Dove   (Little Brown Dove) Streptopelia senegalensis 297 

16911 

1816 1671 1032 972 918 771 560 558 458 
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18 
Little Grebe  Tachybaptus rufficollis 289 

19 Black Drongo Dicrurus macrocercus 282 

20 Greater Flamingo  Phoenicopterus roseus 268 

21 Black headed Ibis  Threskiornis melanocephalus 246 

22 Lesser Whistling-Duck  Dendrocygna javanica 236 

23 Red-wattled  Lapwing  Vanellus indicus 222 

24 Little Egret  Egretta garzetta 210 

25 Asian Pied Starling  (Pied Myna) Gracupica contra 210 

26 Brahminy Starling  (BrahminyMyna) Sturnia pagodarum 210 

27 Glossy Ibis  Plegadis falcinellus 209 

28 Rosy Starling  Pastor roseus 207 

29 Eastern Short-toed Lark  Calandrella dukhunensis 200 

 

Media coverage: 

The event received good response from the media. Following are the links to newspaper articles and 

some news samples. 

Here Now 4U  

http://www.herenow4u.net/index.php?id=125461  

Forever News  

http://www.forevernews.in/butterflies -to-flutter -on-18th-62978 

The Hindu   

http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/mumbai/count -birds-from -your-backyard-on-

sunday/article9336891.ece 

Times of India ï Nagpur   

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/nagpur/Over -100-birdwatchers-to-participate -at-Salim-

Ali -Bird -Count/articleshow/55391879.cms  

Nyooz ï Nagpur   

http://www.nyoooz.com/nagpur/663236/over -100-birdwatchers -to-participate -at-salim-ali-bird -

count 

Nyooz   

http://www.nyoooz.com/mumbai/662138/count -birds-from -your-backyard-on-sunday 

http://www.herenow4u.net/index.php?id=125461
http://www.forevernews.in/butterflies-to-flutter-on-18th-62978
http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/mumbai/count-birds-from-your-backyard-on-sunday/article9336891.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/mumbai/count-birds-from-your-backyard-on-sunday/article9336891.ece
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/nagpur/Over-100-birdwatchers-to-participate-at-Salim-Ali-Bird-Count/articleshow/55391879.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/nagpur/Over-100-birdwatchers-to-participate-at-Salim-Ali-Bird-Count/articleshow/55391879.cms
http://www.nyoooz.com/nagpur/663236/over-100-birdwatchers-to-participate-at-salim-ali-bird-count
http://www.nyoooz.com/nagpur/663236/over-100-birdwatchers-to-participate-at-salim-ali-bird-count
http://www.nyoooz.com/mumbai/662138/count-birds-from-your-backyard-on-sunday
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Photo Gallery: 

 

Chhatak Nature Conservation Society team members at Hatnoor Dam, Jalgaon, 
Maharashtra 

 

 

 

Team members of Wildlife and Environment Conservation Society, Amravati, 

Maharashtra. 
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Nisarg Mitra Mandal, Aurangabad, Maharashtra at Sukhna Dam. 

 

Team of Forest Department and Indian Biodiversity Conservation Society-Jhansi Uttar 

Pradesh 
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 List of Organisations in India:- 
 

Sr. No. Name Of Organisation District and State 

1.  WILDLIFE & ENVIRONMENT CONSERVATION 

SOCIETY 

AMRAVATI, 

MAHARASHTRA 

2.  CHAATAK NATURE CONSERVATION SOCIETY, 

VARANGAON 

JALGAON 

MAHARASHTRA 

3.  NISARG MITRA MANDAL  AURANGABAD 

4.  NISARGVEDH ORGANISATION DHULE 

5.  ICHALKARANJI PAKSHIMITRA GROUP ICHALKARANJI, 

KOLHAPUR 

6.  INDIAN BIODIVERSITY CONSERVATION SOCIETY JHANSI UTTAR 

PRADESH 

7.  LAKSHYA ORGANISATION SIKKIM  

 

Participants of Sálim Ali Bird Count 2016: 

 

 ABHISHEK PALIWAL 

 ABHISHEK KUMAR 

ADITYA KHEDKAR 

ADWAIT RAILKAR 

AJAY BHAROS 

AJINKYA DHARSKAR 

 AJIT BHAROS  

AKHILESH BHAROS  

AKHILESH KUMAR 

AMK BHAROS  

AMIT MANDAVIA  

ANIL DABHADE 

ANIMEKH HAZARIKA         

ARVIND BHAROS 

ARVIND BUNDELA 

ASHWIN BHAT 

ASLAM BABA 

BALKRISHNA VARUTE 

BHUSHAN DHOLAKIA 

BISWAJIT CHAKDAR 

CEC-DELHI BNHS 

DAYA SAGAR 

DEVENDRA KUMAR 

DINCY MARIYAM 

KISHOR GHATADI 

HARISHCHANDRA KOLTE  

HIDA AHMED 

JYOTI KUSHWAH 

KAUSTUBH RAU 

LAKSHYA ORGANIZATION 

LALIT 

MADHURIMA DAS 

MANISHA THOTA 

MIRAJ HUSSAIN 

MOIZ RIAZ 

MUNA TAMANG        

MUNNA SOMANI 

N D AGRAWAL 

NABARUN SADHYA 

NAGDEVE SIR 

NARAYAN TANDAN 

NAYANA SALUNKHE 

NIDHI MURTHY 

PRANTIK RANJAN ROY 

PRATHAP M 

PRAVEEN J 

 PURVASHREE WALDEY 

RAHUL JAWALGE 

RAHUL WAKARE  

RAJASHREE RAY 

RAJU KASAMBE 
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 RISHABH MEHER 

RISHI SEN 

ROHIT HAZARE  

ROSHAN KAUSHIK 

RAJENDER SINGH 

 SAHIB SINGH 

SALMAN SULTAN 

SALIM 

SANDIPAN GHOSH 

SHARAD SINGH 

SHUBHADA LOHIYA 

SHUBHAM GUPTA  

SONIKA KUSHWAHA  

SOURABH AGRAWAL  

SUBHASISH SARKAR 

SUHEL QUADER 

SURANJITA ROY      

SUSHILA RATHOD 

SWAPNIL WANKHEDE  

UDAYANN DAYANAND 

 UTKARSH SINGHAI 

VINOD BHAGWAT 

ZAFAR

 


